
THE^ THAT UPON THE LORD.
kOi ^7-31.

Eoher^ims 6;10-20. Fp>rne Gr^ih-;m.

They th it wait upon the Lord shall renew their strenf^th.
They shall-i'iOUNT UP LIKE S^GLKS '̂̂ HUZv AND NOT 3E wE;\RY
AND FAINT NOT-.

This l3 verse with -i ifood -^low to it. The words roll off
one's tongue# and sound forceful. They oaint word pictures-
we can see things hapoenin.::- xountin^s the air with the wings
of an eagle- runnin? with strenclbh and -speed and not be&ng

'wearv: Walking dh 4Ka Oh- without losss of ^feBSwtfth (AND FAINT
i4U T)

/d,L 0? nil lOri' waiting on the Lord. '

Rut I wonde-^ how rnmv of us have puz:?led over this verse -
'irnn«ipr»p»fi what its T'le^'^age w-^s to the oeoole of I«=:reel —

•/^ilAT ir ih-AMhJ U-l -.-U^ then when we find a message and truth
we realize th--.t the basic elements of being human hav'=> not
cj^nged since t^^ls was 'Written. The soaring- the running-
the walkln:- c. t,n to rtif«^ "tage^ - and these have been
a p'rt o" 1 i-^e *-h-"6u-^h t^° c^ntu'^i^®. It is not a •^'egression,
tut rith'^r a rowing— we —we run- we walk.

THEf IHAIL iMOUNT UP 'I TH AflM.-l AS It sounds very
• nlcturessne-and -^Imc^t impossible. And yet I sure th°re are

some among us who orobabla/ feel ""eady to 'taVie off'*somotiines —
and others wh3o rem-'^nber when it used to b-^^ that way. ;

A ^ew years ato I met a I-'Id^lOMAHf DOCTOR who had served in
Kor^a, -na h"!d Just i-eturned to C ^.nad \ to r'^tire. She talked of
her work, sneakinT with great EdTHU5I\3n aND VXGoR # and I
recall her description of the early days in Korea» when she used
to FLY through the hospital and out into the villages day and
nirht.

UiC VE'VE AI.L IS [i EXAIld.Es oP THIS-OH LIVED EX'J-IPLES OF IT*
The enthusiasm- the energy- the new ideas carried one eagerly
from one task to another. aS VEHS iVILLING TO EXPERIMENT- to t ike
ch-»nces to make mistakes, loraetimes we felt that WE ALCKS
COULD CHANGE AN INITITUTION -or a community - or even the world.
PErtH'P - OUR WILLINGNEIG T1 TRY mide un for the mistakes made,
or the AUDACITY '.VE rHOSO lA- THE FACE 0? rHOlE WHO TOLD Ud THAT
"OXE NCUNTAIN- vreren't m''='ant to be moved.

Home yeEss ago I attended a noontime onver service in one of
Torontdfe^ larger churches ifter which the 800 or more who had
gathered for prayer mi.rched in orderly fashion to present
a BRIEF' TO ONE OF PR!" FOREIGN EMPAHSISH. We wEBE m Impressive
group® representing all the Christian denominations and the
Jewish faith.Our presentation for the Embassy had be^n carefully
and prayerfully planned is had the whole march.

BUT AH WE APPRO ACHED THE ENR M vY WE CAME F-CS TO PACE WITH
A MUCH HMaLLER GROUP-University students who had be^n camping
ou IN ^RONT OF THE EHbASHY l^OR HEV'iR X D \f 1 \ND NIGHTH. They
were a some-.'hat bedraggled group, HUDuLED UNDSTi CO ATI \ND BLANKETS.
A BIT UNKEMPT UNCOFiBED. They watched us come- in str4i-:ht
lines and with motorcycle police holding back traffic for us-
and some of them said® "Thanks^ for your help®'* or **1 thought
you'd never get here."
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The hurtlna; part for me was" to hear some of our numbara
sayih-? thlr^'e Xibe —

"fOU CVN'T TELL ME THEY HE-'U-Li' CAHE 'vBOUT v'iAT IS ^i\P-SNIKG
THEfTi"' yiir^E ' GOOD TIME,"

"SUREifclT'S EASIER TH^.N IffilTING EX.AMS. "
I wanted to ct'/ -^t th^ t moraT.t, I bnew th 't If It had not

"be n for- th^t bedratTffled a:rouo -of yourp; oeopl? .many of us
.JOOIL K'.V'Z BLM'-INED ~HOMK IN OUR E SY CRal.RS, We*d have witched
t-he news, and maybe n"-ldt"I~iw' T C'IaT A ! ' when we s ijf
violence and Inhumanity.Put this nrcup h ;d »r> it too- had
taben up th Ir vigil.sayin- to us in many different ways,'DON T
JU^r >If r*I'RI-iX»'"OfTTRIfG. "

Our w-ay of doing something xiras not theirs. We felt that our Jobs
were of stLfflci'^nt imnortanc® to keep at, them, instead of
campinT in front of an emb^s^y.That was why we came together
during the noon hour. We felt that our belief in God brought us
to'-ether- th?t our re?ponsibillty for Clod's people demanded
some action. we. had -anallzed it I'M -URE Wh.,*D R VE S.AXD
TH iT CUR CRl 'NI'^En ''yPITIoy WOUI D MCR " Ii\r'LUFhCE THAN
THE ALL NirtHr vi.lJL^.But In a sense the young people had "OARED
HITHER, and ir. doing so made th° r^st of us aware of the need
and SHAMTT) UT IL PC X.-'E '.CTIC A". Furthermore th^ x-ray in vrhlch they
h"." chosen to do it was rot ar e^sy way,

TiIFiT TH .T W^IT UPON TH.' lOHD ~HHL R/KEL PHfi'.I.R ATRi L-G T"H. THF.Y
•iri'MI- MOUNT UP ^'ITH WIFG T AS E'GIEf. More pow^r to them.

'•HB* A mad , ITU*T HE ?" some probab3y s^id of the young
man Jesus. V:D TH'-' fOUNG GAUI. THOUGHT He MUST H-VB BE':U-UNTIL
HI TOO ivAS CHANGED into Paul the ralsslomry iND then his
friends called him mad ,

And "'own th'^ounh th-® ye^rs a young Frances of Assisl, or
a Martin Luther,or a John Knox,or a Chrles Wesley became
obsessed with an Ideq -and a t-i^ith which b-^-ought opno"»-tunlty
for graat cha.nye. PROP -3I'^ 'Xi'lF I UKE '̂LARl'; LY 5TANDER TAI^' 'THENi'Mad,
isn't he?" until someone wise enough would remark, "YES HE'S MAD-
.\r^D HOW I .^asH H' /OULD BITE fOU •\^JD ME !"

To those who are still young and vigorous may we say,"KEEP
YOUR >SIGHT1 HIGH, AND LET YOUR :2EAL CAhHY YOU TO MEET TH/M. "

' And to those who are no longer in that group, ma.y we say-
"Lf:T*G NOT HHOOT OUH GO-triING GaOU? DCU!i BEFORE THEY GET fTVRTED."

We need each other- and the soaring o-^ some help.s us all to
seehhow it mimht be.

BUT THEN WE COK.E B CK TO THE SECOND PART 0^ THE VERSEATHSY
SHALL RUN NOT BE WE uTY."

Someone pointed out to me awhile ago that our prayers in specfc
lal services almost always ask for guidance "-nd support for the
youn.g, and for th'^ elderly- but rarely for the people in
between. THEN SHE AD-''£0: "And they're th° ones who carry most
of the responsibility for the world."

AND IN A SENSE, it'- true : and we might add-they're the ones
who are often TRAPPED IN UNSATISFYING JOBS, TRAPPED PEC.AUSS
OTHER'"! DEPEND ON TH^.u-i TO CARRY THROUGH IN" A RESPON SIBLS W-.Y*-
they're the ones who are blamed for the WRONGS OF XCIETY,
THE SY.STEMS THAT FAIL OR CAUSE CONFUSION.

They're th-^ ones who must often carry the loads of public
office- who take on work of boards and committees- who offer
leadership to the young and support the ageing- and at the

same
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3nme time carry rescon.^l'ble positions In the worklTT^ world-
as well as responsihllties for home and families.

SH\LL RUN 'INU NOT sometimes we evep wish thit
the last pT5rt were true.

It*s hard to find excitinp- stories about this group-they're
so busy planning and carryln;- out plms that they squeeze a
prayer meeting and a march to a forelgh embassy into one noon
hour.

-So I went to the newsoapers- as well as news of violence
and denial of human ria-hts X found some other items:

nrwrp^\p:-:r items— m.-lndats .
We need this group of people- even though sometimes those

of us who are part of it are tempted to abdicate.
There's a load to be shouldered a needy and hurting world

to b--= saved for future g'=nerations. WE K-T/.D TO Hr-Mii'iBSH th t
"Tjiey that wait upon the Lord =hall run and not be weary."

And then we oom^ to the last grouo described in the verse.
THEl W-VI K \ND NOT FMNT. There comes a time in the life
of each one of us when we • no "longer want -or are able to -
Ca"^ry the burd'='nsof r^scon'^ibllity that once wene oossible.
NO lONGEh 00 TREY RO-HSCR JCG»-TR?OUG RLIFS -but are »-^lad to be

able to walV f-lnt not ,
THE^E THE "MM T" OF E h: TE- very often the one° who continue

to serve in the BERT. POR'^IEI E WlY, even with dec-»''^ asing strength
and energy. These ire the ones ^;{0 1 VF OF TR-MRHLVES ALWVYR,
and never ooi^^'ted the co®t.

Tvery once in a while read of thpse persons in our church
pap-r==. THSy HWE GIVET YE^R'^ ND OF RSnviCE I!; 1 CHOIR,
or Or. a church board, or as a teicher or leader of youth.
'WE CCUID POIKT GUT CQN TRI'^UTIONS made by such peonl e in this
congregatlon, EVEN -.•REt] rXEY ARE NO LONjEH •XjLE iO L/0 TASKR
TRiT ONCE WER •, THEIR 1- even lificbuceuse of fallinrr h'=»alth they now
.s-'='era to b*^ ^'TANDINJ ^TIIL- even then th^-re is often -a show of

and EN'-UHVNC^ ^RAT IS i\> MATGR. The old relationships
and caring continue and there is no .hisper of loss of faith.
They shall walk and FAIF.'T not.

The lives of each of us have be?n influenced and are STILL
BEING INFLUE.iOED IK SUCH PTOPLE. vome y'-^ars ap"o there was a
national ball tournam^'nt in a ball park across the street
from a church in which I was working. WREN RAINY WEATHER RUINED
TtlS PL \U FOr G M'421- the l-^st game- an imoortant one was in
progress just across the street as we ar^^lved ^t church Sunday
morning.A GOOD FRI'l'ND OF NIr'E, A A WELL INTO RI t 80* s
missel only that one game in the whole tourn'^ra^nt, WE MET
ON TR'*. SPEPi OF TR.F CHURCH listenln':' to rounds from the ball
park and I sug^rested that it might be hard for him to make
the decision to com° to church^ RE DR •W RIM'^:-TF UP TC RIR FULt
Hill HI, lOGKFL MF STRAIGHT IN THE EYE and said, "Certainly not!
I know where I vU.'l' TO 3 01' lUuG ^:0RNIN•F3. "

We need you-oh how we need you! with your faithfulness and
your GTEADY 'WITNSHR. Times may change, new leadership
replaces the old - but there's stren-th in KNOWING THAT YOU
ARE WAITIIvG UPON THo LORD - that you have mounted up with wings
as eagles, you have run and not be---n weary , that you can
continue to walk and faint not.
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AND THAT*^ KEY fO. ^11 of this - that w Itln^ upon the Lord
flndinp: Cftntre within us th^t Is atune to the will afid the
gr^cf: of god.

The letter to the Epheslans called it t®HE WHOLE
AflwOR OF GOD A'* q.nd speaks of prayer and faith and streni?th
•^,c*-.lnst the elements of d !rkn9ss and evi] .

There's ro easy way to have this hapi'^en - and yet it is a
^ift.It's ours to accept - and to keen • it's not a burden to
carry» but wincrs to carry us fd£!t! T iAT •v-ir uVOL Td.^ LOiiD
1^-LL :"w irREKor-i. rHi/ -.hu-L eount up wings as
^•AGLE" tm riEY r-iMt RUN aND KO T BE wL HY—Tl: ^ ^ILaLL i^ALK

PRAYER. God of our yesterdays and our tomorrows be with us
today. In whatever stajre of life we find burselves guide our
thouaht-:? and actions. We wait upon ^ou - in Jesus' Kame.

Amen.

Eden-Hldln.T Mountain ,
J --n.l4-th/79

\-


