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We Approach God
Organ Prelude
Musical Call to Yorship (Binscarth)
Call to Worshlp o AAcn o 4o olas Gl ol it vt Sl s AT

/
Prayer of Approach /73 FFPLIG
Hymn: bt 3 5 o
7 g 12 P - 219
Prayer of Confession: G = :
Assurance of Pardon ;L-/f

Children's Time (Foxwarren)

% _ , L
Uiset 1L __ - g
The Word of God Proclaimed s S

01d Testament Readling: Isatah 1il-b ;yﬁ’“'°"
New Testament Reading: iagk-10+43-16 £l 2

Hymns 7t%f 2570 ‘ / /%;('

Sermon: "The Strong and the Weak" WAL gﬂgq>2—éfé;K{ AL _“5“”””Q5(',‘f e

Hymn: =2 ?'/i% /%éeﬁ s (Prtelt ( $E) - vTIE
OQur Response

Announcements - Offering

Offertory Hymn: ~#29% (verses 1 and 5)
Anthem: (Binscarth)
Prayers - The Lord's Prayer

Hymn: __‘,L‘f._"_":_i‘ 3I0E

Commissioning and Blessing

Musical Benediction (Binscarth)

Organ Postlude '

Announcements
This morning's worship service is being led by Norman Turnbull.
Please note the hymn boards for the order and numbers of the hymns.

The next meeting of the youth group will be Tuesday, December L at 7:30 p. m.
at the manse.

See Edna Thompson, Sr. or Barb McCrindle for purchase of the 1980 church
calendars.
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THE GIANT WITH THE WOUNDED HEEL. /74 o “{H phbe

And I will put enmity betwsen thee and the woman, -nd
betwe=n thy secd and her seed .It shall Bruise thy head

and thou shalt brulse his heel." GENESIS 111-15 .

Tha scene in the story of which these words are written
is fixed deeply in the imagination  mankind.We read it in
our chilfhood, and it i= never afterwardsforgotten., Life throws
lizht on the story and the story throws light on life

God 1s represented as talkine to the serpent who has
been the temoter of mankind. The serpent, spiritf Evil, has
compelled the man and woman to admit him to their company. He
cannot now be cast out by one summary act. He ha=s come, zand he
remains. All that takes place in human history takes place in
his presence,

To this serpent this spirit of evil in the world, God
is speaking. What does God say ?Thers shall be a long , terrible
fizht between man and the power off evil.The nower of evil <hall
haunt and persecute man, cripple him and vex him, hinder him
and make him suffer.It shall bruise his heel.But man shall
ultimately be stronger than the power of evil, and =hall over-
come it and co forth victorious, thouzh bruised and hurt, =nd
needing recovery and rest. He shall bruiq;:?%éfiiggifg

I4 there not in these wordss which the awful voice of
God i1s heard speaking at the beginninz of human history, a2 most
clear 3nd intelligible prophecy of human 1life. It is God's
broad, wise, lonz-sichted provhecy of man, harassed, distressed
and wounded on the way, but yet in spite of wounds and hindrances

finally getting the better of his enemy and coming to success.
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The Giant with the Wounded Heel.
With that promise and warning of God, man started on the long
journey of existance, and has come thus far upon his way.

We want to ask ourselves how far th-t prophecy hag
been fulfilled, how far it has justified 1itself in history. One
man =says it is 21l good, and will see none of the sin and evil
and misery which are everywhere.Another man says "It i1s all bad;"
and for him 2l1 the brichtness and graciousness and perpetual
progress <o for nothinz.One man c¢alls humanity a hopele=s= brute.
Anothar man calls humanity a triumphant angel. God in these
words of Genesis says"Meither ! but 2 wounded , brulsed, strone
creature, not runnine and leaping and shouting, often crawl-
ing and creeping in its pain, but y=t brave, with an inextingz-
uishable certainty of ultimate success, fichting a battle which
is full of pain but is not desparate, sure ultimately to set
his heel upon his adversary's head."”

I look first at the institutions which mankind has
form=d for doing his work in the worl.Institutions are nothing
but colossal men. Church institutions, =take institutions,
present the workings of human nature on a large =calke, and so
sive excellent ppvortunity to study the fundamental facts of
human life.Noble principles, vast beneficent agencles, making
men better , makine men hapnier, but always miserably hampered
byE 1little sins of administraition; stung in the heel by the
serpemts of selfishness and sordidness, and incincerity and
narrowness. Popular zovernmsnt perverted by demagogues; Commerce
d=2graded by the intrusion of fraud; the Church always weakened
by hypocracy; Charity perplexed by the fear of imposture and

the dread of pauperism.
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The Giant with the Wounded Heel.

Look agaln at society-that great mother and mistress
of thoughts and lives of so many of our older and younger
people. In its 1dea it is beautiful.Eagerness to take pleasure
in the company of fellow men-eagerness to give pleasure,by
whatever contribution we can?gﬁﬁg- a wish to share with otherg
211 their <ifts and ours- these are most true and healthy
impul ses.The =ociety which is instinct with these impul =es
is the en=my of =solitude;it puts its foot on selfishness; it
mikes men brothers; it kills nut morbidness and self-conceilt.

Then think again of learning. We think of *hetready and

not merely those w. i s
cheerful self-sacrifice of theascholarsg great qnilittlzv\who L
have been rewarded for the surrenders which they made by the
apnlause of a delighted world , but of the scholars whose self-
sacrifice has 1ain in obscurity, who have eaten their crusts
in silence. We let our imagination run forward and pictutre in
delichted bewlldermesnt ths futrure triumphs o?hZame divine
audacity, man's brave determination to ¥now all that is know-
able. And then while we glow with enthusiasm, what is this
that comes to chill it ? What »re these petty Jealousies and
hates of learned men ?Close on the large amhition comes the
miserable discontent, the carvings cr%ft?g?qm, the diccouragemeth}
the love of darkness. What is the Poet'= complaint, that "know-
ledge comes but wisdom lingers,” except =2 declaration th:t here
too the full completeness of a great proces=s 1s preventd, the
serpent 1s stinging at the he=l which ultimately must be set
upon the serpent's head and erush it.

And what shall we say about religion ?The future of m
mankind is a relizious future. It is man as religzious that is

to rule the world. What changes of form relicious thoucht may

undergo, who can prat -
- - 411 yrene ;-i o [=L> N1 °F g 2 ] 1
o nd to say ?But that religion -hall serdsh

4
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The Giant with the Wounded Heel .

none of us believes. Indeed I do not know how any man can
really believe in religion today , who does not believe in the
destiny of religion to be mistres= of the world.I cannot
believe in God without believing that he 1= the rightful
Lordo of everythinz; for that is what "God™ mean=. A God who
1s not richtfuul Lord and Master, 1s not God..We say this with
entire certainty, and then, we look up to see religion
conjuering the world.We do see what we look for. But we see
something else besides . How the great congueror is harrassed
and tormented. Look how her theorles break down in human action.
Behold the hypocracy, the selfishness, the bigotry, the fanatacism
y the untruthfulness, the formality, the cowardice, the meannesc
of religious people! Wounded in th= house of her friends,is
this great majestic Beine who 1s some day to save and rule the
world. And outside of her friends, amonz her ensmies, men
insult and oppose her as if she were their worst foe, -nd not
what she really 1s, their only hope. The work which she is
bound to 4o will noneth=les= be done, hut it will be Aone
under perpetual ovposition and persecution, done with torn
and bleedihg-hands and feet.

Turn now away and think how true the picture of the
Bock of Genesis is to our personal 1ife. You know the hiddrances
you have met.Paul's story has been your story. When you would do
good =vil was with you. You never %gganZ?Xgiythe low ordinary

level of living, that a hind did not &eem to catch vou and hold

you back, aAnd yet, 1s it not wonderful hrow you have kept the
assuranc= that zood and mot evi) is the true master nower of

your life.The <ame 1= true 3bout falth. To believe 15 ths tru-=
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glory of existance. To disbelieve is to give ourselves into

the power of death, and, just so far, to cease from living.

And you are living not dead. You do heolieve. You ara quite sure
of splritual verities.God is 2 truth to yvou. Your =oul is

your true self, Christ, the spiritual p=rfectness of manhood,

the true Son of God, 1s really King of the world. Wonderful is
that faith in faith, 2 thing +to he thankful for to all eternity;
wond=rful is that faith in faith by which the =oul dares to

be sure, even in the very thick of doubt, that in belief and n
not in unbelief, is its eternal rest and home.

What 1s the story of that wondrous 1life which,
centuries afterward, Christ 1lived in Palestine ? It is the story
of a 1ife wounded again and again by an antagonist whom at last
it overthrew.Christ's victory was perfect on the cross.

God revealed His sreat dAivine purpoe on that eross ..It is
dependent forits d=tailed execution on the will of men ! Let
me belleve that, and then I Xnow what mean= this Ineradicable
hope =2nd this perp=tual discouracem~nt.Let me Ynow that, and
then I under~tand hoth why the zood 4oes not conquer now, and
why the good must conjuer at the 1ast.

Our last question still remains. What sort of human
life will this world tend to make in the meantime~, or what
will be the truest and most fitting 1ife to live in a3 world
such as this which we have seen our world to be. For man 1s ea
capable of many lives, and is ablé to answer to the world in
which he lives with aporopriate response,

Two gqualities, I think, must certainly appear in the

man who has thoroughly caught th= spirit and ig SUsceptible to



oFnt soylarsfio avis ot ol sv=ileadath T .eompieire %o v=olr

contvll smow? eceao o e om Dok By  (HY¥pap Yo vewoo op
artis atlfre ~wp pgoY ,oveffed of sl Breb Fon rofvif Bavr oy IS

wi T[uds =paY gov of figad ¢ 21 bol,zeldtyey [pudlvler "o

Bootoem Yo ??ﬂﬁiﬁﬁq**ﬁ.ffﬂﬂfﬂiﬂﬂ sy [dpixtld Hlsr AgnT ~Tun
s} [gobmal  Efwow afd %0 onlX yllses sl ,bod %o oof
ivtimvata fip ot «6? Futalme o3 otb o prefeit ¢ orfdle™ At AdfeT dend

a3 ponpt [uos add dolde v f#feY ot o3l 203 = fo¥y foow

~ kg Faltag m} e ddweoh Mo doldd yysvoerts of aeve STUE 87

,emoft ke toon ?Fﬁw?#ﬁ‘rﬁi el el fndrir =2 dn7

Jotfw oTtl rrovbron 1663 Y0 {mear apfly o1 dprlt
yrots afdr 1 31 ¥ coefdreberS oof Eewr bl 4o fapS . hyewwad®rs calrineD
der ! 3s morw Isinozaise v vd nfcme boe fefe Bebopow oMl e %0

cEawg mfd An d5e%vag rew vNolaly n¥ds bl wandinovo 41

L i | pagan Friddl o smogrTda anfvih deane - I Ralsevery telo o8

R S

3

tal | mam Yo [fiw ofd =6 ~otduosxs beffedeh sdiss” Iraboscst

e [dgnlbrrert = ¥ sneag trdw womd I aerld By Jepd avg} lad am

ey

arrnr

Pree Jdep?t wons o 38 Isfa-mospaoaE bk fepdsge=n =101 &
Brr WO wratf; ton dore mack hoog af+ viw frod Bopdoasibogy I opapid
7.3'—'rr ardd dg waurans dzum hooT :««H vl

?F*HFV“Q tene FroW Lookpmes [F13p moldsapng 2ol vul
$iphe o oriteean ofd nf sdem od bas? pl~ow ~ipfd [{tw =711
Kivow ¢ nl avil oF a¥El pNivdit Jerom Bhe Jeou~d erfd od [idw
i o@ Mol “oT Jod of hlvow wwo moss aved sw dalrw =2ldy =f rous
qF Bf~xow of? of vowene of 8lde ot bor eyt yveem %o eldeqrd
.eppoage ey edplagoraar fdiw eawlf apg falfw

af® np wrogae vixletyen 2=1rm JHaret T palttletr oWl
aerl pplw . oES

nd ~Idtigec-er sl P 4 fertge -rid Fdzueo virauorord 2



to the best influsnces of this world. Ones gquality I call watch-
ful-hope and the other I call anxious charity. Hope and Charity,
these must both spring up from th= soul® pf faith .If God has
truly a purvose for our live=, who dare be hopeles=. If God

has really a purpose for our brothers 1ife, who dare despalr

of him/? Ah we do only half believe it.Therefor?our hone is

such a colorles=s and fesble thing; therefore our dharity so
doubts and heslitates. But they are-in us still. They must be

in us just in proportion to our faith in God.

And y=t the hope must be a watchful hope, the charity
must be an anxious charity.Hope 1s aware of dabhger; charity is
full of fear;in this world where God ¥jas done all God can,
and yet leaves the last declsion of his own desztiny in the hands
of man.

When we look up to Christ and catch the color of his
wo%;ouq 1ife, 1ic there not thare the confirmjtion and supreme
exemplification of 2ll this ? In him are watchful hope and
anxious charity complete. This story of his 1ife is no wild shout
flune forth out of the cloudless sky, but a rick, solemn, deep
beautiful music, wherein the =ense of danger always trembles
and sways beneath the constancy of an unalterable certainty of
God.

If we are saved by Christ, it will b= into the life
of Christ that we are saved, into the inextinguishable hope
and in to the watchful fear together.Not intoxicated by the hope

and not discouraced by the fear, we shall 70 On our way expecting

both parts of the 014 propheey to be fulfill

were both fulfilileq in Him
the serpent,

ed in us as they
« Expectine to be ¢

but sure ultimatelv. 1f we 1-t God give 1 11
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