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Binscarth, Manitoba,
Nov,.<27th,1964.

My Dear Aunt Madge:

It is 2 good day in this part of the world to
git inside and write letters. Vie are having our first blizzard of
the winter and as the temperature is hovering around zero the
cold is guite noticeable. A brigk N.E.wind is driving the point

home too !

Now to begin.First wewant to wish you a very happy Birthday
and meny Happy Returns . I am sure you will have quite a day of it
and we do hope that you are keeping very well.By Mother's old
birthday book that I keep to ndhi your birdlhday is on December 9th
but she did not put the year down . However I am fairly certain
that you will be 97 years young and if you object to my mentioning
that just recall that you have seven more years than Sir Winston
Churchill !}

Secondly we want to wish you a very Happy Christmas and a
healthy ,bright and Happy New Year. Also that includes Allison and
her family as well.Vie hppe that you will have good weather for the
season and that you will be able to get about a bit if you so
desire. I think that we will be driving up to Grandview , Men,
(seventy five miles N.E.) to have dinner with Grace's uncle and
aunt.Seventynine and eighty two year old younsters. Grace cooks
the hot part of the meal and we wrap it up well. It is usuallly
still quite hot when we get there, about l; hrs run. iic were up there
yesterday taking along another aunt (a sister) who is 84 On New
Years day. The road is paved all the way and although it was.§20
below zero it was a nice drive . The car is fairly warm.

The past yegr has had its ups znd downs. Altogether it has beeny
s very good one for us. Very good crops indeed and we were able to
get everything in dry despite & very backward September. Outside
a couple of very bad colds Yrace and I have been very well, Heather
of course is a healthy young lady of sixteen and busy with Grade
Eleven in school . Leslie is back at United College taking her
last year in Arts. Likes it much better{ this year and is getting
about a bit more. She and a friend worked all summer at a tourist
camp and hunting lodge in Ontario and earned themselves ober
half their year at College, financially.That helped father and Mother
out guite a bit.

Bob and Ivy managed to get moved into their new house
over here on the 22Znd of December last year. I think I told you when
I wrote that they had built over here. It mskes it much more
convenient for the farm work. They are nice and warm with oil
heat but they still have a lot of finishing to do. They have four
of a family, two boys and two girls. Jimmy the eldest lad helps a lot o
on the farm. He is very good to me and very thoughtful.

Connie and her family cre doing fine. Her husband , Bill
Choptuick , is a very fine man and so good to his step-children.
They have a very fine little lad of their owm too, Mathew. So
their family is five. Thres boys and two girls.



Bill is a farmer . Has his farm about three miles out of town .
Peter Connie's eldest son is quite a help to Bill and we are
glad that he has the Barm to go out to once in a while. Jbhn
the second boy is much more like his Dad, Derry than the others
and is nuite a wit. Karen the eldest girl is a young lady now
and quite pretty. She is busy going to high school in Birtle.
Also learning to drive Bill's car.

The Dellers (May) at Shoel Lake had good crops too but Bill had
a lot of flax in and it got badly frosted this year. That was
a big disappointment to them as they were counting a lot on that
we think.The price for flax has been very good too. Wally and ¥erry
the two children are of course busy at school. Wally is full of
muste and takes music lessons at Hamiota. Terri is an outside
lagssie and shouid have been the boy. They are good children
but we often wonder what will happen to Wally as he is so far
shead with his work in school that he is bored to death with the
grades he gets into.

The Woodhouses (Jessie) are.buysy with their cattle, farming,
and two little girls, Peggy and (the latter one year old
yesterday )Peggy is three. Jack keeps a lot of purebred Hereford
cattle as well as farming a lot of land so they are very busy and ghey
are always running into new problems with their cattle. That
keeps them busier. ‘e were in there to supper last night on our way
home from Grandview. Jack and Jessie had just returned from taking
a dead calf into Winnipeg forgpatheological examination , one of
three dovm with some unknown sickness and this morning Jessie said they
had another one down. So farming is not all plant and rake in cash !}

The end of March this year the three of us, lMother , Dad, and
Heather set off in the car for a trip. Heather had six weeks leave
of absence from school granted her to come with us. That was
largely due to her scholastic ability as she stood quite high in
her school work.We went south through the States, Horth Dakota,

South Dakota,liyoming, Colorado, New Mexicae, Arizona. Mexico,
California, Oregon, Washington, British Columbia, Alberta,
Saskatchewan and home to Manitoba. Seven thousand miles trip,

by car. Then on top of that we flew up to Prince Rupert

B.Cs from Vancouver and back. Adistance of zbout eleven hundred
miles return. Heather had got herdrivers license and made good

use of it as all three of us took turns in driving. Heather seemed to
get all the mountain passes to drive over and there were several of them.
She also drove a bit in the cities so gained guite a bit of know-
ledge that way. She is a very good driver indeed. To say that we had
some wonderful visits with people is to put it mildly. Grace says

we stopped in thirty eight homes en route while we were away the

six weeks, and eight nights in motels so you can see we made

use of every bit of our time. No car trouble at all and no flat

tires and best of 211 no accidents despite the Los Angeles

San Biego Traffic, What & mad house Los Angeles is. All those huge
freeways snd terrific speeds.

Our first stop at relatives was in Laguna, California where
we stéfyed with a second cousin of my Father's and her husband. She
was Violet Nevill, now Mrs Chgsdes Fox. Wle have corresponded



for years and Violet has visited hp here a couple of times before
she was married which was guite late in life. Her people were
at one time at Grandview. Her mother ta:z a first cousin of my

* Father's. (Ada Duncan) Youy may have met her in the early days out

here. We had a wonderful time with them. Their house - was'

right on the cliffs looking out over the Pacific and the view
from theilr west window was wonderful. I do like looking out over
the sea.Marion MacTzggart had been there just before us as Violet
is one of Aine$s long time friends. Violet and Charles drove us

_about z lot and although the weather waas chilly we had a lovely

time. Charles is almost ninety and such an active old boy. Talked
of going te Egypt this w.inter. Viclet is about seventy four.
They make quite a pair. ¥ e
From Laguna we drove on to Los Angeles and visited friends there.
Hovwever the night before we arrived in L.A. they had been in a bad
accident with their car and were still quite shaken up and sore
and their car a wreck. Hit from behind while they were waiting
at dan intersection, by a drunken driver who never evan noticed

: they had stopped.They were indezd lucky that neither they noe

the children were hurt worse.They could have had their necks

broken . Due to +that we did not get to see much of L.A. as: Aoean -
Gordon was reluctant to drive our Mercedes with the mamual

gear shift and slower power than he had been used to. Marion did

teke us round a bit but she was feeling miserable and nervous too.
My scanty knowledge of where to go did not help matters either.

From L.4. we drove up to San Jose through the redwood forests.

What a drive ! What trees ! lie took the coast road most of the way
and had to stop in the forest for about an hour while they cleared

a huge ‘tree off. the road. It had fallen there early morning
and there were literally tons of rubbish strewed round let

alone a ‘six foot dimmeter tree,flanked at each side of the

road by a helf mile of traffic that had been coming or going.
Gangs of men with eight foot power saws tackled the tree and

cut it indd chunks,then a bulldozer shoved them off to one side
until there was aw way clear to get the traffic by one lane at a
time. It rained most of the wey through the forests but we arrivedat
San Jose about four P.M. Hunted up people there whom we had
never met (relatives of friends at Estevan, Saskatchewan.) These

folk were most friendly to complete ‘strangers,would not hear of us
going on to San Fransisco that evening but had us stop overnight with
them. They had done a lot of travelling too and knew what it was like
in noon traffic in San Fransisco.We had such a nice visit with them
an elderly retired couple. In the morning we set off for San 24

ransisco. I had phoned Robert Scarth,(Bill and Dorothez!s son,)

and made a date to meet.both Janet and him at Union 8guare at
12 noon and we would go out to lunch together. We finally got to Union
Square about eleven thizly and right around 12 Janet came hurrying in
looking for us.VWe had our car parked underneath the Square



so Janet took us out where we met Robert and we drove off in

his car for half anm hour or so while he showed us the most
interesting streets in Sanfransisco. Then we went  out north

over the Golden Bate Bridge and had lunch in a lovely Inn

overlooking the bay.It was quite cloudy and cool but we enjoyed

every minute of it. Then the young pecppe tock us back down town

as they had to go back to their warious work. jie picked up our car and

. drove out to Rober®!'s home and met his wife Cheryl, had coffee

with her'end a nice wvisit then started out tn pouring rain for
Oregon. We .arrvived at Jim Scarth's ,Waldport, Oregon the.evening

“of, the next day. We had a loweky visit eith Jim andPeaxrl iand

our chins surely wagged. We stopped two nights with them snd then headed

f ~inland to ‘Silverton and Bill Scarths. Before we got to Silverton

we hunted up Cecy's son John Odland at college at Corvallis,

had our lunch while ‘we talked to him.Such & likeable young chap.
Cecy and John Sr. must be very proud.of him. We had an invitetion
for him from Bill and Dorothea for“Him to come with us ta

. Silverton but he was busy with exams &nd could'nt make it.

We found Bill and Dorothea quite readily,at Silverton.ie
did have such a nice wvisit with them and some lovely drives.On
Sunday while we were there Bill Jr. and Donna Rae and their
kiddies came over from P@rtland bringing Mery Odland, Cecy's
daughter with them. Such @ nice young family. They came for
supper; and =we had such a nice visit with 11 the cousins near
and distants. HReally Cecy and John Odlend have every cause to
be proud of their two younsters, John and Mary. The lutter dis
very  cuiet but I take it that when she gets acgquainted she
loses that shynesse Ve missed seeing "Little"Dorothea , Bill's
daughter as she was ill while we were there and Bill was missing her
help with the greenhouses.He is retired from the milling work
and has grechouses for a hobby.. Since we came home we have heard -
that he had quite a bad time with his heart and hus had to take it &
pretty easy.l think Dorothea is still treaching .

From Silverton we drove up to Portland and then east along
the Columbla River for ninety miles to see Cecy and John. We had a bit
of & time finding Cecy at The Dzlles, or where they Lived. hohever
thelr ex—landlord very kindly drove us to the general vicinity
and while I was asking one householder the wheresabouts of the
Odlands I heard a voice czll sey, "Why don't you ask me where I \live 2"
and there was Cecy just behind me. We had a. fine bit of & wvisit/ with
them and the next morning set out for Canada,via Port Angeles -
and ferry<to Victoria, B.C.s lle drove from Cecy's along ‘the north side &
of the Columbia River but ran into rain at Vancouver, Washington.
Visibility. was very blurred and We did not run out of rain till
noon. ¥e made Port’ ingeles for night &nd took the ewrly ferry over
to Victoria the nextmorning,arriving at Bert Cookes in time for
breakfast. We stopped with them for &wo or three days and visited
friends in Vicloria from there. Sure had a pood time and & nice
long walk with Bert. I like walking in a city. You ledrn s0-much
more about it.

ie drove North from Victoria and visited cousins of Grace's

up Island. From their place we drove back to Nanaimo and took

{\;;,tﬁe {p;:yaback tb tihe malnlanh and Vancouver. Here we were met ;

3



by our neice and her hu sband, . Norman and Joyce Coppin. e stayed
vith them Tfor about three dhyS and v151ted other cousins and
connections in Vancouver.

Before leaving home our younb people had clubbed together
and had given us sufficient money to pay half our air fare up
to Prince BRupert to ses old friends up there. So we made good
use of it and did so,flying up and back the 550 miles euch way.
We had such a nice visit up there and after about three days we

. ‘came back to Vancouver. We left P.R. the morning after ,the

earthquake in Alasks. iie had to take a ferry out to the airport
end there were broken wharves, loose logs and debris floating all
over the inlet. Tugs were busy booming everything together again.
Grage and Heather thoroughly enjoyed the trip by air. I did too
although I was a little dubious about Grace as she had-had
* rather a rough time coming over on the ferry from Port Ageles.
There, was quite a high fumAUHanlght before and when we got out on +=
the 8traight there was guite a roll and pitch going on.-However
the plane seemed different and was & most enjoyable: change fram
driving the car. It sure was bood and thouahtful of our young
people. 3
"ite visited sevnrdl duys 1thold frlenda at 1h1te Rock before
leaving for home. wia Trans Canada No.l. It was nice weather
Yerwe were there and we went to church with ‘our friends
(Mr Barmett was the pastor) on Easter Sunday. Wie had Jbeen toss
Good Friday Serwice in Prince Rupert (our host' there another
Minister) One surely can get from place to place in a hurry these days.
Jie had a wonderful drive through the mounteins and stoppeﬂ‘
at Penticton for a couble of days with Grace's Aunt and Uncle,
Al so visited © Elgie Earl (Elsie Nevill) :a sister of Violet's
at Oliger , B.G. She and her son have & little 'farm there. All
fruit orchards. Must be very pretty in summer, !
fie came through the new highway through Rogers Paps to
Banff. ‘That was wonderful drive. Towering mountains omn both sides
snow topped, they fairly took ones breath. It dook us:about
threz hour to drive through the Pass and I sat in'front with
ﬁ%ather and teook pictures out of the windsereen and those were the
best we got of the mountains. Wish we could show them to’ you.
That gives me a thoupht, Has Aldison -got & projector that will
(isho: 2" X2v glides. Please let us know and we will try and send)
vou our slides of the trip. Unfortunately something. happened to
our pictures of' the Edmonton Scarths and that was too-bad because
we did have such an enjoyable visit with them. Ve stopped there
for the week end while Lorna was home from work too.The weather
turned a2 bit rough and snow fell. but that did mot matter too much.
Did not stop the chins from:wagging anyways We saw alls of their
family while in Edmeniton ., Ve were really struck with the remarkable
resemblance between distant: cousimss Bill Scarth!s eldest son

Robert, znd Bily' © et eldest son,szerﬁbin Sgn Fr?ngisco'

are-go much @like both' in build 'end’ fdces.(Plecse =xcuse the wiggle).

WA ﬂaq@ﬁ@;«: 7.



From Edmonton we drove soutd again for elmest one hundred miles =

~ and then struck off south east to gee friends in Eastern Alberta.

We, visited all thf way home, across. Alberta and Sagkatchewan.. Had
especially nice wisit, with: and, Aunu of Grace's in Saskatoon. I like

tha city. The treffic is & llttle more lelsurbly and people are

not .alWays breo: uhlnb down .your neck. fe srrived home April 13th

and were. qultc bluu to get here. One of th 1mpresu1ﬂuKI gained from
the trip, wes, that I wonld: not hllllnuly trade one sectlon of

this land here for the hole State of California, golu and oil
included. Too,too many peoylev.Eibht million cars in Los Angeles

elone, about the same as in gll of Canada. One is only a didgit

there and quite expenduble. ﬁny”ay we went, to see. R_gple ‘and the
country was added in as we drove.

e had & nice vislt with a raacher in Arluona. We_went out
of our way to see his ranch. He was reslly good to us too . He
took Heather and Me all round the yards while Grace visited with
Mrs Thurber. The latter is an invalid from paralysis of seventeen
years 2g0. Thurber travells a lot &s he ig president of IHternational
Stock Breeders Association. He ls a very busy man and we appreciated #
the troulbile he went to to show us his stock. Ve had a letter from
him not long ago and a warm.ihvitation to return foy another
visit . QOmLthlnb I hope.we can do &s I like Arizona.

> It.wa nice to meet Janet again. \ie have not heard from her

since. She was thinking of chenging her addresg. I-expect that
if we send & card to Robert Scarth in SanFrancisco she will get it .
e would like to have her come back to Canada ;or another visit.

A little shile ago .we were dos m: to Isabella to see Bob and
Jessie Scarth. Jessie showed us your letter that you had sent her
in reply to hers about the bughprlnb'up at Jim Rannies. ne all
enjoyed meeting Maisies Father and were so gdad that bgn es Maclaggart
vas able to be there 400.Also Jimmie Flett, and Daisy. tThere
were guite a scad ofi young folk .round that uuy too a5 most of
our families managed o get there,

Now I think that.I had better close be;or you become

completely blind trying to read thig.r.I am using the nmachine to let me
zet more. on to.paper;and I am sorry to -say. that 1erhuys my pen-—

" manship is even more erratic. they bhe tyyb,r_ 2T

W are all well here end ull -join in sending their loveto
you and to adl at Beccles.

Affectionately,



Mr. Robert Scarth,Esquire
(or successor)
Binscarth, Finstown, Orkney

Scotland, Great Britain

Dear Cousin:

This might be called a pilot or exploratory letter, written with
the hope of opening a correspondence with a member of the Scarth
familye A similar letter is addressed to Mr. William Scarth of
Skaill,

To introduce myself - my great grandmother was Margaret Scarth
who married Alexander Gale in 1836, They had two children,
James Scarth Gale who died in early manhood and Jean (or Jane)
Gale who was my grandmother. Jean Gale married my grand-

father, Reverend David Inglis, then of Hamilton, Canadae.

Jean and David Inglis had four children, three of whom died
without issue. One of these three was my maiden Aunt Katherine
Madaline Inglis who visited the Scarths in 1904 at Orkneye.

The fourth child of Jean Gale and David Inglis was my father,

James Gale Inglis. His older daughter, Beryl Inglis, my sister,
married Edson Taylor and one of their children, my niece,

Catherine Inglis Taylor, also visited the Scarths in Orkney in

1957. Both Katherine and Catherine wrote most appreciative accounts
of the warm and generous hospitality with which they were received
by the Scarths.

T was born November 19, 1897, so I believe I am a contemporary
of Robert Scarth of Binscarth and William Scarth of Skaill.
I hope this finds both of you in good health and good spiritse

Now to the purpose of this letter — I am writing the history of
my family and plan to include a ‘chapter on the Scarths. I have
some information but hope to enlist your help in gaining more
in three general ca&tegories:

(a) Stistical genealogy - births, marriages, children and
déaths, dating back as early as may be readily available;

(b) Interesting events, achievements, successes (and failures,
if any ! ), human interest episodes, humorous incidents,etce.

(c¢) Identification of pictures, I have a half dozen that I
would like to send to you for your review and perhaps you
may have others that would be appropriate to include.

-

Of course I would be glad to re-imburse you for any out-of-
pocket expense such as copying, or otherwise repﬁﬁucing, any of
this material. Also you may be sure that one or more copies

of the finished product will be sent you when it is ready.

OVer, please



s ,(”,'J‘JL ;

} THOMAS B INGLIS

16161 Ridgecrast Ave,
Mbnlp Sereno, Calif
s 4 9036

et postage 18¢

,l//ar. Robert Scarth, Esquire 4
(or successor)

25th anniversary

Binscarth

Finstown

Orkney

Scotland

Great Britain
Aerogramme - Via Airmail - Par Avion

(2) second fold
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L shall be most grateful if you will confirm your address
and indicate your willingness to assist in this project so
that I may communicate with you further.

If by any chance you ever happen to come to California
be sure to stop here for a goed visit. Monte Sereno is
50 miles south of San Francisco.

Sincerely,
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