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Deer Normenn Add TFamly,

Resievet your willcomme letter #nd gled to hear thet you and your
Family &ll weil, Vedl I em sill in @he mill es the Hesdmiller,
The mill is a 4stead/ffeir9xl8 2stand , end 9x24 Sstand ,
2midling mills .The rest is deselm as in Heiota b A
> ie produce in 24 hours 135 barrel of flour by 78% extrsktion
i honestly believe thet Georpe wes not Caleculating wripgtlaghe dit
not go in to this gr ., busines Uemede lest veer 15070 Helear mony
grainding 136.000 bush of wht, )
The power cost of his mill is eabout Sgoiemonth Lichtincludet ,
When you ere in Wpg see my comn. in\Loberd building N\ [,y Bard,
And eskfor mr, lic, ®wenAnd heve s telk with him 3
Normen wie heve to gett together end stert this mill upp egein
Itdepends hou much George wants for it.2ll wie need is power, )
i em meking good mony hier snd gott e reise dezember fromm 1609
To 240 $And Zffrom the cleer nrofit :
T 8lso have chiken ferm hier wiech is worth %000
o Soyou end i sbuld gett thogether end form e comn,
and gett the mill es the fishing is good
llotor for the mill must be 60 ., H, P,
rite soon again &nd letts heer vour vies
Greetings to the femily as ever yvour old friend
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From an Original, footpainted

by A. Urata

Published by Rehandart Canada Limited
Lithographed in Canada by Lawson Graphics
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A very Happy Holiday season to all as 1984 is fast drawing to a
close and,I am sure, with mixed feelings, sadness for some and

happiness for others. In spite of what has happened during the
year, I sincerely hope you look forward to the coming year with
a positive approach and may good health be yours to pursue your

various goals.

It has been a busy year for me and I am glad to report I have been
blessed with good health. I had the pleasure of many out of town visitors
the first part of the year and enjoyed each and every one of you and look
forward to seeing any of you who many find yourselves in the Vancouver area.

Apart from my overseas trip, I had many weekend jaunts out of town-
Spokane, Everett and Penticton with the Insurance Womer's Association and
several overnight visits with my friend at her trailer in Birch Bay. While
in Spokane and Penticton I took a few extra days to visit with friends.

My big step in '84 was my decision to retire from my job in the
Insurance field after eleven years. I must admit it will take time to
adjust to a new life style but I'm sure I will enjoy the change. I will
remain active in the Ins. Women's Assoc. so long as I can be of assistance
in any way. I have made many good friends in the industry and do not want
to lose the contact.

I had the pleasure of returning to Europe in August, visiting again
some areas I had seen in 1981 and adding several more. We landed in Amsterdam,
a spot onecould visit time and time again. It is astonishing to see a city
that suffered such destruction during World War 11 recover and again rank as
the financial and industrial centre of the Netherlands. Chees and butter
are theilr main exports but we here in the Americas tend to think of wooden
shoes and bulbs. A visit to the floating flower market was a sight not to be
forgotten - we were told that 1,200 different species of tulips bloom during
April and May. We had time this trip to vist the Anne Frank House which
has been preserved much as it was when the family hid out those many months
during the German occupation and where Anne wrote her diary. The book and
movie would be more meaningful now after having seen the house and the
horrendous conditions under which they lived.

After a pleasant bus trip thro Belgium, we arrived at the Grand
Hotel right in the heart of Paris. Elegant coffee shops, the Opera House,
Notre Dame Cathedral, Eiffel Tower, Arc de Triophe, the Louvre together
with a huge department store were all within easy access to our hotel.
Living in Paris is said to be very expensive, few people own homes, most
live in flats in the suburbs and commute to the downtown business section
as we do in any large American city. The Louvre, the most famous museum
in the world, has three miles of art galleries so you can gporeciate that
a couple of days in this fabulous city is only a teaser.

After an all day train trip from Paris to Munich we were met by
a private, de-luxe motor coach and taken to the village of Oberammergau
high in the German Alps. This was the setting for the Passion Flay, which
was the main purpose of mytrip. This play depicts the suffering and death
of Christ in such a monumental way that the devout spectator experiences
deep religious feelings and the sceptical tourist cannot refuse respect
during the eight hour performance. The play originated in 1634 and takes



place every ten years but his was a special performance to mark the 350th
anniversary. Tho the village has a population of less than 6,000, more

than 1,200 performers, backed by a mixed choir of 48 and a 65 piece orchestra,
present the play 5 days a week from mid-May until the end of September to an
audience of approximately 5,000 daily. All performers must be native to the
area and are the local taxi drivers, shopkeepers, bankers, hotel owners, etc
--there are no professional actors. The parts are mainly allocated by secret
ballot altho some parts do remain with certain families who have deep roots

in the village. The entire performance is in German but with an English “text
book it was quite easy to follow. Oberammergau is almost a fairy tale village
with 'Hansel & Gretel' style buildings and flowers everywhere. The residents
are all so very friendly and helpful to the influx of tourists during this event

The following day saw us again on board our private motorcoach
heading over the Brenner FPass towards Venice, with a brief stop in Innsbruck-
-a delightful Austrian city steeped in history - we had only a couple of hours
to roam around here. Our two days in Venice were full of interest. We were
able to visit St. Marks Cathedral, tour the famous Murano glass works and
stroll with thousands of other people in St. Marks Square --along with, I'm
sure, a million pigeons. We had an evening tour of the canals by Gondola--
complete with serenaders. No autos are allowed in the old part of the city
so canals are the main arteries and abound with water taxis, gondolas, launches
and private motor boats.

From Venice we drove over St. Gotthard Pas towards Lucerne, a trip
full of interest. The Pass is 7,000 feet at the summit and we passed neat
little villages, tidy farms, herds of cattle grazing by the roadside and
children selling flowers. There appeared to be miles of tunnels along this
route. An overnight stop at Lugano was unforgettable, a delightful spot
where we would like to have lingered. Our host took us by launch across the
rake to-a unique restauranil for dinner and, of course,gave us time to browse
thro an adjoining gift shop! The return trip late in the evening was spectacular
with colored fountains shooting up in the lake and the city lights in the
background - a dreamworld effect!! After one night in Lugano we carried on
to Lucerne, one of my favorite cities to visit - a spot I could return to
and enjoy anytime. Here we had city tours, a trip to the top of liount Filatus
and a fantastic dinner at the Chateau Gutch with local entertainment. Here
again we had ample free time to shop and just wander around at leisure to
take in the sights.

I always feel sad on leaving Switzerland but there zre always more
treats in store. We drove on up to Basle where we embarked on the "1.S.
NEDERLAND" for a three day cruise on the Rhine River, past old castles & iush
vineyards. Enroute we had stops at Strausborg, Koln and Heidleberg where
we were given tours of their respective places of interest. The cruise was
a restful time, our cabins most comfortable and the dining room a floating
gourmet restaurant. It was a sort of 'winding down' after our busy schedule
e debarked at Nijmegen where we had the opportunity to visit the Arnhem-
OQosterbeek Cemetery and the War Museum at Arnhem. Both are immaculately
kept by the Dutch people as memorials to the fallen soldiers of W.W.1l.
Even the school children have a big part in caring for the memorial grounds
and it is evident they are made aware that the Dutch are ever grateful to
their allies for their liberation. This was a rather solemn, reflective
stop for many in our party who remembered 1939 -1945 so well.

Not far from Arnhem, the chaletstyle Hotel Klein on the outskirts of
the picturesque village of Heelsum provided a delightful setting for our
farewell cocktail party and dinner complet with local entertainment.



We parted company at the airport in Amsterdam, I was returning direct to
Vancouver and the rest were flying to Toronto. One meets such interesting
people on these tours and for a couple of weeks we are a big happy family
so one feels a certain sadness to see it all end. I have been fortunate
in keeping in touch with some of these newfound friends through the years
and have had some of them visit me here in Vancouver.

This writeup is not as extensive as some others but much of this
trip was a repeat of my 1981 so felt I should spare you the effort of having
to read it all again. May I close with the following wish for you and those

you hold dear:

May all that you do bring pleasure to you
Each minute while the holidays are here,
And day after day may joy come your way
Through a wonderful sort of a year!
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