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Reminiscences or Through A Mill Window.

Foreword.

For some years during the Depression the
writer worked in a flour mill in Western Manitoba.
The mill wa= known as a Hundred Barréd* Mill, That 1is;
the grinding capacity from raw wheat to finlished floutp
was one hundred barrels per twenty four hours continu-
ous operation. Converted to one hundred pound sacks of
flour the mill usually produced, two hundred bags
every twenty four hours. AL

In desperation, and to eke out a living for,
a family of four on a half section of land during Jwscra”
the depression of the thirties the author at first h=udred
cordwood from surrounding farmers to the mill, 1t was
operated by steam.Later he applied and got work in
the mill itself. The miller-owner did a gristing job
for farmers in a radius of sixty miles.They brought
wheat to the mill and pald twenty cents a bushel
to have it converted into flour, bran and shorts and
filled into their own bags. Sometimes the gristing
account was pald in cash at others the miller deducted
sufficient wheat to pay the account.It was always
at the customers option.Some preferred it one way , others
the other.

My first initiation into milling de facto
was the job of taking in the wheat from the customers,
grading it, estimating the yleld of flour from the
grade, and the corresponding gquota of bran and shorts to
be returned.If the customer was paying in wheat the
defferentisl had to be figured out and he was allowed

-Qstreet price for the grade of wheat we gave him.As the

price was scarcely ever the same two days running,
normal business discussions often deteriorated into
sometimes quite sulfurous epithets and snlde remarks
gg to the amount of "hair on the millers thumb.” It

e in place here to state that the return to the
customer of flour and feed for the wheat he brought
‘was based on the grade of wheat. No.1 Northern
returned a ylield (usually) of 38 pounds flour, twelve
pounds shorts and eight pounds bran. Now any grade
six kid can add that up and make only fthe total of
fifty eilght pounds. Where were the other two out of a
=ixty pound buchaelfThe snawer " invisable shrinkage?
invariably brought a barrage of protest ;sometimes
degenerating into vituperation of the vilest sort.
Hewes€r [feferences as to one's ancestors having a
canine descendancy were few and far between, but they
did happen. Usu=lly the argument was settled by my
pointing out twenty two elevator leggs busy at their
work carrying stock upstalrs to sifters and purifiers
and dust collectors ( invisible shrinkage ) If that
did not paclfy there were two more roaring scrubbers
and scourers downstalrs taking off bran dust and germ
ends from the wheat.l quickly found that if time
permltted,a tour with the customer through the three
floors of the mill quashed many an argument and quite
oftem a good friend.




Reminiscences or Through A Mill Window,

A
During my first few wekks in the mill dusdxng the

fall of 1932,not only did I find it was my Jjob to be at
the desk making out grading slipg,counter checks for
flour and feed for each grist,I had also to sweep the
main m grinding floor of the mill and oil three floors of
machineny pnce a day. That year the full capacity of the mill
was being takenogg every day. Customers teamed their
grists for many miles.One old farmer of ninety years
used to make a2 trip of fourteen miles each way with
his team of horses and wagon.We made a special effort
to try and get him away so that he would have time to
get @ome before dark.That required some fast foot work at
times. The odd customer returned for his grist after the
dinner hour only to find it had got "mislaid someplace.”
I.think sometimes khéyguessed that Mr Black had started
on his way homekwhile they were at lunch downfbwn. The
depression made good neighbors. Or helped to make them.
The day shift started work at seven in the morning
when the mill ran twenty four hours. That meant rising at
four A,M fes<=me. Seven cows to milk, pigs and chickens
to fieed ,meant breakfast in a hurry.Being three miles from
the mill did not take Poo long to get there.From seven
A.M. till seven P.Mﬂpeeﬁad a long day. The pay was good,
two dollars a day for a twelve honrda&,and production was
expeeted or get out.Latterly I found bookkkeeping was
added to my curriculum .When I discovered that the
bocks were in some cases five years behind I felt

companionship with Moses and his trials with the
children of Israel.
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