Irresponsible Stewardshlp.

"Moreover it is reguired in stewards that man
be found faithful., "™ 1 Cor. 432 ,

When we spealr of stewardship we more or less
as<ociate the word with money or material possess=-
jons. What a man possesseth so is he. In our old T
testament reading we have the story of God's
rpomice or covenant to Abraham. He did not promise
Abraham great possessions. ®e alreadv had those.
It wasihis stewardship of other values that God
singled him out to be the founder of a great race
of people. "For I know him that he will command
his children,and his household after him; and they
shall kxeesp the way of the lLord, to do justice and
judeement; that the Lord may bring upon Abraham
that which he hath spoken of him,"

Then , as now God was impressing upon
Abraham the fact that the world belonged to God,
and not to the idolotrous world of people among
whom Abraham lived.His covenant with Abraham was
a covenant that envisioned stewardship of the most
f8ithful order.It was also revealing to Abraham
that the God he could not see but believed to be
present was a God who needed man to carry out his
plan for the world he had created. [hat in effect
God would always be God and that man would always
be the steward of God. We read later on in the 014
Testament where God renewed his covenant with his
people but always to their advantage and always
the continuine discipline of stewardship on
their part even though many times they had shown
themselves unfaithful te that stewardship.

Not too long aco a man said to me," I've
learned to look after number one first, thats
tha only way a fellow can get somgwhere in this
world.If you don't look after yourself , no one
else will." That was his way of expressingchis
idea of stewardship and getting somewhere in the
world.It is to be wondered that when his time comes
to be laid aside, perhaps 111 or hospitalized,
for a long term, just how he will manage to look
after number one first. It will more than likely
be the ministering stewardship of others that
will ease his pain and make him comfortable. Our
obligations one to another begin when we are born
and as we grow and develope we find that those
obligations go beyond ourselves and reach up to
God.



ll2l.l

Abraham in our 0ld Testament reading put
God first.He realized that it was not the idols
that his neighbors made for themselves with theilr
own hands that provided all the things they enjoyeé
In the words of St Paul "All this is yours, and
ye are Christ's and Christ is God's." Abraham
realized that in some mysterious way all thines
belonged to this God he could not see. A god he
but dimly visioned, a promise he could only dimly
comprehend, 2 stewardship he was determined to
explore, a truth he could not explain to his
neighhors,or perhaps even to his family,but God
said of Abraham, "For I know him, thatrhe will co
command his children and his household after him,
and they shall keep the way of the Lord, to do
justice and judgement."

In our stewardshin perhaps we overlook the
children among us. God recognized in Abraham. the
supteme stewardship "That he controlled and
commanded his children." A good commander has to
control,Hag o g3we. gUidaree, « e sides S
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