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October £2nd. IQ&G.

vear Grace and Norm:

Just a few lines to say that we have
young Bob here,]looking very well and hasnt he grown? I was
obliged to keep him waiting rather a long time at the C.P.E.
depot,ass our wonaerfull ferry was out of commission this morning
and I didnt know it,neither did I realize that it was off for
the day until many of us had waited nearly an hour,thinking
that it was merely a temporary breakdown.This ferry is the
subject of a lot of controversory just now,ag we are all
agitating for either a new larger one or a bridge and be done
with it.Unfortunately. for us all in this very easy going
Province,the work is being done by the bridge committee and
the rest are just letting George do it, I suppose you know all
about that down there,no doubt?

I must a_.ologize for not replying to your letters of
last spring when you both wrote so very nicely about Corinne,
which I very much a;preciated,but nothing has occurred as yet
and maybe never wiil.She is certainly a very nice person indeed
but I have since thought,especially after such griefas .e have
had with the various cooks that we have had this summer,that if
she was rather less of a talented musician and more of a cook,
that it might have a better chance of success.She is quite
willing to go ahead it appears,on the understanding that she
help finance a housekeepers wages,and Joyce,for one,is all
for her,but Bobby is not so keen and as Bobby is the most
important issue to be considered,I am inclined to go more
slowly. Some day we shall meet again and can either get
started again or break it off altogether.I can truthfully say
that I have not met a nicer person in many years,and while I
do fully appreciate such talent as hers,nevertheless I also
appreciate talents in other directions. che is attractive
and presentable to the nth degree,znd immensely popular
wherever she goes,and had to be good to get to where she did
in the air force. We still write back and forth,she is better
at it that I am. I am also a little shy avout going further
until I know more about myself and will not be much the wiser
until I have had thg next session in the hospital,which may
quite alter things. There is some talk again about an
operation and if so,this time it will be a major job.

I wonder if T might impose on vour good nature to the
foliowing gxtent? (if Hope were alive she would object to it
on the grounds th t we never seemed to write enough to vou
folks unless we wanted something!) I have been asked by the
Pensions dept. to proviéde proof that I have had trouble for



years past with this ulcer and arthritic condition,and have
had many good letters for my file from most of the doctors,
druggists and frignds that I have dealt with,from nearly
everyone,except Alan,who simply does not reply to a request of
that sort and who said some years ago,with considerable heat,
that he wished I would forget my pension. He is intensely proud,
Justifiably so,and all that but afterall,I did go to France at
fifteen ana it has been my health and financial situation that
has suffered according.iy.,so that I,together with wany of my
friends and other people,consider me amply justified in going
after better treament! I ascure you that there will be no hard
feelings if you aont care to,on the gother nand,if you do,it
would carry some weight with the powers that be.If you rsalily
wouldnt mind doing it,let me know,and I will give you an outline
on what is needed the most.

The least that I intend to go after is the reinstatement
on the fifty per cent basis,with back pay,amounting to $IZ£.50.
per month,retroactive to May,I9%2, I lost that mainly due to
an act passed by E.B.Bennett,who cut the civil service at the
same time,but who were reinstated soon after,and they forgot me
at a time when I really could have used it very nicely. I have
spent over a thousand dol.ars in drugs alone since 123Z,which
I am not supposed to have to do,and quite a bit more on doctors
etc, The difference between what thev eventually gave me ana
what the head examiner recommended amounts to ovei,feourtesn
thousand five hundred,spread over sixteen years,Their
recommendation for a I0O0 per cent pension is still on file with
the dept, I flatter myself that there are not many people in
my condition who would have let it go unchallenged since I93Z!

No more for now,It is verv nife having young Bob with
us.Bobby is just about to take him down to the Peat Company
people to see how things stand at present.Its just as well to
do it at once and be on the list. If he is too late there,no
doubt he could get on as a driver with one of the local
trucking companies,who may need men at present. In any event,we
will do our best to see that he gets a chance at all the
prospects, :

- ALl good wishes,etec,Hope that you are all very
well.We have had colds here.l have been in bed for some days,
but feel not too bad tonight.Write when you have time,

Slncerelﬁ_

Bobn
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January 2& rd. ig47,
Dear Norm:
¥any thanks for ygur welccme letter of the 6th.its
always nice to hear from you.You are a most faithful and sincere
correspondent! Ive never known a better one! I fall very short
of such stanaards,but actually do like to write to someone like
yourself ,pelieve it er not!

vately I have had more than usual trouble from this

arthritic busi nesu,¢tb going right up the back of my neck,

feels just as if my head was in a vice,with constant headaches,I
shall be glad if,and when,they can do something about it in
ospital, I had expected to be in there by now,but will no
doubt make it by next Monday. I phoned the admitting doetor,a
brother of the Dr.,John Scott,who looked gfter Hope in the
University Hospital in Fdmonton,who says that they are very
crowded but will make room for me. I anticipate at least one
operation for sure.

I hope that this isea of mine to have you look up
wy pension affairs there,will notvprove-to-be“of too much
annoyance, Immediately after I had ma led it to you,I was
inclined to wish that I had not caused you the trouble,

The other day,I again met the chap who w s in hospital
near me last winter,and whom they had put out,saying that he had
no case.He sued through the civil courts and widn his case last
spring,about £7000.00,.from which they deducted his hospital
bill,failed to grant a pension at all and oenly paid him the
balance just recently.However,I .as glad to hear that he had
got it.He had been run down by an officer driving an army
truck at Vernon,B.C. about four years ago,and his back hasnt
been much good since them, My case is quite different,having
already had a pension,and also a strong recemmendation for
full pension on tep.of that, I really would not "have minded
not getting the full pension,had they not cut me down when 1
really felt quite ill,and at the time whHen they had only just
dltered the pension ruling thit from then on fifty gercgnter%
would be on the permanent list.Thie last item was nothing
short of a dirty deal.When I was last in the Fdmorniton hospital
in November,.42, the doctor who.loockédd after me took great pains
to assure me that there was absolutely nothing serieous about
ny case,yet when I was boarded out by the head pensions
examiner,l was told that when there was no tissue left in that
area,they would remove at least half my stomach,or whatever
proved to be necessary.All,of which struck me s being rather

contradictory,aont you thlnk° The haed gngn heré recofmends surgery

now,and I oont loos forward to it at all.In almqst eVery Cask
whﬁrela man has th ‘these. thlngs for abouggpwen y ggars , they

e




did not survive., To use their ¢wn expression,the operation

was a complete sucess,but the patient unfortunately aied!"™ I dc
not suggest that my case is as serious as thatbut I aont look
forward to it, In any event,I shall not go into it,without
considerable discussion v'th them,and when all other prospects
are eliminated.The adverse effect of these adhesions must be
recognized before I will submit to it,and any other possibility.

I am not warrying about myself,in the least, lease
believe that.Only insofar as it affects my usefulness to nmy
family,because they do need me for a while,at least. I like it
here and 1 like the work and only:wish that I could do more
than I do. I like very much working with Bobby,even wnen he
gets impatient with me!

Even if you are no longer in the cabinet,a letter to the
Federal Minister wouldnt Kurt a bit a little 1la ter on,when the
program is launched.l wish also that old Charlie Etemart hadnt
died,as he would have helped a bit,

I shall ask the corresponding secretary of my battalion
association to write and alro the ‘CLrttdI" of our local wegion.I
rea.ly have a strong case,properly handled it should be a
sucess., This chap,uampbell that I mentioneéd,suggests that I
hand the case over to his lauyers.I cshall probably talk 1t over
with them,in case I need them.,Will also talk it over with the
head pensions man here,Dr Keillor,and if he is stuffy about it,
“@na aoeutnt offer any encouragemept I will know mhéitto do and
willl go ahead with all I can muster . Will let you know, later,

Glad the gloves were suitable.l like a lignt coloured
glove for winter wear in town,so thought they would be suitable
considering your position,l couldnt set peccary,or wouid have ¢
sent them instead,

L glad to hear t.at you now have electricity,its
a great item of help.Boy,would we hate to go back to COcl atl.
Banish all thought}! If ana when we are able to build our new
home,it will contain ail th.t we can find and afford in the
way of improveuents,for work and comfort.Will probauvly be heated
by an oil furnace,also an oil range,will also have a woed and
coal burning fireplawg,large windows and a nice basement,with
all laundry arrangeuwents and an electric pump with sensitive
feelings about water se :.page from the outside,also to carry
out water from the washer, Our maytag is still going ctrong,
never any <al trouble at 211.They are about the best made,Il
still thinls,

Bob T, is well,Im .only sorry that he has not been able
to connect up with a steaady Job at the wages th t I sug.ested.Be
is at present working on a baling outfit,for the time being.

Joyce is somewhat betier but is havin LttTe “skin
trouble,that interferes with her slecp quite a bit.I am going to
make an appointment tonight for her tn see Dr Williams in



Vancouver,the best man in town,about it,and hope that che can
get to see him very soon,

Bobby is very well and busy.Is getting to be uite a
mechanic,finally got their old jalopy toe run and is next
going to install an overdrive transmission in it,

Today Bouby and L were boxing up seed potatoe
job is to cut the seed,at least the stuff that go
got better stuff this year,all Foundation A,grow
grower,and are hoping f r results in excess of
had about 70wmtons last year,some of which are ¢
it 1s an earlier spring this year,we shalli do be

by a registered
ct yaeps.We
1 on hand.If

Just heard th t you are having more cold weath-r, It aid
not go below 4 above here and only one night of that,averaging
I5 above for about a week or so and now back to rain and warm
weather apain,

Wish very much that yvou folks were out here too,I feel sure
that you would like it.Do you ever think about it at all [®
surely would be great,if you were, A I00 acre farm wiil keep
You plenty busy and make ail you need to live very comfortably,

The last time I had a letter from Ernest,he sugzested that
I spend the winter with him in Florida,and catch a rich widow.I
dont know about that,but I certainly would like to spend the winte
there very much,

Very glad indeed to hear that Leslie is doing better now
and hope that it will continue,You will both be feczling much
petter about f£t,I am sure.Why dont yvou have hospitilazation
like we have here.believe me,it comes in handy.I feel that
eventually,all the associations wiil become rather topheavy,bub
while thay last,it i1s good business to be in with them,

Will drop you a line from hospital later on,All good
wishes to all of you,Write when you have time,

Sinceregly yours
Rols .

P.5. Havent heard from Corinne lately.Must have given me up as
a bad job, he was about to leave for New York,to meet her
Mother,who was coming over frox London to be with herg.
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