E' A. PARTBDGE-

"portridee of Sintaluta "---=2That Man Partidge.”

Dreamer, visiqnary.rﬁrophet; all these terms could be ,

and were, apﬂiied to, "EA" Partridge. Not only was_he all

three, pe also posses-ed the.abllity to inspire others by

hig outlook.He had to be a dreamer else the vision he saw
could not have be=n of the substance which would attract and
inspire others.Prophets seldom have honor in their own country.
.Passing years have oproven just how great a prohet of his

time Partridse was. His concern for his fellow man was motiv-
-qtedby actual experiences met in his efforets at organization
among Western farmers so that throuqk those organizations, |
they could help themselves., First President of the newly

formed Grain Growers Grain Company he ran head on into the
vested interests from the East.The individuals comprising

the financial oligarchy of the East, knew 1little and

cared less about western Canada as they do to this day.

Out of these experiences came the knowledge that the people

of the wesr must iearn to help themselves, even at the expense
of qlienatinq t hemcelves from theilr predatory neichbors _

to the Eqét. ‘

‘Following a tragic accidenfon his farm which left
Partridge a partial cripole for the rest of his 1ife, he
devoted much of his time to orgqni?lqnql work pertaining to
his community and acrcultural welfare in general. A diversifiled
reader with a most retentive mind he did not hesitate to
study other writers and their mqteria} or to adopt the

ideas gleaned from them to reinforce his own concept of the
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gecod life.For this he wss qometimeg‘criticized as being
only a "quoter ", unrealistic;zx& a2 dreaner , which he
wag}with no qpﬁloiy. An outstanding fact'about Partridge
énd one that set him apart from other draamers and vision-
aries of our developning west-was that whanever ahd whe{ettr

possible Ed Partidege tried to do something about it. Not

content with continual talk about what oukrht to be done ,

with his pphmgmon the phone, or by personal contact he

would eneavor to zet others to put their shoulders ?p the

whéel that more knowledge micht be obtained and by c@-op-
erative effort the commuhity would beneflit.Thus when the Home &
Bénk weﬁt into Insolvency and the shqreﬁolderg were faced with
putting up double 1iabiligy, Partridse, ane of the original -
organizers of the Homes Bank, ot busy with his peh and out of
his effort The Home Bank Shareholders Prottective Assocliation
of Saskatchewah was formed. Each member of the Association
contributed one dollar.Suffliclent funds came in this wayto
Liebilc the Rsshatabien to obtain 1ogiinels and eiyics ror
those shareholders faced with liqbilit&. The end resulty was
that very few if any Saskatchewan shareholders were forced to .
p2y double liability. A different story from those shareholders
in Manitoba who, in some cases lost almost 311 their savings,
equipment and in instaneces , farms, throusgh judgements azainst
them that they could not meet. As Pprtridge had bee~n
instrumental in the organization of the Home Bank he felt a
personal responsibility to do what he could to right qomé of
the injustices facing shareholders when the bank folded up.

His indignation—--
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®In the know " who quietly dispoeed of their shares some

bound s. Al thouzh he himself whs = larcef loser 4n the enterprise

. much of a come back in the nqtlonni sconomy. In the interval ;*

E.A.Partridge .
his ifHdignation at certain large shareholders apparently
weeks, even days, before the collap=e of the bank, knew no

this was no deterrent in his effort to orzanize the Association

'to protect other members against judzgement.
hened

: A one time school teacher, ingquisitive, secker of know-

ledge EA Partridee brouzht with him to the &=t developing

West a sense of responsibility to community that was rare

then and all too rare now.He felt that if people would organigze

themselves to malin one well considered objective at a time g

there could be nothine stop them. With five of a zrowing fqmi}#;'

two sons and three daughters, family solidarity meant a very 7  “\

zreat deal to Mr and Mrs Partridce. fhe loss of theilr two :
- i

sons in World War I and the early death of their elder dauczhter
i

was indeed a blow to the family.To =such 2 thoughtful, 1n1191tivej

man this meant a lot of heart searchinz.Other families had '

been bereaved by war, other families like the Partridges 1skeé&

themselves the guestion "WHY"? |
Aé the years after World War I brought the depression of

the twenties and 1ts aftermath, farmers saw prices for their

produce decline with such speed thaF many were totally unprepared

to fage their losses.Not until 1928 4id farmine stage too b

{
riant corvorations conslfd ted their holding = and becane :
ever more powerful in Aictating the policies ind control of g
governments., Our democratic proceas stipulates that no

. party in power
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. election -
party in power can use funds for .expenses from the treasury.
Campqizn'fundq for election expenses were srowins ever more
necessary s the years went by.Either narty tacitlyjobtained these
)

from interested supporters., Wealthv business men, corﬁ%é&lons.
~nd consolidated groups within the country often contributed
largely and still do, to that party deemed most compliable

to certain vested interests and their demand for permis=zive or

protective leglislation, Control of competition, which 1ls the

life blood and guarantee of durable goods in any country, was

being gradually brought about by mergers and alligqnces with
interlocking directorships. Public finance was.f]ow1nq more

and ﬁore into fewer hands. Governments desireous of selling

bonds found their financial ministers beine quietly advised

to bring their influence to bear to 8oft-peadle certain pend-

ing legislation or they mizht be facing @#ifficulty in selling
their bond lissue. A subtles form of blackmail that hamstrung

the horse before it could even walk, :

Men hame from the battlefields of France read in thelr papers

of a peerage belng zranted to a cltizen for his war éffort.

As this efforﬁ\consiqted largely in "Post curing bacon t

heavy injectiorf of / salt water to inerease the welght- éupplleﬁ

. by hls company to the troops in Frqnce, i3 there any wonder

that growers of hogs from which the bacon was derived, many

of whose sons were buried in the soil of France= 1s it any
wonder that those families became embittered and wondered if
the war to end all wars " was not just the beginning of 2 long

i

sgeries of wars
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serlies of wars of even more fury and destruction.
It wes in this atmosphere of the parly twenties that Partridge
of Sintaluta tried to draw the attention jof hils fellow men in
the West to the predicament that faced them,it's orizin, and
the cure that he proposed.Hl§ health none too good and his body
of ten wracked‘with_ﬁain: offset by a mind still as keen as a snake
whin.-he undertook to write his book ,"A War On Poverty.' The
book was in fact a eall to conference to those interested
in their own well being =nd that of thégr fellow man.Hen who
would put the welfare of their country forsmost.In other words
true patriots.
The writine of this %ooﬂkequirnd untol@ research-hoth
of past =nd contemnorary history. Works of philosophers, political
economists, historians, poetsyall contributed. Published
balance sheets of prominent companies were used to show how
statistios were used to deliberately mislead the public as
to the true nature of total profits accruing to many d%nadaian
coroorqtloann many instances mergers were shown to be not in the
best interests of the great mass of the publlc gut of whose pocketq
these excesg orofit; were taken and who could reasonably
expect better service and goods for the extortionate prices
they were paying. The general public apathy as to what was
takinz place in the ear]y_twentiﬂs was qufridge'q chief reason
for compiling his book 'A War On Povertﬂ? That and the man's
inate desire to bhe éf some practical use use to his fellow man
despite the physical incapacity he suffered. : -
Seeing the inadegacy of the Canadian political system

he félt
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that the average Canadian citizen deserved a better system of
Government; in short a government that would serve the electorate
and not bthamkethose interested solely in their own promotlon

aﬁd protection. The public was just not interested. A sy-tem of
provincdial education that tauzht no man to read or if he was able
to read to understand‘whqt was written was having'tbe desired
effect upon a young and zrowing seneration. Red herrings by

the gcore were being dragzed out to cloud every public issue.

Any suggestion that we might ourselves, have a politieal

economy that would sive. 2 larger share of our vast naturaly
wealth to every citizen was either ignored by the news media of
the day or eiqe branded as 3 socialism of a kind that would

ruin everyone.lq other wprds the great majority of Canadlans,
were being told to keep on %%ﬁgsgood 1ittle slaves , ask no
embarrassing questions, do =s the Federal Government sald and

211 would be well in this best possible of all worlds--for

thg politicians.

The Great Depression of 1929 came. Partridge of 3intaluta
gaw much of his prophecy come true.Men that had fouzht for their
country in the war of 1914-18 tozether with thelr sons were
riding the rods of freight trains from East to West , West to
East, back and forth across Canada.Men who 1n‘thelr'own right
should have had employment found themselves begzing from door

e Lo, :
to doar across Gzm=da..A country with natural re=sources to
staczer the imagination. Through the 11tt1e quﬁatchewan town

of Sintaluta on any spring or summer déy Partridee could see

passing freight trains
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pzqqinz frelght trains, crowied with men sittinez o~ top of
the cars goinw beth ways on the main line of the C,P.R.
crossing Canada, He foind his own frieﬁdé go busy tryilng to
keep off relief or trying to get on it that they had no time
to think of inything else let alone politieal economy.Victims
of the greed of nations, i1t was erlouzgh if each 4 .y provided
food, =nd shelter for the night. As they rode the freishts
acreoss the vast wheat fields of Saskatchewan they could see

food they could neither help harvest nor eat, The miraede is >

- that there was no bloodshed.That was to come later *in1939,

~Zain on the far battlefiefiim of Europe.

It was in this era of a qvina age that BEd. Partridce
and his yvoungest dauchter moved to the West Coast.In poor
health and crionled with arthritis Partridee died in Victfiq,
B.C. in 1937. His daughter Enid predeceased'him in 1535.
At.the time of hls death the world was rushineg toward the chaos
of World War 1I. Suddenly every man had employment.There were.
uniforms and guns for every enlisted man.Arms and‘mqnitionq
poured out of factories.'Gte&I was transported by milliéns
of tons and dropvoed upon 2 people who did not want it, by
the sons of one Father-upoh othar éons of one Father.Whole
cities were blasted into ruhhle.Graid which at one time no
one wanted, became scarce.Farmers again found work nd because
their sons who the nation at one time did not want, were
now away fichting fO?.thﬂt natidn, they houzht tractors to

replace theilr horses and sons and produced grain as they haj

_never donetgfb',
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Althouch he had 2 vi=ion of what was to come Partridre
was part of none of jit.He had tried to tell his fellow man in
his own words and those borrowéd from certuries qld prophets
and pnilosophers what would tske place. A srave in a Victoria
cemetry.contains his mortal remains.But his spirit watched the

confliet of those war years, their ambiguity -nd their
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destructiveness. Much of wh:t he could sse and floyetindld has

come to pass.He left behind an example of unselfish care
about his fellow man.He is not dead, this friend, not dead !

He has but passed one step ahead !

The following is from the final chapter of 'A War on Poverty'

a fitting epltaph for the author hxﬁseTf :

*When earth's last picture is painted,
and the tubes are twlsted and dried

When the oldest colors have faded,
and the younce=st critic has died;

We shall rest and falth we shall need 1t-
lie down for an eon or two, '

Ti11 the Magter of all zood workmen,
shall put us to work anew.

And those that wereggg& shall be happy:
they shall sit in a zolden chalr:

They shall splash at a ten league canvss
with brushes of comet®s hair;

They shall find real saints to draw from-
Magdalene, Peter and Paul;

They shall work for an age at @ Sitting
and never be tired at all.

And only the Master shall pralse us
and only the master shall blame;
And no one shall work for money, A
and no onegshall work for fame;
But each for the jovy of the working; 4
and each in his separate star . [
Shall draw the thing as he sees it, ;
for the God of Thinzs as They Are.'

Rudyard Kipling. {4



