
THE POv/ER OF THOUCiHT.

And I saw the dead, small and jireat, stand before God.
Rev.20.12.

Perhaps this laoming, for a few minutes, we could
ask ourselves; V/hat do)l think about God? Phillips firooks

in a sermon he entitled "Standing before God," has this

to say and I quote, "Everj'' thought of man depends onwhat you

first think of God. Make your thought of God large enough

and there is no thought o& man too large for you to think

within it. "

St John in the book of Revelation tells us of the

vision he had of the dead, small and great, standing before

God. Poor and rich they were the same. Death was the

common denominator of each and of all. He sa.,' them stand

ing before the judgement seat of God. Hot by the standards

of this earthly life were they to be judged but by the

standards of God.

V/e live in an age when it appears that it is too

much effort to think.To project the mind as St John must

have done is just too tiring. Perhpas for mai^ too unreal

istic. For many far too uncomfortable. For many not profit-

alle.For others not popular.Are the rank and file of

of the church too prone to leave all our thiidcing to the

theologians. Let them do the thinking about God. That is t

their field their business. Dont bother me -.Tith standards.

They make me feel uncomfortable •



Can we escape that easily ? In this mechanized life of

our time we find that in all oixr industrial effort we have

certain standards vre must meet. We neglect them at our peril.

Y/ithout their giddance our efforts can result in chaos. The

engineer uses delicate instruments calibrated to micro

thousands of an inch. The carpenter has his square his level

and his blueprint. Through all of life we can trace

a standard by which men must abide in order that their

physical effort and its end result may be of use to society.

Dr Hilda ^eatby in her book "So Little for the Kind"

pointed out the great chasm that existed betv/een our educational

facilities and the end result e^ndjor minds well trained

and v/ell equipped to think and reason. And again quoting

PMllips^Brooks "Greater than anything else in education,

vastly greater than hov; many facts and sciences a teacher

may have taught his pupil, there must alv/ays be this other

question, iito what presence he has^ntroduced him: before
what standard he has made his pupil stand: for in the ansv^er

to that question are involved all the deepest issues of the

pupils character and life. " End oote. Every thought of man

depends on what you first think of God.

St John must have be-.:n a man v.hose mind was so train

ed to think and reason that he could project that mind

beyond the veil of death and bring back to us the Revelation

set dovm in the I'lev: Testament.

Our greatest scholars admit that they do not under-

st£iiid all the Book of Revplation, but this they are 1
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agreed upon, at John for a moiaent pulled aside the curtain of

death and gave a slight clue to it* s mystery. A mysterious,

dimly understood feeling that each of us possess as v/e see a

loved one pass on and behind that curtain, at ^ohn gave

meaning to that mystariou.s journey he says "I savr the dead,

smfill and great, stand before God."

"ive have just been giiren an eicample of the power of

thou^t in the recent journey into space of a mechanical

marvel that drew it* s pov/er from our sun and travelled 132

million miles into our galaxy and still responded to the

control of earthly operators^sending back to us photos of

the planet Mars. Man put liis mind to work on such a matter

and God gave him glimpses of what might be and what he

might find. But what eiscacting standards had to be met to

achieve such success//

Mfoi had to first put his mind to work and despite

the scoffing and derision of his fellows he had to develope

his theory^ and God gave him encouragement by shovdng him that

this was the right vreiy or that the ^.Trong.The scientist set

up a guage for his -work. Not, Is this comfortable for me,

Is tills profitable. Is this popular, but rather IG_1T KIGig?

So thatstandard was set and by that criterion he judged liis

work.

Today as u-e gather together to worship God tf v/e project

our minds toward Him we v.dll b^ichly rewarded. Our vision

Tdll be deepened and broadened, earthly cares vdll have



litile importance

I saw the dead •'̂ ^11 and great stand before God. St John

leaves us to think this '/ision through for ourselves. Hroe

v/ere men of all ages of all Icinds and races^of all beliefs^

standing before the Judgement of God, The rich the poor

the comfortahLe, the adventtire© the selfish and unselfish,

the child the youth the man. Of each, death, the common

denominator ha.d brought them on a level one •.vith the oiher.

To all in this nev/ envirormien$ of death, vfho, in their
3cx£KxaHxi£sxjto

life on earth had never judged their o.,-n4ctions outside

the standard set by their society of v.hether it was

profitable, coinfortable or popular^ comes a startling nev/

standard "Is it right ?" . On every side the peri:)lexed

soul hears the question "Is it right ?" "I^t right?"

Perhaps for the first time the confused soul has had to

really think in terms other than its o'-m selfishness

"Is it right ?"

To the soul;^ that has striven througl^ this earthly

life to knov; the will of God, to think about Him, to use

the conscience - bom standard each of us have of our

Heavenly Father, the soul that has endeavored to rise

above mere self and selfishness and think its v/ay to

Godj this soul stands too with others before God .The

thoughtless and the thoughtful stand togetlier before God.

The two stand in judgemen-t^ together.
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For the one it is misery and perplexity for the other t

the fulfilment of a lifelont^ search. For the one a strange n

neT7 environment in \vhic?i i.iuestions it has asked are

ans'.vered by the question "Is it right?" For the other a

coming home, an entering into the fulfilment of a lifelong

quest, an entering into a oneness with God, We can ask

ourselves the question too "Is it right?2 Is this the

hell or the heaven each soul makes for itself when called

together small and great to stand before God ?

In our mad rush to belong to The Affluent Society and

to maintain our plave ther let us take time out to ask

ourselves this question of all we do and think "Is it right?"

God has given us power to reason and think let us not misuse

that power •


