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Do xorgivG ay typing this - it is sure to be acre legible at least I

You must have thought v;e v/ere never going to surface on paper after all
this long time. In fact I can hardly believe that it ^ such a long
time since we sav; you - going up to fflrkney almost as soon as we got
back seemed to distance it all so much till it was rather like a dream.
Did v;e really fly to V/innipeg and get caught in a blizzard? VJas the
snav7 really so high at Neepav/a and those thousands of geese in the field?
One thing is certain - vie did really love being with you both and meeting
all the family and all the laughing and teasing that v;ent onl V/e can*t
possibly th^.nl^: you enough for all you did for us, and the simply mamraoth
distances you covered in order to carry us around v/herever v;e needed to
go. It v/as v/onderful and v;e v/ere really overcome by your kindness and
thou^htfulneoo _ _ thanJi you - thank you . • . • . • 1

The ne:ct stage v/as rather e:-hausting as when v;e got to Silverton at 6.50
v;e v/erc met by a very very old sports car - lots of room in front and
enough for tv;o entwined corkscrev.'s in the backll Even ray most indulgent
friends would not compare me to that so somehow I had to be poured into
the back, overflov/ing a bit in places, together with miscellaneous items
of luggagei V/e got to a ferry after an hour or so (the boat v.'as cancelled
so another took its place an hour lateri) and then there was three hours
driving over rough roads in the pouring rain and the darki Ilot the ideal
introduction to the beauties of Lake olocanl Nevertheless it v;as
beautiful and vie were sad that the whole transport business had to be repeated
the next day without having much tine to enjoy the peace and quiet of it
all. Vancouver v;as the next stop v/here v;e v/ent to visit a millionairei
It was really quite funny to see the vital sparks in his eye as he v/aited
to get his two dollars back on his beer bottles. Kov/ever he kindly put
us up for the night and recited Abraham Lincoln to us q.uite unpromptedl
L'hen wo got over to Vancouver Island v;e v;ent off almost straight a\-/ay to
The Gulf Islands with our friends, the Burchetts, in their little boat,
v/e v;ent to some dear little Robinson Crusoe islands, and to Friday Harbour
v/here we had our first experience of ^^jnerican ice-cream in a Parlour where
the young man greeted us all v;itli "Hil Kidsl" which quite made our day.
Be sav; eagles in snags and sv.'allov/s gave on to the boat v/hicli v/as fun.
After four days on the ocean v;e set forth from Port Angeles in a hired car
to drive dov/n to San Francisco. Unfortunately I had caught the most
horrid cough and cold by this time, but I managed to subdue it by the time
v/e arrived. Anna met us and took over the driving, whereupon the first
thing she proceeded to do v/as drive up a v/e.ll ( or so it seemed to me, in
fact it v/as just a run-of-the-mill streetli). After some days v/ith her
we moved over to Tiburon with the •tobert Scarths. Very kind and hospitable

The Cottage,
Easton

near V-'inchester

1st July, 198^r



They have a nice house on the ed^^'e of a 'lagoon' v/ith a rovjing boat and
a canoe and 5ob is the original huraan dynamo - verj' exhausting to live v.ith
I should think but full of enterx:>rise and ideas and ap]parently inexhaustible
energy! Marvellous, really, as he has had one of these heart operations.
V/e were v;hirled up the llapa Valley to do a tour of the v;ineries and had
a lovely sunny day (what else? Anna said, she had seen rain once since
Christmas!) for our picnic.

Vie drove oack up through the Medwoods and along the Oregon coest - what
quite stupendous scenery! So wild and glorious and beautiful. Vie left
Tiburon at S»3C a.m. and got to Sunset Head - C^os Bay - by o.pO
Just in tine for the sunset! Then v?e had supr^er in the most amazing little
fishermen's cafe cum bar v;here the v/aiter or ov;ner had a pigtail do\/n his
back and vxas called Zachariah (he wrote it out with very great care for
us to send him a postcard). Grenville gave him a card and he was so
sweet he said 'I'm going to keei3 this for ever; I never had a real business
card from a real English gentleman before'!

The next day x:)ourod v/ith rain unfortunat'ely Vut v/e iiade our v.-ay to the other
Silverton where v/e had a lovely •.;elcome from Dorothea and little Dorothea
and family. Although it was such a short visit v/e all got to knov/ each
other in what seemed record time and Dearth humour was much to the fore!

And so back To Victoria and an endless round of dinner parties - or so
it seemed! Grenville met some cousins he didn't knov: and that was a great
success - v/e couldn't prise them apart they got on so well! k*e v/ent up
the island to see v/here Grenville had lived as a child and cane upon a
Gore-Langton Koad!! But by nov/ the last days of our marvellous trip were
upon us and after meeting dear Ena one day and Bob and Jessie the next
day v/hich v/as a great bonus, v/e had to v;eni our way to Vancouver airiDort
most sadly leaving dear Canada behind.

Grerville stayed dov/n here v/liile Hob and I v/ent u^) to Orkney for the St.
Magnus festival • V/e had miserable v/eather unfortunately, especially
provoking as they had Just had six weeks of unbroken sunshine! Hov/ever,
v/e did enjoy ourselves enormously and had Ted Hughes, ono of the nominees
for the Poet La.ureate, to dinner several times v/hich v/as tremendous fun.

Hov/ Anna has arrived back full of plans si to earn enough money to go
round the world! The others too seem to have the same idea - could it

be that we have showh them a bad/good example??

Kovj dear cousins I must stop and get some lunch for my dear husband.
Oregon thunder-egg ear-rings and pendant have been much admired and I am
to be heard urging people to go out into the fields and see v;hat stones
they can pick up in case they have a fortune lying buried!!
V/e send you much love and again a thousand thousand thanks for all your
kindness. Love too to Ivy and thfe boys and to the other members of
the family when you see them.

iomk '•
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I suppose you are never goino,- to believe me now, writing so unforgiveably
late, when I say how much we really relished your letter and all the __
goodies it contained. It was quite one of the nicest things that
has come through the letter box this (lastl) year, and thank you
very very much for all the trouble taken to send the photographs too
and the splendid speech made by my second cousin Bob. It is real
family history that and you must both be very proud indeed of your
family. How wonderfully lucky you are too to have them all so close
and be able to enjoy your grandchildren. I am looking forward to that -
I only hope ours don't go and live too far away!

Yes, we were most awfully saddened by the deaths of Cousin Barbara and
Cousin Ambrose. Cousin Barbara had been in hospital since February
and had put up such a valiant fight, and for a little she made amazing
progress and always showed such spirit and such optimism, but I think
the long struggle was too much for her. That, and the relentless
heat in the summer. It was such a blessing that Cousin Ambrose died
just before because I think she felt free then to go. I miss them
very much; Cousin Barbara had such a lovely mind and would tell me
from time to time how silly i was tarn!) a most necessary thing when
one becomes a rather bossy self-opinionated 'tS!
Grenville was very interested to hear news of the other cousins in
Victoria, n.C. as you will remember he was born there! 1 was sorry
to hear of uncle Will's son's death; unfortunately 1 was not in^
urkney wnen he and his wife were there. Grenville and 1 are hoping
to malce a visit over your side of the ocean within the next two years
perhaps, ail cing well. This aucu.an 1 have to have an operation on
my hip for arthritis - they change the ball and socket and give you
a smart new set! Afew years ago they wouldn't do it unless you
were 60 at least so I'm lucky these days are past! There is a really
marvellous surgwon here, Charnley, who I've heard is also an engineer



^ V I • \
a^d ametallurgist,^, he should have it all his fingertilip so tf
speak. I see h?'har'"just been l^nighted/ih the Hew Tear H^opri.--
We have had a lovely Christmas. A friend of mine, Penny, always comes
over from Paris with her small daughter now 10, and now that ours are
already 21, 19 and 16 it is rather^ tun to\have a small perspn about the
house who enjoys it all so much, 'we^epe also very^ljicky'io have
a charming girl from Reunion (Tg/ograph/ specialists speSk upl) who
came from her college in France as an au pair for 2i weeks, and was a

v\ tremendous hel^. She was 1Indian and half Chinese, avery successful
laixture it would seemi \

•f wafe veny ^orty\o hear that toXsin Grace had bteen going through such
• a rough yeaA and lido hope) thaf sjje^s now fully recovered.

It must be a really horrid thing. Perhaps what you need is another
nice little trip over here to stay with your affectionate cousins???

We have a delicious new acquisition who rules with a gentle black curly
paw and has established his reign quietly but effectively with black
spsrkly eye and jaunty stepl Perhaps an Afoodle, as his napa was an
Afghan and his mother a standard poodle! He Is kn»n as Muff, Mufti,
the Muffineer (BOld on occasion.) or Blackhearted Gow the Pirate - indeed
the variations are endless! As a matter of fact we got him almost by
mistake as we were looking for a a-Sli but when we saw him he made
us laugh so much we could not pronounce the syllable No!

Grenville was very interested in what you had to say about antiques in
your family, and we shall look for-ard to seeing it when we come over.
I do hope that any relations who come over will not HESITATE to ring
up at any time and we shall be so delighted to have them to stay if they
are over here. §

l>U ^ /u.4vJv h // ^
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iMluMiA. 4^>4jl/Iuv \<ad^ lLMJrnj>Mx-(ji hi
3i} iKAiJi-dK

jl^^JhMAk. '̂ iHoBjAjUaX ^tMAiJLe i TV, uxe^AXA'
Ahj^ fk Tki ^iMjm! A-tPu)^ -tim.}

At) ixkAAyt-Ictju^ imMJ-OJ iui^KJi i\yL 'kJiOud
I/I/kMjuO - ^ ^AuMJijiA ^ALlu^ '• yi (?Muju UOwMy^ 'f^Ajsu/ VlAjL
\J, f\)oJx/m M'L.JiJ-/iMrkkAJx^ imjfiijhAAMejL- /jul M L^OjiA -

'̂ Utuvhd- ^ ix>t^ ^o-oA ^Aima. At^,oU ucuxAkdoL,
yWiet^, AJIaU flla^ /UVail^ ^Ajytx.: .JlCo
^hriAySid t&tlMMKj kthOLSX tlx A/) Ayu%JUuLl> t^4mA hiuJiAk

/Bjl 9u2jtnxi^, ^iwx oAciCeP &ixL tmA^t^jnM, cu
oh ^^loJhx VVuj BijUttXinhf AJhruAMx^ Ici ibttMa.

AniiAd(xfo iBjhm)iu/!M'u}dkA
tiiw> . l-iHM dhA tisoktHM At/ki^ao^ aA 'Ajiduf-Bhi^
yH JH-udc.BjLJL AaJjj^ Amum^ WiuO-
^AJu)'̂ k}M AmhohuaS^ h qJ fA^i^UH.Tb AxJu tBUAokiM
Ttd).oUoljAJOthuM ^AhuJMtx' <iA IXju^jl^^^ 6^ Jx^jxu^l CoAi^iLib-^ tTkALulpud u> iUJl/%unu^ji^
i)4}y(JiA %A>wAolixx^ A/^tinAuuABeUjJL tMhiiuM ^tiahJhj
AuUam ih -hiMlifi Hd (aKzql ,Hi hhbihjLih AidB
hiik. f()L hJ oftoWvU tA^mj) ^^dhdAxolH^ ^xl^l/Unu Hm. .
Aiu JiuiHjli amuxl imM. a/liiAoaxJ iix lLhhld•^tcu(!dV!mJi'
\A^M^ ^kjLA/) ii panh^tiUTx/kf '̂ tKOthl -Ui kh

}-oHiAwa:)HUA%JAit(x/hfc&i^^ha^
hx UAV.IA. 'Rirhxii/) £m.,' hhii^
T-UJfCiyUkMJr- Ja

^iM Ux SpQAMJAXCO xrbiAudx UU0Vd^
ihjx th "Jhu^ ^ md^Mx^iMdTiAck.9\kkm^
•I 'H-fUTlo-^AAAe-U dhM tkoj! hjllA k-bxj
\mM AcotWih ^xJlfJx -/fe -ihlhu . %I i(X. Ol d- py^ifktkAj

\U^ _

^u/^cr f\AJ UlAJL^-VAXUt o U>a!J^

AMi]>h. \ /^ /V^m)
H tniAxVTLLo
"hlUk, d liXuMiJxJ



.tu, ^ ^uJjjojL fvmW^ b%fJhptJ Jj}4x> fioi^
jj^ykMUyU^Cl a hJJJdOMci irttS--
trxx^MatvixO chuxaJi a 'iGul m. •^lulSdiA.
•j^^,W. 4aJ]^ U' Aji OJlM- ^idh f •
rnxMup 'okiAHU r4wn^ (Kk^jUxA 'ei^Ji£|Jl. ^U-fuul 6"^

l/IiAf}: KtoAAmXA. fh iwj ixnxij ijcra/^ aajjjl %imAjuI^j,
il^ d-k^JtWiJi- 'lA MX^ <^^lttc(£MAX6 FMs. Cci '̂XiJ\icxJ' JmxiJjJ).

OLu tStW^xM AxAJM <r flu hOLuM(Stu^oMtPxX)iJJ Gil
bxU iSSLlM. Ab-iouU IrUlUMJ 0Cc^oijo /k /& xj-vMiihll •
,-MmSi 9Hru^kesH-oiM IMixjdj^)siu^

C^XliJl AAx [Msi 'J^ha^ixtKik "HjamL. PuioLtV^ Mcgul/Ix ,
cMtzJl -vdhdA fhJjb-i iMxo oIauM rhi flixy

muxx ^ luiAuMrfP <LJ) UIP ^ ^
tcUa CKA 'Si-tealPjuLCwJ/'̂ •

(^Xjuuv- ItA^XmjXa (lJLpl£MM.ldJu}-P^ 'Pw^PnOJlA \ fiuiMMJk
ck£pixsaiA>aJf)Adl'^cnik^.
ituM kx)muacJ-PmA^ ^ SJiauM- Ti^iuxdjL^StaxM. hf\/ lu. "Hud
btrUJ^M, tlclMyiQ Axrtho jlOAXxhjP^j'eiM ^M^jj-tik

PPft Mfi trSVY^ MXOtAu kxAju icMxdk /'vr^J.

/u uJi ^>0^ siit, rk^tt
[X \S hvuiPuxou).

^ IvtuA U) AMJPhuIm^ '̂ TuuJ
1aI oHpAA./y^ Jikmxl^ ' tli
fad \/iuixi 9hf
'M'O'JiuJu Ixyaj) PPux yauuPj
dnXdv

'^The Cornfield'^ (Detail) by John Constable
Reproduced by courtesy of The Trustees, The National Gallery, London.
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niwiA. "IlipW-a-K
t»^

e. 4^oa-" '̂̂ - '
4{a^ 4CLL ^(M ^jAcOoU P^ od-ffai^

tfiaJ ^ mh-kAiu '̂ HMdn^ m Ai/^ oMn ! ie. pw dAAjlij '̂

t:T^ T^' h^oM I.OZ hJJ)^. yhiA 0/1JJ. OO P/- Jr-1. n ! ^ ,

^ 0-cUi£x. MxcA to
Afl n^ &-i^ JhOJM 4iat Ui Oj

'4M' IjUMruU^ alx^xq^ <r-

-ci'(3uX0l •. ^4hAX^^ ^ ipj
ctoul^iLii-X/O oi '̂ol ? Wt M)U}^ (L §4iUl/( <7- /xuxj bic^
CiyJ^§Jti^ 44 by^\JixJ Q̂bU-iM p\A SpAl^
U^ 6\,phjUl Mx^jM c/iu pAAi'MJLlkiP^XKSh? ^Ullt
^xnyuM^ pvu uvoJi. 0'nzicmv ^ixSuJ ^inu^
/ w-t tMxhJl 'OJmx) Ml., ii
Ja^ialA^I d/J i"/, k, i /?. j . a ^ J/ A /. ti ^ 0

-^^^-upza) my>xi CiJH.in.iiZx JA pmMjp
JMxjI dUxjte.iiLt'cixiaJiS ytlAloAU. lUXiZflKO

CSttoi" •/Xxlji.aJf -WuaJ IxytUjixt, "i'̂ ux ti^buZh^ xXrJfk
l^^(Vw!>JUjt ^^driZ^yk^AXbrlx) xMi^y

pbiUxJl -u Ixmtu. ,(^ m^ckxsis CojumloLo^
%unjdi^. ? vkMx. ix-^uxid ZmxAp etob>U-e CkBuiV
Ia{i(s cb, ^yvuifU. Mxk -m obmJy^pA. /wax^.
jllCUM^ -^Jptix- ^XMti 'kXULUA ^fhx. prUx pHULiJ^

? flxrixut pLd-i^ ) 'klCU!Aa£. .jUj-UI P
Cyjlv -MZt^ m/\k Cschlii/ c4^ J.lult
ll&uhxp AMxm^ -UMSi tyxMOO^ ' iriMrU5^
^dJuoA A4ixu vUuiLpli'̂ luL /xui/i AHju^ peiiA luy
%d /^Ml UliOA S C^ju _(XA ^cu Aa iAcww _
M-it -"luHlup bjmu- l^Lt 4^-7A l\ 1^1Ad 9h^
jAxJa il cjoMtuUi Ji) teuutuJAU 4Aiiuo <r
^jCli _r. A*<jP w-^Xo Sh/y A '-••'EjZ^JjUt\,
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