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The history of a Church is the history of the
people in that community. True, we differ in our
modes or methods of corporate wor=hip but even

P in the perception gf , those differences w= feel that
we are part of the Christian Protestant Church =n&
28 such our interests are identic2l and methods of

worship more or lass of individual preference.
é?ﬁﬁ%ﬁ one is a@Eed to zive a talk”on the history

offgé'Church oﬂ”%eligiowg denominationyg there is

2 strong tendency to sermonize.Perhsps I can avoid

that this morning and keep to the past fifty years
and all that has happened to and in the United Churth

A

th during that neriod.It i1s certainly stazgering what

has happened in the secular world.You young people
in front today can look at a sclence magazine and
see plectures of rocke that were brouzght back from
the moon by hetronauts armstrothg and Aldrin in
Avollo 11 in 19A9. When I was vour age =zoing to
the moon was gfairy tale that we were told to
keep us amused an< to occuoy our mind= for a hrief
spell. I can recall my father telline me in 1909
that very likely when I grew up I would be ahl= )
to fly to London England for breakfast and be back in
Cangda for supner. I also re€dll my mother telling
my father not to tell the boy such "whopvrersl”

9 In fifty years,journeys such as that @Ggbe an

could look bick fota few moments on all that has
hapoened during our fifty years as The United Church
of Cinad2, 3nd Binscarth's share since Church Union
here in 1922. Some of our younger members miy not
remember that some of our districts such as Binscarth
Foxwarren and Russell had Union between Presbyterians
and Methodist congrezations some years prior to the
proclamation of unioffe of Presbyterian, Methodist and

)ﬂlﬁfy : actuality.
&ﬁﬁiyﬂﬂf%pv : During our family worship this mornins perhap= we

known as The United Church of Canada .

Binscarth was not alone in this pre-official
Union.In the early days and Last of Rinscarth there
was 2 church bullt on 1:ind now owned by Mr Alex Hall
but 2t that time owned by Mr Harry Murrell, who
donated the land for the church site.It was known
then as The Union Church.This church wa= built of
logs wnd was served by Revs Drummond, Gill =nd
Sadler for the Angliecan Church. Services were



held there also hy Preshyterian and Methodist
ministers,This church wais not far from the present
Lideliffe Hall, This congregation wa<"BsWAT from
Anzusville and Joined & Binscarth in 1935 , with
Rev Jos., Hunt=r as Minister .

Other district=s were doing the =ame worshinning
and working together.Thus the adventure of The United
Church was =tarted and finally corjumnated.Bacause
it came from "the grass roots 2, from peonle both
working and worshipning together, tr—m—ryr—easea—
prior to Union, it wis much =sasier to azcept the
terms and conditions imposed by Union.

There 13 a tremendous amount of credit due those
014 Timers who with vislon and forebearance and
indom e faith went : plans for Union
Snd saw it's fulfillment in 1925. (Noty without miss

‘3iving and soul searching xa=—3itdene nd the ultimate

finalizinz was not without casualty. Some members
felt very keenly about being separated from their
life long association with a mode of worship they
had erown with over the years of ploneering hardship,
srief and Jjoy. Some would not overlook the personal
divisive forces that had kent the communities
th=ologically split for years.

Perhaps for the young peonle here this morning,
-nd their parents ind zrandoarentssI may reminisce
just a little.I» 1922 I was a member of St.Mathews
Anglican Church. That,however 4id not pr-vent me
from attanding services in this church with other
youne people of Preshyterian or Methodist backasround.
Friends of my own age were, if any of us cared,
more of Preshbyterian and Methodist denomination
than of Anglican persuasion. We had 3ll gone to
achool together and =saw no.reason why we should not
worship toecether.It was the growing -=mancipation of
the young p=ople of the twentles.

It 1s not with nostalgia thait those years are
recalled. Thev were bad years filnancially, especil=lly
durinz the deflation after World War 1. They were good
years in that we had to fall back unon our own
ingenity for amusement and recreation..We felt we
had achieved our sh:re in helpinz build the first
Community owned hall in Binscarth.That, I believe
was in 1922 and I :m sure the fact that we th-n had
Union at work in our two largest religiou=s denom-
inations in the “istrict had & larre bearing on
the =uccess of th= undertakine.



We had hardly recovered from the deflation of i
aé,”évﬁ&l

the 20's when we were pnlunged into the Depres=ion.
The orice of wheat dropped from $ 1.40 per bushel fto
«30¢ in a 1little bett-r than 3 year.I can well rem-
ember buying Street Wheat at .20¢ per bushel 1 Nor.
2t Hamiota flour mills. With the depressionydrousht
hit the acricultural communities 311 acro=~s the We=t.

Like all other in=titutions depemding on
voluntary contributiong, the Church =suffered.In fact
I believe they wer= in the van. [he United Church was
no exception. Cominz hard on the heels of chmurch Union
it was a real testing period for thos= whose falth
in the undertaking was not too strong.to besin with.

We were living at Hamiota at thit time and I
had joined the United Church there in 1927.I do not
think the minist-r serving thit charge 2t that time

ever had to go without salary hut it was 2 pretty
touzh jJjob for the Stewards to make both ends meet.
I doubt it was any different here. I believe
Rev.F.W.Lee was here 2t the beginning of the depression
succe~ded by Rev G,A.Dyker followed by Rev Rev.

S (Sam) C.Wright. I knew =11 these men slishtly. Cn
my frequent visits to the farm here I usually stayed
with the Bert Cookes and they kept me informed sbout
the ministry and the 1life of the church here.Bert
w23 on the Board here ind we were interected at
Hamiotsa.

Ivcidently my first introduction to Rev 3Sam
Wricht took pl:ce with me inside 2 threching machine.
I was stretched out in=ide a thirty =ix inch space
doing repalr work and had stooped to take a breather.
Suddenly there wis this loud POW*POW on the out=ide
of the machine.My reflexe= physically and voecally
were working O.K. I hit my h=ad on a straw deck
and it the s2me time yelled out “Who the devil is
that ?" Came the answer, '"Not the devil this time.3am
Wrightl* We had a wood lauzh over that.Hde had come
out to visit the €ookes and had heard i noise inside
the separator as he passed by and thought it was Bert
Cocke.

I believe Rev. Wrisht was here when war broke out
in 1939..That was the year the spring of which still
saw great unemployment in Canadas. Thouzh the Depressboonr
was pha=ins out financiilly the effects were =till
beinz felt mentally,and, finance-wise, physically.
de were still having the problem of financine the church



( ef) thouzh not with the s:me difficulty previously met.
The depression which touched everyonz had 3lso the

effect of makine us zwAXEX more aware of individu-l
need s, The community churches were beginnine to a-k
them=elves gquestions and also questioninzg the compliant
actions of Governments when dealinzg with great fin=nc-
ial interests..Those were the days when banks 4id

not advertise,"Let us finance your holiday=<!"

Thos= of u= who wore fortunate enouch to hive johe
were working twelve hours 3 day at § 2.00 andayu>

to try and keep our h=:ds 2bhove water.Those were al-<o
the days when te=2n-agers of our Younz Peonles Grouvs
in our churches were askinz gquestions no%t onlv aibout
what was going on around them but the morality of it
2ll.Those were 21=s0 the d3:y=s when a yvouns woman

would perhap- find work in one of the big stores in

the city at.¢'7.5o per week.Her room without boa
cost her $ A.00 a week which left her @& % 1.50
to clothe herself and eat..3ome parts o “Ten Lost

4?» Years ' are not far off the mark. /?,/’//
‘i

éqwu
{dﬁ% life of the church itself.Potentlal fathers and mothers
///' ln younz adulthood were unable to marry.They could

;?' This period in our past fifty years was perhaps
one of the dark periods of our society and of the

se2e the conditions that existed 2ll round them.They k
knew it was the fault of a financial system that on
the one hand could produce limitless soods but provideéd
no way to distribute them, They were faced with hich
pressure advertisine that subtely sugeested €h that
unless youn possessed a falr share of these goods

you were =somewhat less than a somewhat.How could tou
get these status =ymbols unless you had a2 job and

wer~ earnins some money 2n? where were there any job=s ?

Tho=e years must have been a hearthreak for
many a minister.Especlally tho=e who were well aware
of the root cau=e that wis now having so drastic an
effect.If they spoke from the pulnit against the
morality of glave labor in the cities and against
the inju=stices heaned upon the unemoloyed, they were
told by thelr authorities to mind their knitting
stick to their bible and keep out of politics.Freesdon
of speech existed we know,but only =o far as it sulted
those who carried their zod around in their pocket

p- Many of the youns people sittinzg berfore our
///// minlisters those days were high school pupils who

had been taught throush school that anyone that worked
with his hands wis slizhtly below normal in intelligence.
Yet Ghrist was a carpenter !! Perhaps it was durtne t
those years that these empty pews in our churches
found thékr orimary orisin. Who knows ?



One of the outstaniing attainments of The United
Church in the past fifty years has been the ordination
of women to the Ministry of the church. I believe that
1935 saw the first woman ordinand in The United Church.
We have had two women serve us here as Mini<ters in
recent years, Mis= Phyllis Murdock here at Binscarth
and Rev.llarguerite Miller at Foxwarren.In the thirty
21zht years sinee th= first woman ordin:nd =ntered
the pulnit we have se=n a st-aiv growth of achievement
hy women in the United Church.In Binscarth Foxwarren
charae w= hava women =ervine on most of the adminietr-
itive committees an? for yesars 1t has bheen the wom=n
of the congrezation who haive zive» their constant
effort to ke=p the Sund .y Schools 3live.Thev are st
work in the Conferences :ind in General Council as
well as loecal Breshyteries.

When one cites our growth for the past Tty
years the inescapable juestion arises.It was put
to a zroup of searching dsscivles in Gallilee two
thousand years ago ."Who say ye that I im?" And
Simon Peter answered and sald{Thou art the Christ,
the Son of the living God.” I think many of us are
stlll tryine in gincere failth to estimats the work
of the Holy S3pirit i ur churches . It may be we are
too anxious to sesgresults. It may be we really have
neglected to look within ourselves for the answer.

We need to find the answers.We need hot only
to find them we need to work at them. I saild 2t the
bezinning of this talk that)ft wis 4ifficult not to
sermonize. We are enterine the second half of our
progre=<ss toward a century as a United Church.Wh-t
we will accomplish Auring the next few years may well
lay *he pattern for the year= to come.Our Minister
In his last two sermons ha= u:edﬁaﬁﬂ%mﬁbok of 4mos.
Likxe most book= of the 014 Te<timent imo= i< not
only a history of a people it is 5 proph-sy a=s well.
A history anda prophesv that has it'= counterpart
in our day and generation.

We stand today in‘ebted to thos= o0ld pioneers
whe in faith tried out th= experiment of Union. Who
throuzh objections =and ohstacles carried out their
vision and until God called them to rest . You o]
know them better than I. All honor and Gol's P-ace
bz wlth them.
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E’NOTES AND COMMENT ON THE NEWS

There Is a Cure for Inflation
Nopopy goes to the hardware store
for a loaf of bread. But many of us,
troubled by inflation, turn for an
answer to politicians. The real an-
swer is not likely to lie in new gov-
ernment laws or policies. At heart,
it's a religious and moral problem.

Inflation is the economist’'s word
for living beyond your income. This
has become a near-universal habit in
“developed” countries. We have come
to take for granted a quite unrealistic
notion of the “standard of living” to
which we are entitled, as though by
divine right. Why shouldn’t 1 have
steak for dinner every day? Why
should T work long, hard hours at
some dreary job for a low wage?

We have built into our society the
deadly sins of pride, envy, avarice,
gluttony and sloth. At the same time,
we have conveniently forgotten two
sound old principles: that it is a dis-
grace to be in debt, and that usury is
a sin. Insofar as these five deadly sins
are repented and these two moral
principles return to power, the prob-
lem of inflation will cease to exist.

The only thing that will save us is
a revolution of falling expectations.
Yet no, vote-seeker and no part of in-
dustry can afford to be honest about
this fact. They all depend upon our
continued addiction to levels of con-
sumption which cannot possibly be
sustained. The solution to inflation is

10

to be found in the kind of shop kept
by priests and preachers and proph-
cts. If they cannot help us with lead-
ership and moral exhortation, we are
in a bad way indeed.

— Christopher Derreck in The Times, London

The Overstudied Eskimo

So maNy social scientists have been
studying the Eskimos and Indians in
the Northwest Territories that the na-
tives now say a typical family consists
of a father, mother, three children
and an anthropologist. Investigators
are drawn to remote societies in
transition because there, they believe,
they can gauge the impact of modern
life. About 1000 research projects
are now being conducted each year.
One study, for example, found that
the noise created by snowmoabiles,
which have replaced dogsleds in most
communities, is adversely affecting
people’s hearing. Another analyzed
the growing impact of television as
it gives the Eskimos and Indians their
first real look at the “outside” world.

The Eskimos and Indians are get-
ting tired of “answering the same old
questions over and over, and seldom
seeing the results.” Under a new
“scientists ordinance,” recently enact-
ed by the Northwest Territories
Council, local leaders must be con-
sulted about proposed projects. Re-
searchers will be required to obtain
licenses before they go into the 56






