%

Yoho National Park
Field, British Columbia
30 May, 1970

Dear Mr. Turnbull,

I am currently working with a friend of
mine on a research thesis on E,A, Partridge. We have been
to Regina a couple of times to see Mrs. Booth, and she
suggested that we write to you as you had worked with her
father.

If you could let us know how long you knew Mr.
Partridge and to what extent and on what projects you
worked with him, we would know where to direct our
questions.

Mrs. Booth has been very helpful, and has given us
some valuable leads in our research, but we still have large
gaps to fill. One thing that we have been able to find
little about is his connection with and writings in The
Furrow and similar papers; any information vou could give
us regarding this would be very much appreciated. OQur
most valuable sources are letters and writings, and perhaps
if you had any of Mr. Partridge's correspondences or articles
you would let us borrow them to copy then.

Yours truly, i E
4 N ,;/ | ._'Vl:ﬁ A.
' g }_ &”"{ 4

Jim Hamilton



P.,0.Box 25'

Binscarth, Man,

June 4th/70.

Dear f#tr Hamilton: '
Replylng to your letter of May 30th

and your request for information on the late E.A,Partridge.

In a letter I reckeved from Mrs Booth she said that
ghe had glven you my name and thought that perhaps you
would be getting in touch with me. In the meantime I went
ahead and trled to write up a summary of MNr Partridge's life
and work from the time that I first became =cguainted with
him in 1922 until his death in the early ! 30s, Last Tuesday
I sent Mrs Booth two coples of this write-up.As my daughter
and son-in-law were going to deliver them personally as they
passed throuzh Regina I expect she has them. The mailing of
any material these days is to say the least erratic .

Under separate cover I am mailing you Mr Partridge's
book A War On Poverty. This is not my orizinael copy which
is autographed by the author with hise expression of thanks
for the 1little I was able to do for him durinz the winter
of 1925.It is a copy I found when clearinz up the library
of an o0ld friend some years azo.He allowed me to keep it as
I very much wanted to have a second one as my origins=l
was badly damaged when our basement was flooded ons sprine,
I kesp 1t more or less as a sentimental keepssake of the old
gentleman,

Further to your request for the loan of any papers
that I may have of Partridge's. I did have all the manusript
of the book 1n his own handwriting also all his correspondence
with me. Most unfortunately that was all burned when we lost
our farm home in a fire,

E.A.Partridge , was not I belleve so much a socialist
as 2 soclal reformer. I am sure you will discover that in
reading his book.!y personal knowledge of him was that he
was a man who carsd very much sbout hig fellow nen. It did not

seem to me that personal géé%&hdizeméﬁt meant as much to him
a8 being able to use what talents he possessed to help his
fellow men help themselves.



He loved discussion and good reading. Was always happy
in the company of young people and was a real inspiration
to many a younger man who would care to take the time to
listen and learn from him.

dis book A War Cn Povery drew attention in other countries
than €anada.The efficacy of thes German espionage system
at work in Canada in 1925 wasz evinced by the fact that Mr
Partridge had a request for a copy of his book by one Adcoivh
Hitler from Germany. This was shortly after Mr Partridze
had remarked to me that if someone wanted to be a real
beneficiary tec mankind they would put a bullet into both
Hitler and Musgsolini, that if they were left to go on thelr
way they would plunge the world into another war. He had no
use for force.Grantinz that much came ouft of war in the matter
of art and msterial develovment as John Rusgkin put forth
in his essay War,he believed wholeheartedly in the power of
men'®s minds, 1f they would but use them, to achieve peacably
what they could never do by force of arms.

You will have read Deep Furrows, I have no knowledge of
what led up te the part Mr Partridge took in some of those
episcdes other than what is written in that book. I have a
copy somswhere in my bockshelves here but have not looked at
it for ages.

In closing may I say this. The years that have elapged
gince 1925 have done nothing to distract from my opinion
that Partridge of Sintaluta was on the right track. We have
achieved greatly in science, are exploring the moon, know that
the world could not be seen on the point of a pin whan
compared to the universe round us but 2ll our educational
systemz over the years have neglected, purposefully or other=-
wise the exploration of the power of the mind of man
when used collectively for the advence of the common good,

Jegus of Nazareth knew this.He pointed out the sgimple
way.But that seems too simple for most of us two thousand
vears later.We would rather get lost in phrases ofgobbldygook
{that conjunction and spelling is purposeful) than get out
and put others first and ourselves lagt.

If you have not read A War CH Poverty I am sure you
will enjoy it.Perhaps in out day and age of dissent with
things as they are it mizh be more acceptably read., Please
return the bock when you are throuzh with it.

Yours very sincerely,
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UNIVERSITY OF VICTORIA

P.O. BOX 1700, VICTORIA, BRITISH COLUMBIA, CANADA V8W 2Y2
TELEPHONE (604) 477-6911, TELEX 049.7222

Department of History

July 3, 1980

Mr. N. Turnbull,
Binsgarth,
Manitoba.

Dear Mr. Turnbull,

I have been in contact with Mrs. Edna Booth about her father
E.A. Partridge. I am presently editing a volume on his career.

Mrs. Booth recalled that you had helped Mr. Partridge with some of
his writings in the 1920's. Unfortunately, these have all disappeared or
been destroyed. Did you by any chance keep a copy?

I am also interested in a series of questions and wonder if you
might be able to help. When did he teach? What kind of teacher was he?
What was his original political affiliation? What happened between him and
W.R. Motherwell? Why did the Square Deal Grain Company fail? What was the
extent of his involvement in the Home Bank? How did he react to the wheat pools?
How did he see the more radical movement among farmers during the 1920's? What
was the nature of his work in Victoria?

If you have access to a tape recorder, I would appreciate it if you
could put any thoughts you might have on these topics (or any recollections) on
tape. I will gladly reimburse you for your expenses.

I hope I am not imposing too much on you.

Yours sincerely,
y o -
" Yy~
M M-
\r‘,‘,, ] i~ C
Tan MacPherson,
Associate Professor.

P.S. In view of the fact your home apparently has been in eastern Manitoba,
I wonder if you have had long contacts with the Crerar family. If so,
I would appreciate any comments you might care to make about T.A. Crerar.

M/j1
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UNIVERSITY OF VICTORIA

P.0. BOX 1700, VICTORIA, BRITISH COLUMBIA, CANADA V8W 2Y2
TELEPHONE (604) 477-6911, TELEX 049-7222

Department of History

July 16, 1980
Mr. N.L. Turnbull,
Binscarth, Manitoba.
ROJ 0GO
Dear Mr. Turnbull,

Thank you for your letter. I have read Deep Furrows and I do

have a copy of The War on Poverty. I look forward very much to receiv-

ing your comments on Partridge. He was a remarkable man I think much

misunderstood and now unfortunately forgotten.

Yours sincerely,

1 4 \‘

L
| AN | k."k L "‘ l‘-v';“\ ;\7’\__

Tan MacPherson,
Associate Professor.

/i1



ILarry Hicock
127 Kane Ave.
Winnipeg, Man. R3J 2N8

February 27, 1980
Dear Mr. Turnbull:

At long last I am returning the short piece you wrote

about Ed Partridge. (You loaned it to me last August when

I interviewed you for my radio program).

After completing the programs for CBC, life got a bit crazy

for me, what with trying to get more work, but now things are
getting sorted out. I have some new radio work coming up (a series
of interviews), and I look forward to doing another interview
with you — this time about you, not Partridge. When I get the
go—-ahead I will call you right away to see if you're available
(and willing!).

We only used about five or six minutes from my interview with

you on the Partridge program, but I can honestly say that your
contribution was truly a highlight. Your insight into both the
man and what he stood for added a great deal of understanding.

I'm very very grateful for the time you spent with me, but now, as
then, I really would like to sit down and talk about your own life
and your own thoughtse. There were just so many things we touched on
that I'd like to follow up with you.

It may take another few weeks before the CBC bureacracy gets back
to me, but you can be sure I'll contact you in the near future.
Once again, thanks for the article, for your time in the interview,
and to both you and your wife, thankyou for your kind hospitality.

Yours truly,‘ ) M

P.S. I'm also trying to get CBC to replay the programs on AM, so
they'1ll reach people in the country; if and when it happens, I'll
let you know the broadcast dates, in case you'd like to hear themsss.
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E,A. PARTRDGE.

"Partridge of Sintaluta "----2That Man Partidge."

Dreamer, visionary, prophet; all these terms could be ,
and were, applied to "E4" Partridge. Not only was he all
three, he also possessed the ability to inspire others by
his outlook.He had to be a dreamer else the vision he saw
could not have been of the substance which would attract and
inspire others.Prophets seldom have honor in their own country.
Passing years have proven just how great a prohet of his
time Partridge was. His concern for his fellow man was motiv-
ate%%v actual experiences met in his efforets at organization
among Western farmers so that throu§§ those organizations,
they could help themselves. First President of the newly
formed Grain Growers Grain Company he ran head on into the
vested interests from the East.The individuals comprising
the financid oligarchy of the East, knew little and
cared less about western Canada as they do to this day.
Out of these experiences came the knowledge that the people
of the weskE must learn to help themselves, even at the expense
of alienating tThemselves from thelr predatory neighbors
to the East.

Following a tragic accidenlon his farm which left
Partridge a partial cripple for the rest of his 1life, he
devoted much of his time to orgaﬁ%ﬂional work pertaining to
his community and agrcultural welfare in general. A diversified
reader with a most retentive mind he did not hesitate to
study other writers and their material or to adopt the

ldeas gleaned from them to reinforce his own concept of the



E.A.PARTRIDGE.
good life.For this he was sometimes criticized as being
only a "quoter ", unrealistic;mm@:a dreamer , which he
Was/with no apology. An outstanding fact about Partridge
and one that set him apart from other dreamers and vision-
arles of our developing west was that whenever ahd wherewver
possible Ed Partidge tried to do something about it. Not

content with continual talk about what oukht to be done ;

with his —peny. on the phone, or by personal contact he

would eneavor to get others to put their shoulders to the

wheel that more knowledge might be obtained and by cO-op-
erative effort the commuhity would benefit.Thus when the Home B
Bank went into Insolvency and the shareholders were faced with
putting up double 1liabiligy, Partridze, ane of the original
organizers of the Home Bank, got busy with his pen and out of
his effort The Home Bank Shareholders Prottective Association
of Saskatchewah was formed. Each member of the Association
contributed one dollar.Sufficient funds came in this wayto
enable the Association to obtain legsal help and advice for
those shareholders faced with 1liability. The end resulty was
that very few if any Saskatchewan shareholders were forced to
pay double liability. A different story from those shareholders
in Manitoba who, in some cases lost almost all their savings,
equlpment and in instances , farms, through judgements against
them that they could not meet. As Partridge had been
Instrumental in the organization of the Home Bank he felt a
personal responsibility to do what he could to rizcht some of
the injustices facing shareholders when the bank folded up.

His indignation---



E.A,Partridge .

his 1ﬁdignafion at certain large shareholders apparently

"In the know " who guietly dlsposed of thelr shares some

weeks, even days, before the collapse of the bank, knew no
bound s. Al thouzh he himself ¥as 2 larze loser in the enterprise
this was no deterrant in his effort to organize the Association
to protect other members against judgement.,

A one time school teacher, inguisitive, seeker of know-
ledge Ed Partridge brought with him to the W@grb—— developing
West a sense of resoonsibility to community that was rare
then and all too rare now.He felt that if people would organize
themselves to gain one well considered objective at a time
there could be nothing stoop them. With five of 2 growing family,
two sons and three daughters, family solidarity meand a very
great deal to Mr and Mrs Partridee. The loss of their two
sons in World War I and the early death of their elder daughter
was indeed a blow to the family.To such = thoughtful, ingisitive
man this meant a lot of heart searching.Cther families had
been bereaved by war, other families like the Partridges asked
themselves the question "WHY"?

As the years after World War I brought the depression of
the twenties and its aftermath, farmers saw prices for their
produce decline with such speed that many were totally unprepared
to fawe their losses.Not until 1928 did farming stage too
much of = come back in the national economy. In the interval
glant corporations consl&dqted thelr holdings and became
ever more powerful in dictating the policies and control of

governments., Our democratic process stipulates that no

Voam T e A v Ao



E.A.PARTRIDGE.

party 1n power can use fund s fg%eggéggses from the treasury.
Campaign funds for election expenses were growing ever more
necessary 2s the years went by.Either narty tqcitlﬂ%btained these
from interested supporters. Wealthy business men, &%%%ﬁ%éﬁigﬁé.
-nd consolidated groups within the country often contributed
largely and still do, to that party deemed most compliable
to certain vested interests and their demand for permissive or
protective legislation. Control of competition, which is the
1ife blood and guarantee of durable goods in any country, was
being gradually brought about by mergers and alllances with
interlocking directorships. Public finance was flowling more
and more into fewer hands. Governments desireous of selling
bonds found their financial ministers being quietly advised
to bring their influence to bear to Boft-peadle certain pend-
ing legislation or they mizht be facing @ifficulty in selling
their bond issue. A subtle form of blackmail that hamstrung
the horse before it could even walk.

Men hame from the battlefields of France read in their paperg
of a2 peerage being granted to a citizen for his war effort.

As this effort consisted largely in "Post curing bacon t

heavy injectionSof salt water to increase the welght- supplied
by his company to the troops in France, 1s there any wonder
that growers of hogs from which the bacon was derived, many

of whose sons were buried in the soil of France- 1s it any
wonder that those families became embittered and wondered 1if

the war to end all wars " was not just the beginning of =2 long

series of wars
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E.A.PARTRIDGE .

series of wars of even more fury and destruction.

It was in this atmosphere of the early twenties that Partridge
of Sintaluta tried to draw the attention of his fellow men 1in
the West to the predicament that faced them,it's origin, and
the cure that he proposed.Hid4 health none too good and his body
often wracked with pain, offset by a mind still as keen as a snake
whip, he undertook to write his book ,"A War On Poverty.,' The
book was in fact a call to conference to those interested
in their own well being and that of théér fellow man.Men who
would put the welfare of their country foremost.In other words
true patriots.

The writing of this boogfequired untol® research both
of past and contemporary history.Works of philosophers, political
economists, historians, poetsyall contributed. Published
balance sheets of prominent companies were used to show how
statistics were used to deliberately mislead the public as
to the true nature of total profits accruing to many Canadalan
corporationst[n many instances mergers were shown to be not in the
best interests of the great mass of the public put of whose pockets
these excess profits were taken and who could reasonably
expect better service and goods for the extortionate prices
they were paying. The general public apathy as to what was
taking place in the early twenties was Partridge's chief reason
for compiling his book *'A War On Povertj: That and the man's
inate desire to be of some practical use use to his fellow man
despite the bhysical incapacity he suffered.

Seeing the inadeqgacy of the Canadian politiecal system

he felt



E,A.PARTRIDGE.

that the sverage Canadian citizen deserved a better system of
Government; in short a government that would serve the electorate
and not thcdt those interested solely in their own promotion

and protection. The public was just not interested. A system of
provinecial education that taught no man to read or if he was able
to read to understand what was written was having the desired
effect upom a young and growing generation. Red herrings by

the ecore were being dragged out to cloud every public issue.

Any suggestion that we might ourselves, have a politieal

economy that would give =2 larger share of our vast naturaly
wealth to every citizen was either ignored by the news medla of
the day or else branded as a socialism of a kind that would

ruin everyone.In other words the great majority of Canadians,
were being told to keep on begé good little slaves , ask no
embarrassing questions, do as the Federal Government said,and

311 would be well in this best possible of all worlds--for

the politicians.

The Great Depression of 1929 came. Partridge of Sintaluta
saw much of his prophecy come true.lMen that had fought for their
country in the war of 1914-18 together with their sons were
riding the rods of freight trains from East to West , West to
East, back and forth across Canada.Men who in their own right
should have had employment found themselves begging from door

Yo Pand
to doar across Gom=dn..A country with natural resources to
stagger the imagination. Through the 1little Saskatchewan town

of Sintaluta on any spring or summer day Partridge could see

passing freight trains



E. A.PARTRIDGE.

passing freight trains, crowded with men sitting on top of
the cars going both ways on the main line of the C.P.R.
crossing Canada, He found his own frieAads so busy trying to
keep off relief or trying to get on it that they had nc time
to think of anything else let alone politieal economy.Victims
of the greed of nations, it was enough if each day provided
food, and shelter for the night. As they rode the freights
across the vast wheat fields of Saskatchewan they could see
food they could neither help harvest nor eat. The mirieaz is
that there was no bloodshed.That was to come later 1@1939.
»gain on the far battlefis¥ds of Europe.

It was in this era of a dying age that Ed. Partridse
and his youngest daughter moved to the West Coast.In poor
health and crippled with arthritis Partridee died in Victria,
B.C. in 1937. His daughter Enid predeceased him in 1935.
At the time of his death the world was rushing toward the chaos
of World War II. Suddenly every man had employment.There were
uniforms and guns for every enlisted man.Arms and munitions
poured out of factories. Stebl Wwas transported by milliéns
of tons and dropved upon a people who did not want it, by
the sons of one Father upon other sons of one Father.Whole
cities were blasted into rubble.Grain which at one time no
one wanted, became scarce.Farmers again found work and because
thelr sons,who the nation at one time did not want, were
now away fichting for that nation, they bought tractors to

replace thelr horses and sons and produced grain as they had

never done pefore .



E. A. PARTRIDGE

Although he had a vision of what was to come Partridere
was part of none of it.He had tried to tell his fellow man in
his own words =nd those borrowed from certuries old prophets
and philosophers what would take place. A grave in a Victorila
cemetry contains his mortal remains.But his spirit watched the
conflict of those war years, their ambigulity =nd their
destructiveness. Much of whz2t he could see and foretokd has
come to pass.He left behind an example of unselfish care
about his fellow man.He is not dead, this friend, not dead !
He has but passed one step ahead !

The following is from the final chapter of 'A War on Poverty'

a fltting epitaph for the author himself

'When earth's last picture is painted,
and the tubes are twisted and dried

When the oldest colors have faded,
and the youngest critic has died;

We shall rest and faith we shall need it-
lie down for an eon or two,

Till the #aster of all good workmen,
shall put us to work anew.

And those that were good shall be happy:
they shall sit in a golden chair:

They shall splash at a ten league canvss
wlith brushes of comet's hair;

They shall find real saints to draw from-
Magdalene, Peter and Paul;

They shall work for an age at a sitting
and never be tired at all,

And only the Master shall praise us
and only the master shall blame;
And no one shall work for money,
and no one~shall work for fame;
But each for the joy of the working;
and each in his separate star
Shall draw the thing as he sees 1it,
for the God of Things as They Are.'

Rudyard Kipling.



E.A.PARTRIDGE. /By Fermare X G
*® That Man Partridee"” “Partridge of Sintaluta.”

Dreamer , visionary, prophet; all these terms could be G LW
apnrlied to ™That Man Partridge."Not only was he 211 three but had
the ability to inspire others by his outlook.He had to be a dreamgr!w«Jd
else the vision he saw could not have been of the substance =
attract and inspire others.Prophets seldom have honor 1in thelr :
own country.Passing years have proven just how great a propﬂtthiﬁigtgzaip
wmn was.His concern for the welfare of his fellow man was motivated
by actual experiences met in his efforts at organigation among
western farmers so that through those organization= they could help
themselves.First President of the newly formed Graln Growers
Company he ran head-on into the Eastern vested interests who knew
as 1ittle, and cared lgss about Western Eanada,as they do &3 fFhts
day. Out of these experiences came th= knowledge thqtéggisgeople
of the west must learn to help themselves even at the of

_alienéatlng themselves from their predatory neighbors to the East.

Following a tragic accident on his farm which left Partridse a
partial cripple for the rest of his 1ife,he devoted much of his time
to organizational work wa¥ch pertainé 7to his community and

agricul tural welfare.A diversified reader with a most retentive

mind he did not hesitate to study other writers and thelr material .o~
to adopt the ideas gleaned from them to reinforce his own,goncept

of the good life. For this he was sometimes criticizpdfﬁggag%;pgyuﬁy
only a "quoter™, unrealistic,amd a dr-amer, which he was, ard—se-
flexth.Outstanding about this man was the fact that set him apart
from other dreamers and visionaries of our developing West was the
fact that whenever and whereever possible Partrldge tried to do
something about it. Not content with continual talk about what

ouzht to be done.sbeut—4it, with his pengon the phonejor by personal
contact he would endeavor to get others to put thelr shoulders

to the wheel that more knowledge might be obtained and by co-operative
effort the community might benefit. Thus when the Home Bank went %
into 1nsoﬁency and the shareholders were faced with putting up
double 1iability, Partridge,an original organiger of the Home Bank,
got busy with his pen and out of his effort The Hhmselaliler
Shareholders Protective Association of Saskatchewan was formed.

Each member of the association contributed one dollar .Sufflcent
funds ¢ this way to enable the association to obtain legal
help¥fo oge shareholders faced with lability.The end result was
that very few if any Saskatchewan shareholders ‘were forced to :

pay double 1liability.A &ifferent story from those shareholders

in Manitoba who,in some cases lo=t almost all thelr savings,
equipment and in instances,farms through judgements againat them

s
r th

. they could not meet. As Partridge had besn instrumental in the

G

organization of the Home Bank he felt a personal responsibility

to do what he could to right some of the injustices facing share-
holders when the Bank folded up. His indignation at certaln large
shareholders apparently ,33in. kg kggglﬁygo quietly disposed of
their sharefsome weeks,before ‘the close of the bank,knew no bounds.
EIEHBUEH_ﬁE~HIE§€Ifﬂ§§g a large loser in the enterprise this was
noy deterrant in his effort to organize the Assoclation to

pratec judghmenenheninst other members.

A one time school teacher, inquisitive,,.gscker of knowledge,
Prxt—ilan Partridze brought with him to the West a sense of
resonsibility to community that was rare then and all too rare
today.He felt that if people would organize themselves to gain



one well considered objective at a time there could be nothing
stop them.With five of =2 growing family , two sons and three
daughters,; family solidarity meant a ve great deal to Mr .nd Mrs
Partridge. The loss of their two sons fn World War I and the earlyd
death of their eldest dauzhter was indeed a blow to the family. g
To a thoughtful, inguisitive man this meant a lot of heart
searching.Other families had been bereaved by war, other familles
like the Partridzes asked themselves the guestion 'Why?!

As the years after the World Warlbrought the depression of
the twenties and its aftermath farmers saw prices for thelr
produce decline with such spe=d that many were totally unprepared
to face their losses.Not until 1928 did farming stage too much of
2 come back in the national economy.In the interval glant corp-
orations consolidated tpein holdings aﬁ%bgfcqme ever more powerful
in dictating the policy;of governments,’UOur democratic process
stipulates that no party in power can use funds for election
expenses from the treasury.Campaign funds for election expenses were
growing ever more necessary as the years went by.Either party
tacitly obtained these from interested supporters.Corporations and
consolidated groups within the country often contributed largely

" and still do to that party deemed mot compliable to the diversion

of certain restrictive legl=lation in favor of ani in the interests
of that great majority , the middle class voter, taxpayer, what
have you.Control of competion , which is the 1ife blood of trade

in any country snd the guarantes of durable goods was belng
gradually brought about by mergers and alliances with interlock-
ing directorships.Public finance was more and more flowing into
fewer hands.Governments desireous of selling bonds found thelr
financial ministers guletly, advised to bring thelr influence to be
bear to soft peadle certaln edislation or they might be facing

‘difficulty in selling the bbnd 1ssue.A subtle form of blackmail

that hamstrung the horse before 1t could even walk.

~ Men home from the battlefiels of France read read in their
papers of a peerage being granted to a citlzen for his war effort.
As this effort consisted largely in "post-curing"bacon-,heavy
injection of salt water to increase the welghty-supplled by hils
company to‘our troops in France, i1s there any wonder that growers
of hogs from which the bacon was derived, many of whos=s sons
we burfied in the soilf of Franc-, 1s it any wonderyf that those
families became embittered and wondered that "the war to end all w
wars®™ was not just the beginning of along series of wars of even
more fury and destruction.

It was in this atmosphere of the early twenties that

Partridge of Sintaluta tried to draw attention of his fellow men
in the west to the predicament that fac=d th-m, 1t's origingyand the
cure that he proposed. His health none too zood snd with hi=s body
often wracked by paln, offset by a mind still as ke=n as a snake
whip he undertook to write his book ,A War On Poverty. the book
was in fact a call to Conference to those 1ntaresteg & dtheir
own well belng and that of th-ir fellow man.den who Rag put
the welfare of their country foremost.In other words true patriots.
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The writing of this book required untold research both of past
and contemporary hi=tory.Works of philosophers, political"
economists historians poets all contributed.Published balance
sheets of prominent companies were used to show how statlictles
were used to deliberately mislead the public as to the true nature
of total profits accruing to many Canadian COFpOT;EAQﬂﬂ. In

many instances mergers were shown to be not in thésinterests of
the great mas< of the public out of whose pockets these excess
profits were taken and who could reasonably expect better service
for their contributions than they were getting.,The general public
apathy as to what was taking place in the early twenties was
Partridges chiz=f reason for compiling his boock A War on Poverty.
That and the man's inate desire to be of some practical use to
his fellow man desplite the incapacity he suffered.Seeing the
Ainadaquacy of the Canadian political system he felt that the
average Banadian citizen deserved = better system of Government
in short a government that would serve the electorate and not those
interested solely on their own promotion and protection. The
public was just not interested, A System of Provincial education
that taught no man to read or if he was able to read to
unisrstand what was written was having the desired effect upon a
voung and growing generation,Red herrings by the score were being
dragged out,on every public ilsse.Any sugzestion that we might
oursolveq.hqv~ 2 political economy that would give a larger ﬂhare
of our vast natural wealth to =very citizen was either n by
the news media of the day or ~lse branded as a soclialis «tha
would ruin everyone,The great deprescion of 1929 came,Partridcge
of Sintaluta saw much of his prophecy come true.Men,that had
fought for their country in the war of 1914 along with their sons
were riding the rods of freight trains. travelling east and west
across Canada.Men who in their own right c<hould have had employment
found themselves begging from door to door in a country with

natural resources tog staggrer the imagination.Through the littleﬁhﬂ”“

town of Sintaluta’on any spring or summer day Partridge could s=ce
passing freights, crowded with men sitting on toof the cars
goinz both ways on the main line of the C.P.R. crossing Canada.

He found his own friends so husy trying to keep ofif rellef

or trying to get it that they had no time to think of any thing
else let alone political economy. Victims of the greed of nations ,
it was enough if each day provided food enough and shelter for

the night.On their travels through the vast wheat fields of
Saskatchewam they could see food they could neither help harvest

nor eat.The miracle is that there was no bloodshed.That was to

come later sgain on the far battle fields of Furope,

It was in this era of a dying ag= that E.A.Partridce
moved to ¥ancouver .In poor health, crippled with arthritis,
accompanied by his youngest dauchter he lived for several
years in that city.At the timg of his death the world was
rushing toward the chaos of World War 11,Sud?enly every man had
employment . Every man had a uniform.Arms and munitions poured
out of factorles,3teel was transported by millions of tons
and dropped upoF ~ople who did not want it, byf the sons of one
Father upon tk=e"sSons of one Father.Cities were blasted into
rubble,grain which 3t one time no one wanted became scarce.
Farmers again found work and because their sonzs who the nation at
ons time did not want were now away fighting for that nation
they bought tractors to replace theif horses and their sons,
and produced grain is they had never done before.

Althouzh he had a vision of what was to come Partridge



was part of none of it. He had tried to tell his fellow man in hils
own words and those bor-owed from centuries old prophets and
philosophers what would take place.A grave in a Vancouver

cemetary contiains his mortal ramains,But his spirit watched the
conflict of those war years their mbiguity and thelr destructivenec=s
His Xnowledze now is clear for Wi#/sojourn herf on earth. Much of

what he couldl se= has come to nass.Ours is the loss here and
beyond,if we fall to 4 r best for our fellow men,The following
juotation is from the/lclosing chapter of A War On Pverty a

fitting epitpph for the author himself:

"When earth's last pilcture is painted,
and the tubes are twisted and drled,
wWwhen the oldest colors have faded,
ind the youngest critic has dled,
We thall rest, and falth we shall need 1t-
1ie down for an aeon or two,
T111 the Master of All Good Workmen
thall put us to work anew.

And those that were zood shall b- happy;
they shall sit in a golden chalr;

They <shall splash at a ten league canvass
with brushes of comets' hair;

They shall find real saints to draw from -
lagdalene, Peter and Paul; ,

They shall work for an age at a sittin
and never be tired at all.

And only the Master shall pralse us ,
snd only the Master shall blame;
And no one shall work for money,
~tnd no one shall work: for fame;
But each for the joy of the worklng;
ind each in his separate star,
Shall draw the thing s he sees 1t,
for the God of Things as They Are."

Rudyard Kipling,.



There’s nothing new in Western s

By PAUL MINVIELLE

There has been a spate
of Western independence
talk in the wake of the
federal election but West-
ern separatism is nothing
new.

In fact the B.C. legisla-
ture already voted once to
leave Confederation.

That was back in 1878
when MLAs voted to for-
mally petition Queen Vic-
toria for permission to
withdraw.

The deal under which
B.C. entered Confederation
was entirely different from
the other colonies.

The deal between the Col-
ony of B.C., Canada and
the Imperial government
was a separate treaty with
distinct terms — terms
which Canada never lived
up to.

Construction of a rail-
road to the coast should
have started within two
vears of the signing of the
1871 treaty and it should
have been finished in 10
vears.

It hadn’t been started by
1874, so Ottawa sent its
emissary G.A, Walkem (o
Victoria to get alterations
in the treatly arrange-
ments.

When he was given a
hard time by B.C. offj-
cials, he wired Ottawa ask-
ing the government 1o con-
firm any deal he made g5
binding on Ottawa.

Prime Minister Alex
Mackenzie replied by or.
dering Walkem back to Ot
tawa, leading the B.C.
legislature Lo wonder
whether Ottawa's Inten-
{ions were honorable.

Walkem complained to
the Imperjal government,
Lord Carnarvon, the colo-
nial secretary, anxious to
see the Dominion not
disrupted, offered to me-
diate. B.C. and Canada
promplly agreed.

Carnarvon extended the
period for completion of
the railway, stated posill-
vely that the federal gov-
ernment would pay for the
E & N Railway, and that a
wagon road should be built
from the Rockies to the
sea, paralleling the rail-
road right-of-way across
the province.

Because the two govern-

el s o

Ultimately, more than 2,-
000,000 acres of Vancouver
Isiand was wrongfully
given by Ottawa to Robert
Dunsmuir and associates
to build the E & N line as
private enterprise.

The construction of the
wagon road was ignored
entirely, and the province
had to spend between $50
million and $75 million, a
moral debt upon Ottawa.

B.C. waited another
three years.

In the summer of 1878,
B.C. legislators lost pa-
tience and passed a resolu-
tion asking Queen Victoria
to sanction the withdrawal
of the province from Con-
federation unless construc-
tion of the railroad started
before May, 1879.

The petition reached Ot-
tawa for transmittal to
London on Sept. 11, 1878 —
and then it disappeared!

Months went by without
acknowledgment from Ot-
{awa or Downing Street.

In the 1879 election, Sir
John A. Macdonald’s Lib-
p-als won but he went down
o personal defeat in King-
stpn.

{ffered a Victoria seat,
he was elected.. ’

With the Prime Minister

an MP from B.C., things
changed instantly. The pe-
gition was found in an Ot-
tawa office sometime in
March, 1879, but it was ig-
nored.

Bven before the new rail-
road was completed. it
played a large role in an-
other Western separatist
saga + Louis Riel’s bid for
an independent Metis na-
tion in Saskatchewan,

Canadian militia and
British regulars were
whisked west by rail, far
sooner than was possible
before the advent of mod-
ern transportation.

The ruthlessness with
which Ottawa obliterated
the Metis dream at Batoche
in 1885 could be a sober-
ing thought to would-be
Western separatists.

Of al] the proposals to
create a separate Western
nation, perhaps the most
imaginative and detailed
proposal came from “‘That
Man from Sintaluta.”

In A War on Poverty
published in Winnipeg in
1926, Edward Alexander
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Partridge: father of western separatism

tario that Partridge felt
was really more western
than eastern.

Say the first four syl-
lables the way they sound
in their original form, add a
rounded ‘0" and you’ll say
it the way Partridge want-
cdio hearit. -

Now Partridge might
have been congroversial
but he wasn’t crazy, at
least not in his younger
days.

He was a mover and
shaker well ahead of his
times. a true visionary.

It was Partridge who
coined the phrase “Co-op-
erative Commonwealth,”” a
phrase later used by the
fledgling socialist party
starting in Saskatchewan.
The Co-operative Com-
monwealth Federation
found its way into the Re-
gina Manifesto and the
CCF Party, forerunner of
the NDP, was born.

it’s unfortunate that
Partridge, who altered the
course of Western Cana-
dian history as few other
men have, gets scant or no
mention in Canadian his-
tory texthooks.

He was born near Barrie,
Ont. in 1862. What few

books mention him always
refer to his ‘‘liberal educa-
tion."’

He homesteaded at Sin-
taluta with his brother in
1883, and he was later to
promote the Prairie settle-
ment as_the capital of his
proposed Utopla.

As a grower, he helped
organize the Territorial
Grain Growers® Associa-
tion in 1901, and after
studying the Winnipeg
Grain Exchange, he found-
ed the Grain Growers
Grain Company two years
later.

widely known gs a social
missionary (3 common
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Prairie product) Partridge
promoted the rights of the
farmer and workingman.

Oneof Partridge’s ideas
was provincial ownership
of grain elevators, and at
his urging, the farm orga-
nizations pressed the pro-
vincial governments.

The premiers of Mani-
toba, Saskatchewan and
Alberta met, and offered
alternative proposals, not
in writing but verbally.

The farmers were furi-
ous.

“This is, no doubt, ac-
cording to the best tradi-
tions of diplomacy, state-
craft and flim-flam,” Par-
tridge thundered.

Partridge never spoke;
he thundered.

He had a low opinion of
politicians, and on receiv-
ing one government count-
er-proposal, he declared:
“The mountain has labored
and brought forth a mouse.
What loss would any man
who works for his daily
hread, either on the farm
or in the factory, suffer
should any one or all of
these gentlemen disappear
ifrom public life? I cannot

tonceive of any."’
Fartridge ultimately got

iis provincially-owned ele-
yators, but the idea never
worked too well.

Another Partridge vision
was a farmers’ party allied
with labor. The Progres-
sive Party Jasted from 1919
10 1926,

Parlridgers book A War
an Povergy was 10 be the
pible of Cpalsamao, a Co-
gperative commonwealth,
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The new nation was to be
a co-operative organization
of society that would usher
in.good will and the age of
co-operation and usher out
big business corporations
and competition.

Businesses and govern-
ment would disappear, but
the system wouldn’t be re-
placed by what Partridge
referred to as ‘‘the hard
materialistic doctrine of
State Socialism with its im-
plied subordination to task-
masters.”

Instead there would be a
loose federation — the
State of Coalsamao — for
‘‘the effective employment
of the hodies, brains and
belongings of the associ-
ates (citizens), for the se-
curing of their common
safety from the attacks of
external and internal foes,
human and non-human; for
the adequate and easy sup-
plying of their common
needs and the effective ad-
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vancement of their com-
mon interests as recog-
nized by the majority; and
also, for the extending of
timely help and protection
to such of them as in sud-
den vicissitude shall have
need of help and protec-
tion.”

Partridge envisioned
camps between 3,500 and
7,000 persons.

Each camp would enjoy
local self-government and
would send delegates to a
national rally or assembly,
composed of 1/25th of the
total number of camp rep-
resentatives.

Assemblies would be nei-
ther legislative nor admin-
istrative bodies; they would
simply get the opinions of
the camps before the High
Court of Control, a sort of
House of Representatuves.

Partridge detailed the
workings of his proposed
nation at length, a vision of
a society where everybody

eparatism

would be his brother’s
keeper.

Pariridge, whose foot
was amputated after a har-
vesting-aceident, moved to
Victoria and an apartment
in the L’el’and Apartments
at the corner of Bay and
Douglas.

(Yes, those apostrophes
belonginL’el’and.)

He survived on a pension
of $75 a month from the
United Grain Growers Ltd.

On Aug. 3, 1937, the body
of Edward Alexander Par-
tridge was found crouched
over a stove in his suite
with all the gas jets on.

Headlines in the Daily
Timesread:

“INVALID TOOK HIS
OWN LIFE, Coroner’s
Jury Finds Grain Growers’
Organizer Was Mentally
Deranged’.

The verdict was suicide,
an ignoble end for a man
who envisioned a nation
built on brotherhood.
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