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The history o^ -a Church 1 the history of the
people in thit com-nunity. True, we differ in our
mo'^es or methods o^ corporate wor'^hip but even
in the perception differences we f^el th^t
we are part of the Christian Protestant Church en(4
as such our interests are identical and methods of
worship more or less of individual orefe'sence.

^.vhen one is asKeiX~ ,a:»n:ed to =<ive a tallf^n the history
ofjS% Church or religiou^ denominationy there is
a strong tendency to sermonize.Perhaps I can avoid
that this morning and keen to the past fifty years
and all that has happened to and in the United Churbh
during that period.It is certainly staggering what
has happened in ^he secular world.fou young people
in front today can look at a science magazine and
see oictures of rockc- th^^t were brought back from
the moon by hctronaute:-'lrmstro.feg'and lldrin in
Apollo 11 in 19^9. Uhen I was your age going to
the moon wa==; airy tale that we were told to
keep us amused an-^ to occup7 our mind •=: for a brief
==r)ell, I can recall my father tellinf me in 1909
that very likely when I ^rew up I would be able
to fly to London England for breakfast and be back in
Canada for supoer. I also reddll my mother telling
my father nnt to tell the boy such "whopcersl"
In fifty years, loui-ney:; such as that an
ac tu al i ty.

Durinp our family wor-^hip this morning perhaps we
could look back fota few moments on all th^.t ha^
happened during our fifty years as The United Church
of Ginada, ^^,-5 Binscarth* s ah^re since Church Union
here in 1922.Some of our younger members may not
remember that some of our districts such as Binscarth
Foxwarren and Russell had Union between Presbyterians
and Methodist congregations some years prior to the
proclamation of unioljter of Presbyterian, Methodist and
Congregational churches for all of Canada to be
kno^^m as The United Church of Canada .

Binscarth was not -alone In this pre-official
Union. In the early day=: and -liast of Bin'^carth there
was a church built on 1 md now OT-me-^ by Mr Alex Mall
but at th^t time ojned by Mr Harry Murrell, who
donated the land ^h° church site.lt known
th^n as The Union Chu--ch.This church wa^ built of
logs and vra-s served by Revs Drummond, Gill and
Badler for the Anglican Church. Service^ were
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held there by Presbyterian and Methodist
mini sters» Tbl s church wis not ^^ar from the nresent
Lidcliffe Hall. This conf^ireelation from
^npcusvllle and Joined Blnscarth in 1935 f ^^^ith
Rev Jos. Hunt'=r as Minister

Other districts were doinc^ the '.me worshisninp*
ind workin.f? "^o-^ether. Thus the adve^ptur^ of The United
Church was 'Started md finally coi^umnated .Because
it came from ''the roots from peonle both
workini^ .^nd worshipnin;^ together, iiiy —
prior to Union, it wis much easier to accent the
terms and conditions imposed by Union.

There is a tremendous amount of credit due those

©Id Timers who with vision and forebearance and
i^ominable faith went_^,.ahoad wlrth—pl-gns for Union

^X~''and'"^w it's fulfillment in 1915. fl^b%^yithout mis?
/}i^ giving and soul searching otfis it done ^nd the ultimate

finalit^ing was not without casualty. Some members
felt ver.y keenly about being separated from their
life long association with a mode of worship they
had o-TO\m with over the years of pioneering hardship,
grief and joy. Some would not overlook the personal
divisive forces that had keot the communities
theologically split ^or years.

Perhaps for the young people here this morning^
^nd their parents md granduarftntsj^I may reminisceHjust alittle.1911 I wa'5 amember of St.Mathews
Anglican Church.'That, however id not prevent me

1^ ^ from attending =:ervices in thi^ church with other
younR peoole of Presbyterian or Methodist background.
Friends of ray own age were, if any of us cared,

f oi)^ school tcAether snd saw no.redsoa why we should not
\ \ worshlo tot'.ether. It was the growing ^-mancipation of
^ the young people of the twenties.

It is not with nostalgia that those years are
recalled. The-? were bad years financially, especially
during the deflation after World War 1. They were .good
years in that we had to fall back upon our own
ingenuity for amusament and recreation..We felt we
had achieved ou'- sh Te in helping build the first
Community owned hall in Binscarth.That, I believe
was in 1931 and I fm sure the fact that we th'n had
Union at work in our two largest religious denom
inations in the •'•istrict had ^ bearing on
the success of th^ undert-aklnc^.

more of Presbyterian and Methodist denomination
than of An»^-lican persuasion. We had all gone to
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'^e h^d h-ardl.y recov^r^d from the deflation of
the 30'e when we were olunged into the Depres-^ion.
The orice of wheit drooped from $ l.'^O per hu-^hel to
.30}^ in a little "bett-r thin a year. I can well rem
ember buyinp- Street '\'heat at ,20<^ ner buahel 1 Nor,
at Hamiota "l^lout. mills. I'^ith the deorension^drouiyht
hit the agricultural communitie'' all ac-»-0'^s the i^e'^t.

Like all other in'^titutions dep^mdins on
voluntary cont^ibutionfS» the Church suffered. In fact
I believe they were in the van. The United Church was
no exception. Comin-r hard on the heels of church Union
it wac a real testin-f period for those whose faith
in the undertaking was not too strong, to herein with.

Ue were living at Hamiota at thxt time and I
had joined the United Church there in 1927.1 do not
think bhe ministT serving that charge at that time

ever had to go without salary but it was a oretty
tough job for the Stewards to make both ends meet.
I doubt it was any different here. I believe
Rev.P.U,Lee was here at the beginning of the depression
succeeded by Rev G,A.Dyker followed by Rev Rev.
S (Sam) C.Wright. I knew -11 these men slif^htly. Cn
my frequent visits to the farm here I usually stayed
with the Bert Cookes and they keot me informed about
the ministry and the life of the church here.Bert
Was on the Board here and we were intere'^ted at
R^miota.

Incident!y my tirst IntToduction to Rev 3un
Wright took plice with me inside a threshing machine.
I was stretched out in-^^ide a thirty six inch space
doing repair work and had stooped to take a breather.
Suddenly there was this loud POW-'̂ POW on the outside
of the machine.My reflexes physically and vocally
were working O.K. I hit my h^ad on a straw deck
and it the same time yelled out ='Who the devil is
that ?" Came the answer, 'Mot the devil this time. Sam
Wrightl * We hid a good laugh over that. He had come
out to visit the Sookes and had heard a noise inside
the separate-" a^ he passed by and thought it was Bert
Cooke.

I believe Rev. Wright was here when war broke out
in 1939..That was the year t^e spring of which still
saw great unemployment in Canada. Thousrh the DeoressdjferiM
was phaning out •f'inanci illy the effects were still
bein^ felt mental"! v,and , finance-wise, nhysically.
We were still h^vin;^ the -oroblera of financing; the churcb



though not '"Tith the s ^.rae difficulty previously Tiet.
The depression which touched everyone h'=i.d ilso the
effect of m?kinj3 us annirsx raore ewere of individu-'l

needs. The community churches were bes^inninc: to
themsd;ives questions a1 so questioning the compliant
actions of 'Jov^-^nments when dealinr with «?reat •^in^nc-
iaT inte"cests.. Those were the d'lys when bank® ^id
not advertise, "Let finance vour holi-davcj!"
Those o^ u-=' w^o w'^'^^e fortunate enou'rh to hive .1ob«5
were workinf^ twelve houi^s ^ day at | ?,00 a'^dhy:---
to try and keen our h=»^ds above wat'='r. Those were al "O
the days when t-®n-a-<5ers of our foun^ Peonies Irouns
in our churches were asking- questions not only ibout
what was a:oiny on around them but the morality of it
all. Those were il so the days when a youn:: woman
would perhaps find work in one of the bi.^ stores in
the city at J!^ 7.50 per week. Her room without
cost her $ 6.00 a week which left her I.50
to clothe herself and sat.. Some parts
years • are not far off the mark.

Ten Lost

This period in our past fifty years was perhaps
one of the dark periods of our society and of the
life of the churc^i i tself. Fo ten tial fathers and mothers
in youn^2: adulthood were unable to marry. They could
see the condition^? that existed all round them. They k
knew it was the fault of a financial system th^t on
the one hand coiild produce limitless floods but providdd
no way to distribute them.They were faced with hivh
pressure advertisin^^* that subtelr suggested -th that
unless you possessed a fair share of these poods
you were somewhat less than a somewhat. How could ^ou
get these status symbols unless you had a Job and
wer^ earning some money "'n-'' where were there any Job® ?

Tho®e years must have been a heartbreak f'or
mmy a minister. Es-necially tho®e who were well aware
of the root cau®e that was now having so drastic an
effect.If they spoke from the nulnit against the
morality o^ slave labor in the cities igain-st
the injustices heaped upon the unemployed, they were
told by their \uthorities to mind their knitting
stick to their bible and keep out of politics.Freedom
of speech existed we know,but only so far as it suited
those who carried their god around in their pocket

Many of the younp people sitting be^fore our
ministers those days were high school puuils who
had been taught throui^h school that anyone that worked
-'Tith his hands W's slightly below normal in intelligence,
I"et Shrist was a carpenter !! Perhaps it was durfcnp' t
those years that these empty pews in our churches
found th44r orimary ori.vin. Who knows ?
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One of the ^.tteinments of The United

Church in the par^t fift/ years has heen the ordination
of women to th« Ministry of the chu-'-ch. I believe that
19 3"^ the first woman ordinand in The United Church,
Ae have had two women serve u® here as Ministers in
recent year<?. Mis^ Phyllis Mu-'-dock here at Binscarth
and Rev,Marguerite Miller at FoTwarren.In the thirty
elaht yearns since th'' first woman ordin-nd =>nter'='d
the pulnjt w® h?ive seen a st^a'^'/ ^^rowth of achlev^^ment
by wom-^n in the United Church, In Binscarth Fo"xwar"»^en
ch=ir^^e we have women ^ervino- on nost of the adTnlniptr-
ative committees ^o*" yes.rs it has be^^n the wom'̂ ^n
of the convreyation who have j^ive-s their constant
effort to ke-'̂ 'D the Bund 'y Ichools alive. They are at
work in the Conferences ^nd in General Council as
well as local SresbytcT^ies,

srtfhen one cites our vrowth fo"^ the past fifty
years the inescapable question arises. It was put
to a airoup of searchinf? descioles in Gallilee two
thousand years ago , "'^ho say ye that X im?" And
Simon Peter answered snd said'/Thou art the Christ,
the Son of the living God,'* I think many of us are
still tryinp in gincere faith to estimate the work
of the Holy ^P^rit ir^ur churches . It miy be we are
too anxious to see^ resul ts. It may be we really have
neglected to look 'Within our-^^elves for the answer.

We need to find the answers.We need tot only
to find them we need to work at them. I said at the
beginning of thic- talk that,it wa^ difficult not to
sermonize. We i.re entering the second half op our
progr^-*ss toward a century as a United Church. Wh 't
we will accomplish ^urinv the next few y^ars may well
lay "^he pattern fo-^ the years to ^pom^^u-' Minister
in his last two sermon<^ has u^ed^^K^^ook of Amos.
Like most books o"^ the Old Testament \mos l<; not
only a history of a oeople it is a orooh-sy as well.
A history and a prophesy that has it'^ counterpart
in our day and generation.

'We stand today indebted to thos^ old pioneers
wh6 in filth tried out th'-^ experiment of Union, y'ho
through objections and obstacles carried out their
vision and until lod called them to rest , you all
know them better than I. All honor and Go-" s P'ace
be vrith them.
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NOTES AND COMMENT ON THE NEWS

There /s a Cure for Inflation

Nobody goes to the hardware store
for a loaf of bread. But many of us,
troubled by inflation, turn for an
answer to politicians. The real an
swer is not likely to lie in new gov
ernment laws or policies. At heart,
it's a religious and moral problem.

Inflation is the economist's word
for living beyond your income. This
has become a near-universal habit in
"developed" countries. We have come
to take for granted a quite unrealistic
notion of the "standard of living" to
which we are entitled, as tliough by
divine right. Why shouldn't I have
steak for dinner every day? Whv
should I work long, hard hours at
somedreary job for a low wage?

We have built into our society the
deadly sins of pride, envy, avarice,
gluttony and slotli. At tlie same time,
we have conveniently forgotten two
sound old principles: that it is a dis
grace to be in debt, and that usury is
a sin. Insofar as these five deadly sins
are repented and these two moral
principles return to power, the prob
lem of inflation will cease to exist.

The only thing that will save us is
a revolution of falling expectations.
Yet no.vote-seeker and no part of in
dustry can afford to be honest about
this fact. They all depend upon our
continued addiction to levels of con
sumption which cannot possibly be
sustained. The solution to inflation is

lo

to be found in the kind of shop kept
by priests and preachers and proph
ets. If they cannot help us with lead
ership and moral exhortation, we arc
in a bad way indeed.

—Christopher Dcrreck in The Times, London

The Oversfuc/ied Eskimo

So MANY social scientists have been

studying tlie Eskimos and Indians in
the Northwest Territories that the na

tives now say a typical family consists
of a father, mother, three children
and an anthropologist. Investigators
are drawn to remote societies in

transition because there, they believe,
they can gauge the impact of modern
life. About looo research projects
are now being conducted each year.
One study, for example, found that
the noise created by snowmobiles,
which have replaced dogsleds in most
communities, is adversely affecting
people's hearing. Another analyzed
the growing impact of television as
it gives the Eskimos and Indians dieir
first real look at the "outside" world.

The Eskimos and Indians are get
ting tired of "answering the same old
questions over and over, and seldom
seeing the results." Under a new
"scientists ordinance," recently enact
ed by the Northwest Territories
Council, local leaders must be con
sulted about proposed projects. Re
searchers will be required to obtain
licenses before tliey go into the 56
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