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PRA.YER BEFORE 3ERM0N.

OUR FATHER GOD Each of us here today Is a child of

THINE.Give us understanding hearts, open our eyes to

thy promises and the gifts so richly endowed upon us.

Gifts of fimilies.ifiriends ,neighbors,without whom this

world would indeed be a desolate place. Teach us to use

thy great gift of MIND to see good in the adversities that

happen to us and to search thy will in all our daily

living. AMEN.



AN EVERLASTING PROMISE

yet
ALL THINGS NEW.

It is with some hesitation that I wish you all a Happy

New #ear this afternoon. I am sure that there must be advert

ising agencies that are fervently wishing that for 1976

their customers could come up with some other word that

is newer than New, at least for 19?6. But I do wish you

all the very best for 1976 . It is a real pleasure to be

with you and take part, for a few minutes,in your service

of worship.this afternoon^ and to Reverend Bob Burton

many thanks for the opportunity to share the pulpit.

********************

TEXTS; Isaiah 42 5-9 Rev«a.ation 21 1-5

v9* Behold,the former v5* And he that sat upon the
,^3 things are come to throne said. Behold, I

pass, and new things make all things new. And
do I declare; before he said unto me, Write;
they spring forth I for these words are true
tell you of them. and faithful.

ANEVEHLASTING PROMISE yet ALL THINGS NEW.

My wife and I sometimes take a walk in the afternoon.

It is usually not very far,just down the lane from the house

and back. Quite often we see something we had not seen before

even In that short distance.Ladt Friday fis we walked I

suggested that perhaps she could help me out with a topic

for my talk this afternnon.Suddenly she pointed out a drifted

snow formation.lt had not been there a day or two previously.

It was quite new and fresh, no soil or dirt, just beautifully

white in the sun, etched wi gViaHonrg

'.t We talked about the beauty of winter and the
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ever changing landscapfe. When we vame Ir^ the text for

this talk came to mind , verse 9 from the ^2nd Chapfeer of

Isaiah Behold the former thing are come to pass, and

new things do I declare."

Perhaps for a few minutes this afternoon we could think

about this Promise. Each second, minute, hour and day are

fl;j.ven to us. Each and every one new If we but look for the

newness.We can no more hold back the steady march of the days
, pfl

^ I any more than we can stop the Universe In the course God"^ has

set.But each day, Is new laid out before us to do with what we

V will.That snow we saw on Friday was the same snow as the day

before but the winds of the previous afternoon and evening

had sculptured It as no living artist could have done. So

with life,the winds of adversity have changed the lines on

many a human face. "Why did this have to happen to me?""Why

Is this always my luck ?" "One day 1'^ Just the same as any

other !" Is It ? Is It really ? Or are we prone to think that

we are the only ones that adversity Is touching. In the early

twenties,and those were also my early twenties,something

IA If haooened to me that at the time I thought should not have

' happened to a dof.Day dragged after day and all days seemed

the same. Then a friend,who was a friend, took me In hand

and In no mlstakeable terms told me where I was heading.I

was left to think things over.I'll admit I was mad at my

friend yet still more vexed at myself.When I admitted the

latter, which was not Immediately, I found a new day

dawning and realized that all days were not the same ,

that

I
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"make all things new," Not only does each new day become

0 ^
planned for we=ks ahead as to the pleasure we would have

if we got it. I am afraid I was more interested in the

gift than the giver. Sometimes Christmas arrived and the

much desired toy did not.I suppose dismay was proportionate

to the anticipation. 1 do recall wishing for something

very much and dissapointing both my parents suid myself

by discovering it before Christmas hidden away where

they thought I could not possibly find it. I did not then

understand the term "rushing things." I am sure too

that many of us can recall getting something we wanted

very much, right now, and getting it^soon tired of it

and returned to the old and familiar things.

A.P^ Is

AN EVEHLA3TING PBQMISE.

each day had something new and interesting in it and

my work took on a new meaning and life new dimensions.

When I look back upon that experience now it is with

inexpressible gratitude for the greater maturity of a friend

in need^as well as a friend in deed. God works in many ways

more interesting but as we meet trials and adversities through

the passing days and years we find that our faith has grown

in proportion, to the effort we put forth in our attempts

to conquer self.

To face the whipping winds of life^

To change I can't, to can

We may not think we pray thro' strife

But strife is prayer and builds the man.

How many of us can remember when a<5 children we used to

wish for some new toy.If there was a chance of Santa Glaus

bringing it we just could*nt wait for Christmas to come. We
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% Ig not this perhaps the reason for the malaise that

has "been sweeping the world for the past three quarters of

a century until now we find/society turning back to the old

\ things, to the old and proven.Generations before us have

trod the same path In search of self satisfaction, material
jO [i P •

wealth, prestige, , power and dominion. Nations are no

different than the individuals which comprise them and In

the past seventy six years we have seen convulsive upheavals

qhT among nations that stagger the historians who try to describe

' them.Fully one half the holocaust has besulted-ln v./yEJ

./,jN/C^6hrlstlan facing Christian on the battlefields of Europe •
Jj ^ Wars abd destruction are only effects of a much deeper

cause the seat of which lies deep within/^ man himself/ His

/\|A

/jfi

Insensate greed for prestige,power and dominion an'i the

recognition and flattery of his peers.History has proven

0 ^Q/>/,h ' that from such conquests no one emerges victor.Only another
page has been added to the story of man* s Inhabitation of

the earth,and his destruction of his fellow man.

Where then does our text fit in / ''Behold the former things

are come to pass, and new things do I declare. ** The Prophet

Isaiah tells us here that the old days are gone^thlngs

can never be the same but we are to look forward to a new

,/J and as yet untried way.Not Imnedlately but In future
I

g times. We are to have faith that what he prophesied was true,

^ strengtohen that faith each Individual lias to search
' for God and the truth that comes from God.** IN THE SPIRIT

OF FAITH," are no Idle words.They are the bulwark against

madness
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madness In a seemingly Insane world.We are all too familiar

of the phrase "This crazy world." The world is O.K. Just

the people in it.The point is that if we are to believe

and act THE CHRISTIAN ETHIC as taucht by Jesu^we are as

..jf. stewards in the world and responsible to God in our care of

P it. When it comes to the eleventh CommandmentSfhou shalt
A love thy neighbor as thyself," each-^day In Canada we waste

enough food th^^t would feed another twenty million people.

That is what we oa^eroonsume for our own health needs and

what we throw out and waste. Then we glibly talk about keeping

the population down, cut down on Immigration and so on the

/
while we have helped deplete the accumulation of a million

f
^ years of power in the form of oil to the point, at present

rate of consumption, ^^here will be no oil for heat or power

for those of the twenty first century.In our quest smd drive

to become a nation among other nations in the world we

SA/]AR^ should as stewards on this earth be In the vanguard to
asstire that all of earths peoples shared^ in the natural

resources with which God has so richly endowed the world

PP 'T^ and which we are so extravag:antly despoiling. If we did

-.f /)P that . in faith, we would find that the 5th verse of the
,/

,nV^i 21st Chapter of Revelation,"Behold# I make all things

new," was no idle prophetic promise .

For a while nerhaps we shall have to wait to

discover what ^ew thing God is going to give us.Of this

we may be sure if we are going to have any part ^ it we

must prepare ourselves to be a part of it. We must accept

along with the gift. We are not islands unto

ourselves
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ourselves but part and parcel af of The Universe of god»

0^
pC co-sharers of The Holy Spirit, the Power beyond all

Powers, that raised Lazarus from the deadH ,gave us the
uV •

/ fiSiosSeand theiSos^^^ection and deep within guides each of

us on the road we choose through life.

If we can believe some of the most reliable sources,

our Church papers,and one or two of the big newspapers of

the world there is a general unrest in both the religious

and secular portions of society.Increasingly questions are

being qsked that demand answers. Those answers can only come

from the deep well springs of faith in the promises of'

God.A generation is looking to us for the answers and not

finding them in our articulation or our actions .Have we

abrogated our fitth in God to trust in material things ?

•0'̂ '̂̂ individual when faith dies or becomes dormant ,
,f fear takes the place of faith, so in a nation or nations.

Other Idealisms rise to dispel national fear and are fostered

^ in their support by the growth of armies and armaments and
jC^ society tries once again to enter the womb of the past only

tg once more hear the Prophet , "Behold the former things are come

/Lz, AiuL .y'jpc'c/
j y'yj to pass, and new things do I declarejbefore they spring forth

a/,jL I tell you of them." And Saint John in the Book of Revelation

^ay/.i'L writes in stuumation, "And he that sat upon the throne said,
f "Behold I make all things new. "And he said unto me, "Write;

for these words are true and faithful."

PRAYER: Our Heavenly Father,God we beseech you to renew
Thy Holy vSpirit within us. May the words of our mouths
and the meditations of our hears be %n. always
acceptable in Thy sight. In the name of Him who came
that we might have new and more abundant life in Thee.

Amen.
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yet

ALL THINGS NEW.

It with gom^? hr^'?it^tlon that I wl^h you all a Happy

New fear this afternoon, I am aur« that there muat be advert

ising agencies that are fervently wishing that for 1976

their customers could come up i-rlth some other word th^t

l9 newer th^n New, et le let for 1976. But I do wleh you

ill the very best for 1976 . It Is a real pleasure to be

with you and take part, for a few minutes,In your service

of worship.this afternoon, and to Reverend Bob Burton,
r&rs ^

many thanks for the opportunity to share tste pulpit.

TSXT3; Isaiah ^•Z 5-9 Revelation 21 1-5

v9. Behold,the former v5. ^nd he that sat upon the
things are ccrme to throne said, Behold, I
pass, and new things make all things new. And
do I declare; before he said unto me, tfrl^je;
they spring forth I for these words are true
tell you of them. and faithful.

ANSVEl^L \STlNa PROMISE yet ALL IHINGS NEW.

My wife and I sometimes *ake a walk in the afternoon.

It is usually not very far,just down the lane from the house

and back. Quite often we see something we had not seen before

even In that short distance.La4t Frlc^iy fis we walked I

suggested that perhips she could h-Ip me out with a topic

for my talk this afternnon.Sud lenly pointed out a drifted

snow formation.lt had not be=^n there a day or two previously.

It w=>.g quite new and fresh, no soil or dirt, just beautifully

"fhlte In the sun, etched with^shadows tbTrown from—the<-the
attemenrr-san. We talked about the beauty of winter and the
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ever ohanplne: soaptfe. When we came In^. the text for

thl9 tal'k c^me to mind « verge 9 from th^ 42nd Chapter of

Isaiah :" Behold the former thing are come to pess, and

new things do I declTre.'•

Perhdps for a few minutes this afternoon we could think

about this Promise. Each second, minute, hour and day are

given to us.Each and every one new if we but look for the

newness*We can no more hold b^ck the steady march of the days

any more than we can stop the Universe in the course God. has

get-But each day,is new laid out before us to do with what we

will. That snow we saw on Friday was the same snow as the day

before hut the wind<! of the orevious afternoon and evening

had sculptured it as no living artist could have done. So

with life, the win-'a of a^ver-'ity have changed the llnea on

many a human face. "Why did this have to hanoen to me?'*"Why

Is bhis alv^ayg my luck ?" "One lay 1^ just the game as any

other I" Is it ? Is it really ? Or are we p^-one to think bhat

we are the only ones th^t adversity Is touching- In the early

twenties,and those were also my early twenties,something

hapDonel to me that it the time thought should not have

hapcened to a dog.Day dragged aft r day and all days seemed

/ *" ufCH the same. Then a friend, who was i friend, took me in hand

and .in no mistakeable terms told me where I was heading.I

was left to think things over-I'll admit I wasm^^^^ my

friend yet still -nor^^ vexed at mygelf. When I admitted the

latter, which was not i-nmedl-^taly, I found a new day

da^jffnlng and realized that all days we-^e not the same

that

\ .



*3 .
AN EVSRLASTINu promise.

each day had something? new and interesting in It and

my work took on a new meaning and life new dlmanslons#

When I look back upon that experience now It la with

Inexpres^ilble gratitude for the greater maturity of a friend

In ne-d as well as a friend in deed. God works In many ways

to "make all t'-^lngs new." Not only does each new day become
V

more Interesting but as we me~t trials and adversities throu^rh

the passing days and years we find that our faith has grown

in prooortion. to the effort we out forth In our attempts

to conquer self.

To face the whipping winds of life
]A/&-

To change ^ can* t, to can

We may not think we pray thro* strife

But gtrlf® Is prayer and builds the man.

How many of us can rem'^mber when a® children we used to

wish for gome new toy.If thf^re was a chance of f^anta Glaus

bringing It we just could'nt wait for Christmas to come. We

^ olanned for we ks ahead as to the pleasure we would have

if we pot It. I am afraid I was more Interested In the

gift than the giver. Sometimes Christmas ar rived and the

much desired toy did not.I suppose dismay was proporti<^ate

to the anticipation. I do rec ill wishing for something
I

very much and dlssapolntlng both my parents an^ myself

by discovering' It before Christmas hidden aw-ay ahere

they thought I could not possibly find It. I did not then

understand the term "rushing things." I am sure too

that many of us can recall getting something wa wanted

very much» rli'^ht now, and netting it soon tired of It

and returned to the old and familiar things.

Is
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1<9 not thiq oerht^P" tb® re<ison ^or th?* malaise that

ha<? be-n sweeping the world for the past three quarters of

a century until now we find society tu^nlns?- back to the old

things, to the old and proven.Generations before us have

trod the same path In search of self satisfaction, material

wealth, prestige, , power and dominion. Nations are no

different than the individuals which comprise them and in

the past seventy six years we have seen convulsive upheavals

r^ among nations that stagger the historians who try to describe

them.Failly one half the holocaust has resulted In r.yl

Christian facing Christian on the battlefields of Europe .

Wars and destruction are only effects of a much deeper

PzoDOtTION\ recognition and flattery of his peers.Hi story has proven
that from such conquests no one emerges victor.Only another

pige has been added to the story of man's Inhabitation of

the earth.and his destruction of his fellow man.
1

' . Inhere then does our text fit in 1 "Behold the former things \

are come to pass, and new things do I declare." The Prophet

Isaiah tells us here that the old days are gone things

can never be the same but we are to look forward to x new

and as yet untried way.Not immediately but in future

times.We are to have faith that what he proohesled was true.

To strengthen th\t faith each Individual has to search

for God and the truth that comes from God." IN THE "SPIRIT

OP FAITH," are no idle words. They are th^ bulwark against

madness

cause '"he seat of which lies deep within/ man himself/ His

insensate greed for pre^^tlge,power and dominion ?n' the .
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f/^rr/¥

ni'^dness In q gf^emlngly Insane world. We ire all-too familiar

of the phrase "This crazy world." The world Is O.K. Just

the p =ople In It.The oolfHt Is that If we are to "believe

and act THE CHRISTIAN Hl'̂ HIC as tau-ht by Jesus we are as
• % j I

stewards In the world add responsible to God In our care of

> It.When it comes to the eleventh CommandmentSThou shalt

love thy .n^'l^hbor as thyself," each day In Canada we waste

enough food th^t would feed another twenty million people.

That Is what we for our own health needs and

what we throw out and waste. Then we glibly tilk about keeping

the population down, cut down on Immigration and so on the

while we have helped deplete the acnjiaulatlon of a million

years of power In the form rf oll^ to the point, at present

rate of .consumption, ^h«re Kill be no oil for heat or power

^ooD to for those of the twenty fi rst century.In our quest and drive

to become a nation among other nations In the world we

I should as stewards on this earth be In the vanguard to

as ure that all of earths peoples shared In th-r' n^tur^l

resources with which God has so richly -endowed the world

'-ind which we are so extravaj antly despoiling. If we did

that , In filth, we would find th it the 5th verse of the

21st Chapter' of Hevelation, "^Behold, I m-ike all things

new, * was no Idle prophetic promise •
I

For a while oerhaps we shall have to wait to

discover what i'»ew Thing God Is going to give us.Of this

we may be sure ^ we are goltg to have any part ^ it wo

must prepare ourselves to be |i par^ ^ It. We must accept

the Giver along.with the gift* We ire not Islands unto
' I

' ourselves
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ourselves but part and parcel vt of The Universe of Qod,

co-f^h\rers of Th-^ Holy Spirit, the Power beyond all

^ ^ Powers, that raised Lazarus from the deadtyi #gave us the

fih?>0^sr&J7dl th© J?OSuvf?ction and de^p within <5uldes each of

us on roa' we choose through life.

If we can believe some of the most reliable sources,

our Church papers, and one or two of the big newspapers of

V the- world there Is a general unrest In both the religious

and secular portions of society. Increasingly questions \re

being qsked that demand answers. Those answers can only come

H from the deep well springs of faith in the promises of

rj r God. Ageneration Is looking to us for the answers and not
finding them la our artlculitlon or our actions . flave we

abrogated our faith In God to trust in material things ?

As In the Individual when faith dies or becomes dormant ,

fear takes the olace of faith, so In a nation or mtlons.
1

Other Idealisms rise to dispel national fear and ts fost'^red

In their supcort by the growth of -armies and armaments and

society tries once attain to =nt°r the womb of the past only

Y once more hear the Prophet (".Behold the former things are come
(^id to pass, and new things do I declarejBefore they spring forth

j tell you of them," And Saint John in the Book of Revelation

writes in summation,"And he that s^t upon the throne said,

"Behold I make all things new, "And he-said unto me, "Write;

for these words are true and faithful."

PRAY'̂ R: Our Heavenly Father,God, we beseech you to renew
Thy Holy Iplrit within us.May the words of our mouths
and the meditations of our hears be kx always
acceptable in Thy si.rht. In the name of Him who came
that we miarht have new and more abundant life in Thee,

Amen.


