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THEY THAT WAIT UPON THE LORD.

Isagah 40; 27-31.
iphesians $:10-20, Ferne Grah-am.

They th:it walt upon the Lord shall renew their strenzth.
They shall-MOUNT UP LIKE EAGLES*¥*RUN AND NOT BE WEARY®*WALK
AND FAINT NOT-. :

This is a verse with o food flow to it.The words roll off
one's tonzue, and sound forceful. They paint word plctures-
Wwe can see things happeninge- mounting the alr with the wings
~of an eazle= runniny with strenczbh and -speed and not beéng
wearv: Walkineg ©K 4KB OK- without losss of &Bremptfh (AND FAINT
Wl L‘) :

ALl OF THIS FPOR" walting on the Lord."

But I wonder how manv _of us have puzzled over thls verse =
har= wondered wnhat its mes=age was to the people of Isrsel-
WHAT IT MZANS 10 US -An then when we find a message and truth
we realize that the basic elemente of being human have not
ci-nzed since this was written, The soarine- the running-
the walkinz- cin rofer te Mife8w ctages - and these have been
2 port 0f 11fe throénsh the penturies,It i1s not a regression,
ht rather 4 ~rowing- we fly -we run- we walk.

PHEY SHALL MOUNT UP JITH WING3 AS EAGL 52,1t sounds very
' nieturesque-and almost impos=ible.And yet I am sure there are
gome _amonz U3 who probably feel ready to "take off"sometimes -

and others who rem~mber when 1t used to b= that way. ;

A few vears azo I met a MISSIONARY DOCTOR who had served 1in
Koraa, -~nd had Jjust returned to Canada to retire.She talked of
her work, aneakinz with great ENTHUSIASM AND VIGUR ,, and I
racall her deseription of the early days in Korea, when she used
to FLY throuzh ths hospital and out into the villages day and
nicht.

AND WE'VE ALL SE I EXAMPLES OF THIS-OR LIVED EXAMPLES OF IT¥*
The snthusiasm- the energy- the new ideas carried one eagerly
from one task to another.+E WEZRE WILLING TO EXPERIMENT- to take
chances to make mistakes, Sometimes we felt that WE ALONE
COULD CHANGE AN INSTITUTICN -or a community - or even the world.
PERHAPS QUR WILLINGNESS TO TRY made up for the mistakes we made,
or the AUDACITY WE SHOED IN THE FACE OF THOSE WHO TOLD US THAT
WME MOUNTAINS weren't meant to be moved. 5

Some yerms 2ago 1 attendied a noontime prayer service in one of
Torontd®d 1-rver churches after which the 800 or more who had
gathered for prayer marched in orderly fashion to present
qa BRIFF TO ONE OF TH# FOREIGN 'EMBAS3IIES, We wERE n impressive
group, representing all the Christian denominations and the
Jewish falth,Our presentation for the ¥mbagsy had ber-n carefully
and prayerfully planned as h=ad the whole march.

BUT AS WE APPROACHED THE EMBASSY WE CAME FACE TO RACE WITH
A MUCH SMALLER GROUP<University students who had been camping
on IN FRONT OF THE EMBASSY FOR SEVER L DAYS IND NIGHTS. They
were a somethat bedraggled group, HUDOULED UNDER COATS iND BLANKETS-

A BIT UNKEMPT AND UNCOMBED. They watched us come- in straicht
lines and with motorcycle police holding back traffic for us-
and some of them sald, "Thanks'for your help," or "1 thousht
you'd never get here,"
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The hurtinz part for me was to hear some of our numbers
: g8 like- i

sag%gé g?%?T4TEEL M& THEY REALLY CARE BOUT WHAT IS HAPPENING
THEY'R<Y HEZRE WOR 1 GOOD TIME." ;

"SUREZIT'S EASIER THAN WRITING EXAMS.™

I wanted to cry 2t th:t mom-nt. I knew th:t if it had not

re-n for that bedraggled group of youns peopls ,many of us
JOULD HAVS. RSMAINED AT HOME IN OUR %.3Y CHAIRS.We'd have watched
the news, and maybe s521d,"ISN'T THAT A SHEME I'' when we saw
violence and inhumanity.But this sroup h:d se=n 1% too- had
taken up th ir vigil,sayinz to us in many differ=nt ways, 'DON'T
JU3ST SIP TYTRZ-DO 3OMETHING. "

Our way of doimg something was not theirs.iWe felt that our Jobs
wers of shifficisnt importance to ke=p us at them, instead of
campinst in front of an embisey.That was why we came tozether
durins the noon hour.We felt that our belief in God brouzht us
torether- that our responsibility for God's people demanded
some action. If we. had analized it I'M SURE WE'D H'VE SAID
THAT OUR 035G :NIZED PETITICN WOULD HAMEMCRT INFLUFENCE THAN
THE ALL NIGHT VIGILZ.But in 2 sense the young people had 304RED
HIGUER, and ir doinz so made the rest of us aware of the need

‘and. SHAMED U7 INTC 30ME ‘CTION.Furthermore the way in which they

had chosen to do it was not an easy way.

THEY TH .T WA IT UPCON THT ILORD SHALL RENEW| THEIR STRENGTH. THEY
SHALL MOUNT UP WITH WING3I AS EAGI ES. More power to them.

"YRE*'S MAD , ISN'T ME ?" some probhably ssaid of the young
mar Jasus. AND THY YOUNG SAUL THOUGHT HE NMUST HWE BEGN-UNTIL
HE TCO WAS CHANGED into Paul the missionary AND then his
friends cailled hin mad .

And down througzh the vears 3 younz Frances of Asslisi, or
1 Martin Luther,or a John Knox,or a'Chrles Wesley became
obsessad with an idea and a failth which bhrousght opportunity
for zrzat chanme.PROBABL.{ S0ME LUKEWARK BYSTANDER 34AIu THENMad,
i3n't he?” until someone wise enourh would remark, "YES HE'S MAD-
AND HOW I 4ISH HX JOULD BITE YOU AND ME t* ;

To those who are 3till voung and vigorous may we say,"KEEP
YOUR SIGHTS HIGH, AND LET YOUR ZEAL CARRY YCU TO MEET THiM."

‘ And to those who are no leonger in that zroup, may we say-
"LET*S NOT SHOOT CUR SOARING GROUP DOWN BEFORE THEY GET STARTED. "
We need each other- and the soaring of some helps us all to

secshhow it mizht be.

BUT THEN WE COME B .CK TO THE SECOND PART OF THE VERSESTHEY
SHALL RUN AND NOT BE WEARY.™ :

Someone pointed out to me awhile ago that our prayers in specéd
121 services almost alwaiys ask for zuidance ~nd supvport for the
younz, and for the elderly- but rarely for the people in
between, AND THEN SHE ADJED: "And they're the ones who. carry most
of the responsibiliity for the world."™ ; :

AND IN A SENSE, it'=s true : and we might add-they're the ones
who are often TRAPPED IN UNSATISFYING JOBS, TRAPPED BECAUSE :
OTHERS DEPEND ON THEM IO CARRY THROUGH IN A RESPONSIBLE WiY*.
they're the ones who are blamed for tHa wrONG3 OF 3S0CIETY,

THE SYSTEMS THAT FAIL CR CAUSE CONFUSICON.

They're th= ones who must often carry the loads of public
office-~ who take on work of btoards »nd committees- who offer
leadership to the young and suppnort the azeing- and it the

same
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game time carry responsible positions in the working world-
as well as responsiblities for home and famllies.

PHEY SHALL RUN AND NOT BE WEAR{- sometimes we even wish that
the last gprt were true.

It's hard to find excitine stories about this zgroup-they're
so buay planning and carryins out plans that they squeeze a
prayer meetinzg and a march to a forelgh embassy into one ncon
hour, -
S0 I went to the newspapers- ini as well as news of violence
and denial of human rizhts I found some other items:

USKE NEWSPAPHR ITEMS--- MANDATE .

We need this sroup of people- even thouzh sometimes those
of us who are part of it are tempted to abdicate.

There's a 10ad to be shouldered a nesdy nd hurting world
to ba saved for future generations.WE NZ:D TO ReEMEMBER th t
"They that walt upon the Lord shall run and not be weary."

And then we com= to the 1last group described in the verse.

THEY SHALL WALK AND NOT FAINT., There comes 2 time in the 1life
of each one of us when w2 no longer want -or are able to -
carry the burdensof r=sponsibility that once were possible.
NO I1ONGHR DC THEY S0 :R#C0R JCG®*-.THROUGHLIFE -but are slad to be
able to walk and faint not .

THESE &R . THF SAINT3 OF BARTH- very often the onec who continue
to serve in the BEST.POSTIBIE WAY, even with decreasine strength
ard energy. These are the ones THO H VE CIVEN OF TH-M3ELVES ALWAYS,
and never cpunted the cost,

ivery once in a while we resd of thess persons in our church
papers. THEY HAVE GIVEN YHARS :ND YEARS OF S3ERVICE IN A CHOIR,
or 6n 3 church board, or as a teicher or leader of youth.

-WE CCULD POINT OUT CGNTRIBUTICONS made by such pecple in this

congregation, VAN WHEN THEY ARE NO LONGER ABLE TG DO TASKS3

94T ONCE WERL THEIRS- even bBchaeeuse of fallino health they now
s2am to be 3TANDING 3TIlL- even then thesre is often a show of
SBIRIT =nd ENUURANC: THAT IS HARD IU MATCH. The old relationships
and caring continue and there 1s no +hisper of loss of falth.
They shall walk and FAINT not. :

The lives of each of us have be=n influenced and are STILL
BEING INFLUENDED BY SUCH PFROPLE. 3ome y=ars ago there was a
national ball tournam=nt in a ball park acrosz the street
from a church in which I was working., WHEN RAINY #HEATHER RUINED

B

'THE PLAN' FOR GAME3S- the last game- am important one was in

progress just across the ztreet as we arrived aft church 3Sunday
morning.A GOOCD FRIEND OF MINE, A MAN WELL INTO HIS 80's
mlssei only that one zame in the whole tourn=ment, WE MET

N THE STEP3 OF THE CHURCH listenins to sounds from the ball
park and I sugsested that 1t mizht be hard for him to make

the decislion to come to church: HE DREW HIMSFLF UP TC HIS FULI
HEICHT, LOCKED ME STRAIGHT IN THE EYE and sald,"Certainly not!
I know where I WANT -TC B ON SUNDAY MORNINGS, "

We need you-oh how we need vou! with vour faithfulness and

your STEADL WITNESS. Times may change, new leadership
replaces the old - but there's strenzth 4in KNOWING THAT YOU
ARE WAITING UPON THE LORD - that you have mounted up with wings
as eagles, you have run and not be-n weary , that you ean '
continue to walk and faint not.



AND THAT'3 THE KEY 0 3ll of this - that w:itinz upon the lord-
finding = centre within us thit is atune to the will afid the
GRACE OF GOD.

The letter to the Ephesians called i1t SalfrnkcotiN tWHE wHOLE
ARMOR OF GOD #" and speaks of prayer and faith and strengzth
~Zzalnst the elements of darkness and evil,

There's no easy way to have this hapren - and yet it is a
zift.It*= ours to accept - and to keep . It's not a burden to
car“y. but wings to carry us -.Tda¥ TIAT WAIT UPON TH= LORD

HiLL RENEW TH=IR STRENGTH. THEY 3HALL MOUNT UP_ WIIH NINGS AS
umli“i-?%f JHALL . RUN AND NOT BE WE RY-=THCY SHALL WALK
AKD NOT-FAINT.

PRAYER. God of our yesterdays and our tomorrows be wlth us
today.In whatever stage of 1ife we find ourselves guide our
thouchts and actions.We walt upon ¥ou - in Jesus' Name,

Amen.,

Eden-Ridinz Mountain ,
Jan.14th/79



