JOHN MUSKRAT,

n shining coldly through the trees cast shadows here
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and there, At the foot of taller trees the ground wag scarcely dark

1 but Xr the denser patches of scrub afforded much more ghelter

and 1n thege the 1little denlzéns of bluff and brush found security.

from thelr predatory foes. Winter had made a start; in mogt places the
ground was covered with three or four inches of snow, the last fall

had Just come a day previous and was still lying soft; many little ~.\)

feet had already made thelr patterns in it with here and there a

larger print which told the tale that even furred folk have their

Shortly before the moon was at it's full hight a small dark
shadow glided nolslessly from out the long grass of a sglough to

the east of the bluff. Pausing 2 moment to make sure the co
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¢lear it then scampered or rather undulated ewlftly across the
intervening space between the slough and the kindly shelter of the
bluff. The imprints of the tiny feet were followed by a long slim
line drawn in the snow as if the 1ittle animal carried a rudder
behind i1t, A rabblt, dozing in the thick serub at the edge of the
bluff woke with a etart as something ambled past Lt's retreat; in
agtonishement at what it saw 1t sat bolt unright and wiggled it's
sensitlve nose to catch what scent there might be carried dn the
3t111l breezes of the nighl. Bunny might Just as well have kept

on gleeping for all that it mattered® to the 1little traveller, for ad
long as the rabblt watched i1t ,the small dark shadow seemingly pald
no attention to anything else but it's own business,

However other eyes that the rabbit's watched the bold llttle

gller of the marshes and sloughe as he made hils way through the

uakrat tried to keev as much in&he ghelter




T the thicker ascrub there were slaces where 11 was necesgs
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lome right out in the bright moonlight. 'he big horned owl looked
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down from his evening perch just in time to see a long sinewy tal
vanish through the underbrush. Interest immediately aroused, toe oWl

noislessly flitted to another tree where the wlew was lecs obscured.

What it eventually saw reiminded the owl that 1t was time for a meal
and the big bird flew 1ike & shadow to a more open gpot that the
muskrat would have to cCross. However while walting for the intended

upper to appear the owl seemed to change 1t's mind. Much of this
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change was due to an old feather covered ecar on One leg that had

begun to twitch. Through the old warriore mind taere ran the memory

(@]

£ an encounter with jusit such another of these seemingly easy
meals and also the memory of the agonizing pain that shot through hil
body when the rat made it's long, sharp fron teeth nearly mee
through the meaty portion of the foot that clutched at 1t. Bvidentls
the owl was not so hungry by the time the traveller made his appéarinct
in the clearing for he went unmolested and all umaware o the great

round eyeg that gazed down on him from above .

Suddenly the muskrat gtopped .Sitting perfetl¥y still hne geulvtg™"
to be juet another browm lump that had not yebt recelved the winter
covering of enow. The western edge of the bluff was very neal’ now and
pact that 1t was absolutely open with no vestlige of covering or
shadow. In reality it was & farm yard snd some distance from the
bluff an old barn stood, leaning toward the south as 1if tired
perpetually bracing 1teelf against the cold north winds of winter.

Mot being able to sge tnis from his low position the rat etlll
seemed to be lost in thought but his black beady eyes Were roving

AMe
(@RI

1ter in tnat open s8pace. S
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TaE ForTt GARRY

CANADA'S HOTELS
OF DISTINCTION
OWNED AND OPERATED BY
CANADIAN . NATIONAL RAILWAYS

THE CHARLOTTETOWN, CHARLOTTETOWN
THE NOVA SCOTIAN, HALIFAX
CHATEAU LAURIER, OTTAWA
PRINCE ARTHUR HOTEL, PORT ARTHUR
THE FORT GARRY, WINNIPEG
PRINCE EDWARD HOTEL, BRANDON
THE BESSBOROUGH, SASKATOON
THE MACDONALD, EDMONTON

SUMMER RESORTS

JASPER PARK LODGE,JASPER NATIONAL PARK,ALTA.
MINAKI LODGE, MINAKI,ONT.
PICTOU LODGE, PICTOU,N.S.

WINNIPEG, MAN.
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IMPERIAL OI1L, LIMITED
IMmPERIAL O1L BUILDING
ToroNTO 2,CANADA

QOFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT

Dear Sir:

Farming has been described as one of
the most complicated and difficult of businesses. Con-
sequently I feel that a collection of information based
upon actual practical experience should contain something
helpful to all our friends in the agricultural industry.

With this in mind I am sending you a
copy of "Field and Farm Yard" which has just been publish-
ed by the Company I serve. I, unfortunately,-have no
practical knowledge of farming, but I have been assured
by a number of practical farmers that this book should be
of interest to many Canadian farmers and so I ask you to
accept it with my compliments.

Thousands of requests already have been
received for this book and if you are ons of our many
friends who has written for it, a second copy will most
probably reach you in reply to your request. Should you
have no use for the extra copy I would be grateful if you
would pass it on to a friend or neighbour,

’ £
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gc;go Dad

¥if J cver climb the ladder o~
Ghat leads up to success,,

nd Find there dll the things C
that make

R -
_ Jor* peace and buppinoss;
@’ hope J pever forget that you
~ Delped me so well to Fare,
%bat J stepped up each ~o.~o
succeeding rung
32 Decause you laid it there

&
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