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SENDER'S NAME AND ADDRESS (PLEASE SHOW YOUR POSTCODE)

Mrs. B. M. Clegg
8 King Alfred Terrace
Winchester, Hants.
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AN AIR LETTER SHOULD
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OR SENT BY ORDINARY MAIL
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Do forgive my typing this - it is sure to be more legible at leastl

You must have thought we were never going to surface on paper after all
this long time. In fact I can hardly believe that it is such a long
time since we saw you - going up to Orkney almost as soon as we got
back seemed to distance it all so much till it was rather like a dream.
Did we really fly to Winnipeg and get caught in a blizzard? Was the
snaw reallz so high at Neepawa and those thousands of geese in the field?
One thing is certain = we did really love being with you both and meeting
all the family and all the laughing and teasing that went onl We can't
ossibly thank you enough for 21l you did for us, and the simply mammoth
distances you covered in order to carry us around wherever we needed to
EOs It was wonderful and we were really overcome by your kindness and
Ehichghitilusse thank you - thank you - thank JouU cceece o o o o s o &
The next stage was rather exhausting as when we got to Silverton at 6.30
we were met by a very very old sports car - lots of room in front and
enough for two entwined corkscrews in the backl! Even my most indulgent
friends would not compare me to that so somehow I had to be poured into
the back, overflowing a bit in places, together with miscellaneous items

of luggagel Wle got to a ferry after an hour or so (the boat was cancelled
so another took its place an hour later!) and then there was three hours
driving over rough roads in the pouring rain and the darki Not the ideal

introduction to the beauties of Lake 5locan!  Nevertheless it was
beautiful and we were sad that the whole transport business had to be repeated
the next day without having much time to enjoy the peace and quiet of it
all, Vancouver was the next stop where we went to visit a millionairel

It was really quite funny to see the vital sparks in his eye as he waited

to get his two dollars baclk on his beer bottles! However he kindly put

us up for the night and recited Abraham Lincoln to us quite unpromptedl
When wn got over to Vanmcouver Island we went off almost straight away to
The Gulf Islands with our friends, the Burchetts, in their little boat.

We went to some dear little Robinson Crusoe iIslands, and to Friday Harbour
where we had our first experience of American ice-cream in a Parlour where
the young man greeted us all with ®Hi! Kids!" which quite made our day.

e saw eagles in snags and swallows gave on to the boat which was fun.
After four days on the ocean we set forth from Port Angeles in a hired car
to drive down to San Francisco. Unfortunately I had caught the most
horrid cough and cold by this time, but I managed to subdue it by the time
we arrived. Anna met us and took over the #riving, whereupon the first
thing she proceeded to do was drive up a wall ( or so it scemed to me, in
fact it was just a run-of-the-mill streetil). After some days with her

we moved over to Tiburon with the Robert Scarths. Very kind and hospitable



hd ]

They have a nice house on the edge of a 'lagoon' with a ro“inﬂ boat and

a canoce and Rob is the original human dynamo - very exhausting to live with
I should think but full of enterprise and ideas anc apgarently inexhaustible
energyl Marvellous, really, as he has had one of these heart operations.
We were whirled up the Napa Valley to do a tour of the wineries and had

a lovely sunny cday (what else? Anna said she had seen rain once since
Christmas!) for our picnic.

We drove back up through the Redwcods and along the Cregon cozst - what
quite stupendous scenery! S0 wild and gloriocus and beautiful. We left
Tiburon-at J«3C a.m. and got to Sunset Head - Coos Bay = by 8.70 panm,

just in time for the sunsetl Then we had supper in the most amazing little
fishermen's cafe cum bar where the waiter or owner had a pigtail down his
back and was called Zachariah (he wrote it out with very great care for

us to send him a postcard). Grenville gave him a card and he was so

sweet he said 'I'm going to keep this for ever; I never had a real business
card from a real English gentleman before'l
T}

he next day poured with rain unfortunately Lut we made our way to the other
Silverton where we had a lovely welcome from Dorothea and little Dorothea
and family. Although it was such a short visit we all got to know each
ther in what seemed record time and Scarth humour was nuch to the forel

And so back To Victoria and an endless round of dinner parties -~ or so

it seemedl Grenville met some cousins he dida't know and that was a great
success - we couldn't prise them apart they got on so welll We went up
the island to see where Grenville had lived z2s a child and came upon a
Gore-Langton Roadll! But by now the last days of our marvellous trip were
upon us and after meeting dear Zna onec day and Bob and Jessie the nex

day which was a great bonus, we had to weml our way to Vancouver airport

|

most sadly leaving dear Canada behind,

Grerville stayed down here while Rob and I went up to Orkney for the St.
Magnus Festival . e had "1w91mule weather unfortunately, especially
provoking as they had just had six weeks of unbroken sunshinel However,
we did enjoy ourselves enormo usly and had Ted Hughes, one of the nominees
for the Poest Laureate, to dinner seversl times which was tremendous fun.

Now Anna has arrived back full of plans mf to earn enough money to go
round the world! The others too seem to have the same idea - could it
be that we have showh them a bad/good exanple??

low dear cousins I must stop and ge me lunch for my dear husband. Yy
Cregon thunder-egg ear-rings and pendant have been much admired and I am
to be heard urging people to go out to the fields and see what stones
they can pick up in case they have a fortune lying buriedl!

We send you much love and again a thousand thousand thanks for all your
kindnesse Love too to Ivy and the boys and to the other members of

the Icl.lllily ?'fhen you see therl.
% 6(_/

Mo Il e éuﬁ
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I suppose you are never going to believe me now, writing so unforgiveably
late, when I say how much we really relished your letter andeaddstha
goodies it contained. It was quite one of the nicest things that

has come through the letter box this (lastl) year, and thank you

very very much for all the trouble taken to send the photographs too

and the splendid speech made by my second cousin Bob. It is real

family history that and you must both be very proud indeed of your
family. How wonderfully lucky you are too to have them all so close

and be able to enjoy your grandchildrene. T am looking forward to that -

I only hope ours don't go and live too far awayl

Yes, we were most awfully saddened by the deaths of Cousin Barbara and
Cousin Ambroée. Cousin Barbara had been in hospital since February
and had put up such a valiant fight, and for a little she made amazing
progress and always showed such spirit and such optimism, but I think
the long struggle was too much for her. That, and the relentless
heat in the summer. It was such a blessing that Cousin Ambrose died
just before because I think she felt free then to goe. I miss them
very much; Gousin barbara had such a lovely mind and would tell me
from time to time how silly 1 was (am!) a most necessary thing when

one becomes a rather bossy seif-opinionated 481

Grenville was very interested to hear news of the other cousins 1n
Victoria, B.C. as you will remember he was born therel 1 was sorry

to hear of uncle Will's son's death; unfortunately L was not in
Urkney wien he and his wife were there. . Grenville and L are hoping
to make a visit over your side of the ocean within the next two years
perhaps, all veing wedil. wuls aucumn 1 have to have an operation on
my hip for arthritis - they change the ball and socket and give you

a smart new setl A few years ago they wouldn't do it unless you

were 60 at least so I'm lucky these days are pasti there is a really

marvellous surgwon here, Charnley, who I've heard is also an engineer
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apd a metallurgistfso_he should hdve it all a§ his fingertiﬂﬁ 50 t@ﬁ

s?eak. I see he has just been ﬁnighted}iﬁ tHe lew Year Honour e

We have had a lovely Christmas. A friend of mine, Penny, always comes
over from Paris with her small daughter now 10, and now that ours are
already 21, 19 and 16 it is rather Eun tolhave a small perspn about the
house who enjoys it all so much. "We'™ eye also very lypkynio have

a charming girl from Reunion (?gébgrapﬁy‘specialistsfépeék up!) who
came from her college in France as an au pair for 2+ weeks, and was a
treme?dous heL@.‘ She was = Indian and half Chinese, a very successful
mixtute it wouid seem! m\

”f;waé~ve?i agﬂry.%o hear that béusin Grace had ﬁeen going through such
a rough time last yean and Iﬁdo h??e\t}aF she is now fully recovered.
It must be a really horrid thing. '?erhéﬁéJwﬁat vou need is another

nice little trip over here to stay with your affectionate cousins???

We have a delicious new acquisition who rules with a gentle black curly
paw and has established his reign quietly but effectively with black
sparkly eye a2nd jaunty step! Perhaps an Afoodle, as his papa was an
Afghan and his mother a standard poodlel He %5 known as Muff, Mufti,
the Muffineer (BOld on occasion) or Blackhearted Gow the Pirate - indeed
the variations are endless: As a matter of fact we got him almost by
mistake as we were looking for a small dog, but when we saw him he made

us laugh so much we could not pronounce the syllable Nol

Grenville was very interested in what you had to say about antigues in
your family, and we shall look forward to seeing it when we come OVer,

1 do hope that any relations who come over will not HESITATE to ring

up at any time and we shall be so delighted to have them to stay if they

are over here.
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“The Cornfield’’ (Detail) by John Constable
Reproduced by courtesy of The Trustees, The National Gallery, London.
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