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Binscarth, Manitoba,
Hov« 27 th, 196 4. •

My Bear Aimt Madge:
It is a good day in this part of the world to

sit inside and v/rite letters, ue are having our first blizsard of
the vdnter and as the temperature is hovering around zero the
cold is ;uite noticeable. A brisk N.E.vdnd is driving the point
home too

Now to begin.First wcwant to wish you a very happy Birthday
and many Happy Eetums . I am sure you will have quite a da;,' of it
and v/e do hope that you are ke^^ing very well.By Mother's old
birthday book that I keep to hSx your birdhday is on December 9th
but she did not put the year down . However I am fairly certain
that you ..ill be 97 years young and if you object to my mentioning
that just recall that you have seven more years than 3ir i/inston
Churchill iI

Secondly we "want to wish you a very Happy Christmas and a
healthy , bright and Happy New Year. Also that includes Allison and
her family as well.we hppe that you will have good weather for the
season and that you •.•ill be able to get about a bit if you so
desire. I think -Wiat we will be driving up to G-randview , Man,
(seventy five miles N.E.) to have dinner v/ith Grace's uncle and
aunt.Seventynine and eighty two year old younsters. Grace cooks
the hot part of the meal and we v;rap it up well. It is usuall^r
still quite hot when we get there, about l|- hrs run. j.c were up there
yesterday taking along another aunt (a sister) who is 84- On New
Years day. The road is paved all the v/ay and although it was ^20
belov; zero it was a nice drive • The car is f^.irly ••vaim.

The past yeqr has had its ups :ind downs. Altogether it has been
a very good one for us. Very good crops indeed and we were able to
get everything in dry despite a very backward September. Outside
a couple of very bad colds "^race and I have been very well. Heather
of course is a healthy young lady of sixteen and busy with Grade
Eleven in school • Leslie is back at United College taking her
last year in Arts. Likes it much better;6 this year and is getting
about a bit more. She and a friend .'orked all summer at a tourist
camp and hunting lodge in Ontario and earned themselves ober
half their year at College, financially.lhat helped father and Mother
out quite a bit.

Bob and Ivy managed to get moved into their new house
over here on the 22nd of December l§.st year. I think I told you ;vhen
I wrote that they had built over here. It makes it much more
convenient for the farm v.-ork. They are nice and -warm ..i-tli oil
heat but they still have a lot of finishing to do. They have four
of a family, two boys and tv.'o girls. Jimmy the eldest lad helps a lot o
on the farm. He is very good to me and very thoughtful.

Connie and her family are doing fine. Her husband , Bill
Choptuick , is a very fine man and so good to his step—children.
They have a very fine little lad of their o-n too, Mathe;v. So
their family is five. Three boys and t.-;o girls.



Bill is a farmer • Has his farm about three romles out of torTn • _

Peter Connie* s eldest son is quite a help to Bill and v/e are
glad that he has the iSarm to go out to once in a ..hile« Jhhn
the second boy is much more lilce his Dad, Derry than the others
and is "uite a wit. Karen the eldest girl is a young lady now
and quite pretty. She is busy going to high school in Birtle.
Also learning to drive Bill's car.

The Dellers (Kay) at Shoal lake had good crops too but Bill had
a lot of flax in and it got badly frosted this year. That was
a big disap^.ointment to them as they v.-ere counting a lot on that
we think.The price for flax has been very good too. V.'ally and ̂ eri^
the two children are of course busy at school. Vv'ally is full of
music and takes music lessons at Hamiota. Terri is an outside

lassie and should have been the boy. They are good children
but v/e often wonder what will happen to V/ally as he is so far
ahead -.vith his work in school that he is bored to death with the

grades he gets into.
The iToodhouses (Jessie) s-^^bu^ with their cattle, farming,

and two little girls, Peggy and ffil^M$r'(the latter one year old
yesterday jPeggy is three. Jack ke-^ps a lot of purebred Hereford
cattle as well as farming a lot of land so they are very busy and ̂ ey
are always running into new problems vith their cattle. That
keeps them busier, .e were in there to supper last night on our way
home from Orandview. Jack and Jessie had just returned from talcing
a dead calf into Winnipeg fgr-patheological examination , one of
three down with some unknov.n sickness and this morning Jessie said they
had another one down. So farming is not all plant and rake in cash I

The end of March this year the three of us, I'lOther , Dad, and
Heather set off in the car for a trip. Heather had six weeks leave
of absence from school granted her to come with us. That was
largely due to her scholastic ability as she stood quite high in
her school v/ork.b'e went south through the States, North Dakota,
South Dakota,"Wyoming, Colorado, Hew Mexico, Arizona. Mexico,
California, Oregon, V/ashington, British Columbia, Alberta,
Saskatchev/an and home to Manitoba. Seven thousand miles trip,
by car. Then on top of that we flew up to Prince Rupert
B.C. from Vancouver and back. Adi.-.tance of about eleven hundred

miles return. Heather had got herdrivers license and made good
use of it as all three of us took turns in driving. Heather seemed to
get all the mountain passes to drive over and there were several of them.
She also drove a bit in the cities so gained quite a bit of know
ledge that way. She is a very good driver indeed. To say that we had
some v/onderfui visits with people is to put it mildly. "Jrace says
we stopped in thirty eight homes en route while we were away the
six weeks, and eight nights in motels so you can see we made
use of every bit of our time. No car trouble at all and no flat
tires and be.st of all no accidents despite the Los Angeles
San Biego Traffic, Ahat a mad house Los Angeles is. All those huge
freeways and terrific speeds.

Our first stop at relatives was in Laguna, California where
we stiij^yed with a second cousin of my father's and her husband. She
was Violet Nevill, now Mrs Cblt^ies Fox. vVe have corresponded



for years and Violet has visited hp here a couple of times before
she v/as married .rhich was quite late in life. Her people were
at" one time at Grandview. Her mother .as a first cousin of my
Father* s« (Ada Duncan) Youy miay have met her in the early days out
here, './e had a v/onderful time vith them. Their house • was

right on the cliffs looking out over the pacific and the view
from th'eir west window -.vas wonderful. I do like looking out over
the sea.Marion MacTaggart had been there just before us as Violet
is one of Ache^'s long time friends. Violet and Charles drove us
about a lot and although the weather 'wJ^as chilly- vre had a lovely
time. Charles is almost ninety and such an active old boy. Talked
of going to Egypt this w-inter. Violet is about seventy four.
They make quite a pair. ' ,

From L'aguna we drove on to Los Angeles and visited friends there.
How'ever the night befnDre we arrived in L.A. they had been in a bad
accident with their car and were still quite shaken up and sore
and their car a wreck. Hit from behind -x-iiile they were waiting
at an intersection, by a drunken driver -..ho never evnn noticed
they had stopped.They were indeed lucky that neither they noB
the children v/ere hurt vorse.They could have had their necks
broken • Due to that '.ve did not get to see much of L.A. as itu^-
Cordon v/a's reluctant to drive our Mercedes ,.ith the manual

gear shift and slower power than he had been used to. i-iurion^did
take us round a bit but she was feeling miserable and nervous too.
My scanty knowledge of v/here to go did not help matters either.

From L.A. we drove up to San Jose through the redv/ood forests,
flhat a drive I uhat trees i lie took the coast road most of the way
and had to stop in the forest for about an hour while they cleared
a huge tree off. the road. It had fallen there early morning
and there were literally tons of rubbish strewed round let
alone a -six foot di-ameter tree^flanked at each side of the
road by a half mile of traffic that had been coming or going.
Cangs oi' men .ith eight foot power saws tackled the tree and
cut it in(W) chunks^then a bulldoser shoved them off to one side
until there was a« way cl-ear to get the traffic by one lane at a
time. It rained most of the way through the forests but we arrivec^it
San Jose about four P.M. Hunted up people there whom we had
never met (relatives of friends at Estevan, Saskatchev/an,) These
folk were most friendly to complete 'strangers,'would not hear of us
going on to San Fransisco that evening but had us stop overnight with
them. They had done a lot of travelling too and knew what it was like
in noon traffic in San Fransisco.vve had such a nice visit -.vith them
an elderly retired cqpiple. In the morning we set off for San
Fransisco. I had phoned Robert Scarth,(^Bill and Dorothea's son,)
and made a date to meet both Janet and him at Union Square at
12 noon and we would go out to lunch together. \»e finally got to Union
Square about eleven thi^ and right around 12 Janet came hurrying in
looking for us.Ue had our car parked uiidemeath the Square
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SO Janet took us out v/here '.ve met Robert and we drove off in ' '

car for iialf an hour or so v;hlle he showed us the most

interesting streets in .SanFransisco. Then we v/ent out noiiih
over the Golden ̂ ate Bridge and had lunch in a lovely Inn
overlooking the bay.It was quite cloudy and cool but v/e enjoyed
every minute of it. Then the young peoJ)|je took us back dovm tovai
as they had to go. back to their • various .-'ork. -We picked up our car and

. drove out to Robert's home and met his .wife Cheryl, had coffee
with her and a nice visit then started.out dm pouring rain for
Oregon. We arrived at JimSoarth's ,\7aldport, Oregon the.evening
of. the next day. iVe had a lovely visit eith Jim andPearl and
our chins surely wagged. We stopped -tv;o nights vith them and then headed

.  - inland to Silverton and Bill Scarths. Before v/e got to Silverton
Y/e hunted up Cecy's son John Odland at college at Corvallis, ^
had our lunch ..hi 1 a -we talked to him. Such a likeable yoimg chap.
Cecy and John Sr. must be verj^ proud of him. \re had an invitation
for him from Bill and Dorothea for'-him to come v.ith us td>

■ Silverton "but he was busy with exams and could'nt make it.
— . iVe found Bill, and-Dorothea quite readily^at Silverton. v.e
did have such a nice visit ..ith them and some lovely drives.On
Sunday wMle we were there Bill Jr. and Qonna Rae and .their
kiddies came over from Portland bringing Mary Odland, Cecy's
daughter with them. Such a nice young familjj. They came for
supper aiid :we had such e nice visit with all the cousins near

•  and distaint. Really Cecy and John Odland have every cause to
be proud of their two younsters, Jolin and hary. The latter is
very quiet but I take it that Yvhen she gets aqquainted she
loses that shyness, he missed seeing "Little"Dorothea , Bill's
daughter as she v«as ill while ,7e. -.vere there and Sill was missing her
help with the greenhouses. He is retired from the milling work
and has greehouses for a hobby.. Since .ve came home we have heard
that he had quite a bad time -.vith his heart and. has had to take it ̂
pretty easy. I think Dorothea is still teaching .

From Silverton we drove up to Portland and then ea.st along
the Columbia River for ninety miles to see Cecy and John. We had a bit
of a time finding Cecy at The Dalles, or where they lived. Hgwever
their ex-landlord very kindly drove us to the general vicinity
and while I was asking one householder the vhereabouts of the

'  Odlands I heard a voice call "Why don't you ask me where I 'live ?"
and there was Cecy just behind me. w'e had a. fine bit of a visit with
them and the next morning set out for Canada, via Port Angeles
and ferry to Victoria, B.C. i.e drove from Cecy's along the north side o
of the Columbia River but ran into rain at Vancouver, V.ashington.
Visibility, was very blurred and ut did not run out of rain till
noon. Je made Port angeles for night and took the early ferry over
to Victoria the nextmoming^arriving at Bert Cookes in time for
breakfast, tie stopped with them for two or three days and visited
friends in Victoria from there. Sure had a ̂ od time and a nice

=►• - long walk with Bert. I like walking in a city. lou learn so much
more about it. •

we drove North from Victoria and visited cousins o^ Grace's
^  \ up Island.. From.^their place we drove back to Nanaimo and took

mainlkmH and Vsaicouver. ^ftejre we were met ^

m
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by our neice and her husband,. i>lormiin and Joyce-Coppin. ..e stayed
.vith them for about three days and visited other cousins and

connections in Vancouver.

Before leaving home our youn^^ people had clubbed together
and had given us sufficient money to pay half our air fare up
to Prince. Rupert .to see old friends up there. So we made good
use of it and did so^flying up and back the 550 miles each way.
We had such a nice' visit up there and after about three days we

. cjiine back to Vancouver. >»e left P.R. the morning after ,the
earthquake in Alaska, ne had to take a ferry out to the airport
and there v.-ere broken ..•harves, loose logs and debris floating all
over the inlet. Tugs .vere, busy booming everything together again.
Grace euid fieather thorouglily enjoyed the trip by air. I did too
although I v/as a little dubious about Grace as she had had
rather a rough time . coming over on the ferry from Port Ageles.
There v:as quite a high v.i/jifi/the night before and v;hen v;e got out on ̂
the .Straight there was quite a roll and pitch going on. Ho'wever
tha plane seemed different and was a most enjoyable change frdm
driving the car. It sure was good and thoui^htful of our young
people. , . _

We visited several days vdthold friends at ..'hite Rock before
leaving for home, via Trans Canada IJo.l. It was nice weather

""^vhile we were there and" we went to church with our friends

(Mr Barnett -as the pastor) on Easter Sunday. 'We bad. been to,„
Good Friday Service in Prince Rupert (our host there another
Minister) One '.surely can get from place to place in a hurry .these days.
'  .we had a v.'onderful drive tiirougli the mountains and stopped
at Penticton for a couple of days with Grace's Aunt and Uncle.
Also visited Elsie. Earl (Elsie-t^evill) a sister of Violet's
at Oliver , B.C. She c^md her son: have a little farm there. All
fruit orchards. Must be ve'ry pretty in summer.

We came through the nev/ higb.'/ay through ftogers. Pass to - .
Banff. That was v.'onderful drive. Towering mountains on both sides
snow topped, they fairly took ones breath. It took us about
thre;a hour to dxdve through the Pass and I sat in' front with
feather and took pictures out of the V/indscreen and those were the
best we got of the mountains, wish vfe could sho-w them to you.

/.That gives me a thought. Has Alii son gof a projector that will \
I slio'w 2" X2" slides. Please let us know and, we will try and send J
Vyou our slides of the trip. Unfortunately something, happened to'
our pictures of the Edmonton Hearths and that '..as too, bad because
we did have such an enjoyable visit with them, ue stopped there
for the week end ^hile Lorna yTas home from work too.The weather

turned a bit rough and snovp fell but that did not matter too much.

Did not stop the chins from wagging anyway. Vile saw all of thej.r
.family '..'Mle in Edmooiton • '.""e -.verc really struck vfth the remarkable
resemblance between distcoit. cousins. Bill Scarth's oldest son.

Robert, end Bill'Scar-' h^ oldest son^Rvbert^ in San; Francisco q
re .so much .alike both in build ;nd-faces.(Please excuse the wiggle).
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From Edjuontoii,'.ve drove .souUi a^ain for ali.ost one hunclrecl miles »

and then stinick' off south east to-,see friends in Eastern Alberta.
We visited all th-e .vay home across .Alberta and Sackatchev;an. Had
an especially nice visit- vvith an^i. Aunt of draco's in Saskatoon. I like
thaycity. Th& traffic is a. little more leisurely cuid peoj^^le are
not alWays breatbinii uor.n your neck, -'..'e arrived home April l-3th
and T,-ere quite (^ad to ̂ et here. One of tiie iiiipres::ii^I gained from
the trip .as thet I ̂ '/ould not -willingly trade one section of
this land here for the v.hole State of California? golct" and oil
included. Too^too many people .Eight million cars in los Angeles

' ■ alone, about tiie same as in all of Canada. One, is only a didgit
there and quite expendable. Any.vay v/e -./ent to see p^goplc and the
country v/as added in as v/e drove.

f,,. liad a nice visit with a rancher in Arizona. V.'e v/ent out
of our way to see his ranch. . He -//as really good to us too . He
took Heather and tee all round" the yards rrhile Orace visited rdth
Mrs Thurber. The lc.tter is on invtCLid from paralysis of seventeen
years ago. Thurber travails a lot a-S he 'is president of iiitemational
Stock Breeders Association. He is a very busy man and v/e appreciated d
the trouble he went to to show us liis stock, w'e had a letter from

him not long ago and a -//am ihvitatioii to return for another
■visit *. 'Something I hope v/e can do as I like Arizona.

— . -It--f/as nice-to r.eet JiUiet again, have not heard from her
since. She was thinking of chi^nging her addrest^. I expect that

^ if. we send a card to Robert Scarth in SanFrancisco she -/.'ill get it .
.  We '.Yould like to have her come back to Canada for another visit.

A little ./hile ago .ve -vei-e do..n to Isabella to see Bob. and
Jessie Scarth. Jessie sho./ed us your letter that ^ou had sent her
in reply to hers about the gathering up at Jim Kannies. Vve all
enjoyed meeting Haisies Father fc.nd -//ere so gild that Agn es Mac'i'aggart
■•■■as able to be there too./ilso Jimmie Flett, and Daisy. There
were quite a scad of yoimg folk.round that day too a:, most of
our families managed to get there.

.Now I think that-I had better, close before you,,become" -.
completely Hind trying .to -read this.r I am using the. machine to let me

. • get more on "to paper /.nd I am sorry to say that pe:rhaps my pen
manship is even.more erratic, than , the typewriter.

"W: are Hi" well here and all'-join in sending their Ipyeto
• . you.aiid %o Jill at Beccles. . ... ;

■  ' .'I'

' -e .Xe nr

Affe c tionately,

-.-ir /i.n jif",.'.-" ' !/.'- /•' .v -v.-ls w- ■
iij ..'A '"j A. r -tdI ;..^X2foor



Mr. Robert Scarth,Esquire
(or successor) '

Binscarth, Finstown, Orkney
Scotland, Great Britain ■ '

r •

Dear Cousin:

rhis might be called a pilot or exploratory
i-he hooe of opening a correspondence wxth a member of the ^carrn
family! fs^mflar letter is addressed to. Mr. Willxam Scarth of
Skaill.

To introduce myself - my great grandmother was Marg^et Scarth
wljo married Alexander Gale in 1836, They had two childr ,
James Scarth Gale who died in early manhood and Jean (or Jane)
Gale who was my grandmother. Jean Gale married gr
father, Reverend David Inglis, then of Hamilton, Canada.

Jean and David Inglis had four children,
without issue. One of these three was my maiden Aunt Katherine
Madaline Inglis who visited the Scarths xn 1904 at rkney.

The fourth child of Jean Gale and David Inglis was my father,
JaLrcale Inglis. His older daughter. Beryl Inglis, my sister,
married Edson Taylor and one of their chxldren, my nxece,
Catherine Inglis Taylor, also visited the Scarths xn Orkney xn
1957. Both Katherine and Catherine wrote most apprecxatxve accounts
of the warm and generous hospitality with which they were recexved
by the Scarths.

I was born November 19, 1897, so I believe I am a contemporary
of Robert Scarth of Binscarth and William Scarth car Skaxli.-
I hope this finds both of you in good health and good spxrxts.

Now to the purpose of this letter - I am writing the history of
mv family and plan to include a chapter on the Scarths. l have
some information but hope to enlist your help in gaxnxng more
in three general csBtegories:

(a) Stistical genealogy - births, marriages, children
d^ths, dating back as early as may be readxly avaxlable;

(b) Interesting events, achievements, successes (and failures,
if any ! ), human interest episodes, humorous incidents,etc.

(c) Identification of pictures, I have a half dozen that I
would like to send to you for your review and perhaps you
may have others that would be appropriate to include.

Of co\irse I would be glad to re-imburse you for ^y out-of-
pocket expense such as copying, or otherwise repi^ucxng, any of
this material. Also you may be sure that one or more copies
of the finished product will be sent you when it is ready.

over, please
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X shall be most grateful if you will confirm your address
and indicate your willingness to assist in this project so
that I may communicate with you further.

If by any chance you ever happen to come to California
be sure to stop here for a good visit. Monte Sereno is
50 miles south of San Francisco.

Sinc^

ndli
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