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The moon shining coldly through the trees cast shadows here

and there. At the foot of taller trees the ground was scarcely darh

at all hut ±H the denser patches of scrub afforded much more shelter

and In these the little denlsena of bluff and brush found security,

from their predatory foes, winter had made a start; in most places the

ground was covered with three or four inches of snow, the last fall

had Just come a day previous and was still lying soft; many little

feet had already made their patterns In it with here and there a

larger print which told the tale that even furred folk have their

worries.

Shortly before the moon was at it's full hight a small dark

shadow glided nololessly from out the long grass of a dough to

the east of the bluff. Pausing p moment to make sure the coast was

clear it then scampered or rather undulated swiftly across the

intervening space between the slough and the kindly shelter of the

bluff. The Imprints of the tiny feet were followed by a long slim

line drawn in the snow as if the little animal carried a rudder

behind it. A rabbit, dozing in the thick scrub at the edge of the

bluff woke with a start as something ambled past 'it's retreat; in

astonishement at what it saw it sat bolt rnrlght and wiggled it's

sensitive nose to catch what scent there might be carried fcn the

still breezes of the night. 3xmny might Just as well have kept

on sleeping for all that it mattered* to the little traveller, fox-

long as the rabbit 'watched it^the small dark shadow seemingly paid

no attention to anything else but it's own business.

However other eyes that the rabbit's watched the bold little

fcller of the marshes and sloughs as he made his way through the

i^Xnat tried to 4©ep as much irj^he shelter
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I the tnlcker scrub there were daces where It was necessary to
Le rlsht out in the brlgbt moonllEht. The his horned owl loolced

'down fron his evening perch Just In time to see a long sinewy tall
vanish through the underbrush. Interest Immediately aroused, the owl
nolslessly TUtted to another tree where the wlew was less obscured.
V,nat It eventually saw relmlnded the owl that It was time for a meal
and the big bird flew like a shadow to a more open spot that the
muskrat would have to cross. However while waiting for the Intended
supper to appear the owl seemed to change Ifs mind, I'.uch of this
Change was due to an old feather covered scar on one leg that haa,
hegun to twitch. Through the old warriors mind tnere ran the memor^
of an encounter with Just such another of these seemingly easy
.eals and also the memory of the agonltlng pain that shot through
hody When the rat made It's long, sharp fron teeth nearly mee6
through the meaty portion of the foot that clutched at It. Svldentlr
tne owl was not so hungry hy the time the traveller made his appearanct
in the Clearing for he went unmolested and all unaware o' the great
round eyes that gazed down on him from aoove . , .1^

Suddenly the muskrat stopped .Sitting perfeOtJry still he sba«^-
to be just another brown lump that had not yet received the winter
covering of snow. The western edg. of the bluff was very near now and
past that It was absolutely open with no vestige of covering or
shadow. In reality It was a farm yard and some distance from the
bluff an old barn stood, leaning toward the south as If tired
of perpetually bracing Itself against the cold north winds of winter,
sot being able to see tnls from nls low position the rat still
seemed to be lost in thougnt out nis black beady eyes were roving

in tnat open space. Some
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F J oPer cUmh the ladder

C5hat leads up to succoss,^;,|
nd Find there all the things

that make oxsa^ssasa
3or peace and happiness;

hope J nexJer Forget that ijou
helped me so tsJoU to Fare,

hot d stepped up each
succeeding rung msissmsss)

3^ ^Because you laid it there.

Ifo ©ad
F J oOer climb tbo ladder

C5bat leads up to success,,
nd Find there all the things

that make

3or peace and happiness;
hope J ncxJcr Forgot that ijou

helped me so tsJoU to Fare,
hat d stepped up each
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