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Dear Mr, Turnbull,

Yoho National Park

Field, British Columbia
30 May, 1970

I am currently working with a friend of
mine on a research thesis on E.A, Partridge. We have been
to Regina a couple of times to see Mrs, Booth, and she
suggested that we write to you as you had worked with her
father.

If you could let us know how long you knew Mr.
Partridge and to what extent and on what projects you
worked with him, we would know where to direct our
questions.

Mrs. Booth has been very helpful, and has given us
some valuable leads in our research, but we still have large
gaps to fill. One thing that we have been able to find
little about is his connection with and writings in The

and similar papers; any information you could give
us regarding this would be very much appreciated. Our
most valuable sources are letters and writings, and perhaps
if you had any of Mr, Partridge's correspondences or articles,
you would let us borrow them to copy them.

Yours truly,

>-•

Jim Hamilton



P.O.Box 25t
Blnscarth, Man.
June 4th/70.

Dear ftr Hamilton:
Replying to your letter of May 30th

and your request for information on the Hate E.A.Partridge.

In a letter I recfceved from Mrs Booth she said that
^he had given you my name and thought that perhaps you
would be getting In touch with me. In the meantime I went
ahead and tried to write up a summary of Mr Partridge's life
and work from the time that I first became acquainted with
him in 1922 until his death in the early •30s. Last Tuesday
I sent Mrs Booth two copies of this write-up.As my daughter
and son-in-law were going to deliver them personally as they
passed through Hegina I expect she has them.lhe mailing of
any material these days is to say the least erratic .

Under separate cover I am mailing you Mr Partridge* s
book A War On Poverty. This is not my original copy which
is autographed by the author with his expression of thanks
for the little I was able to do for him during the winter
of 1925.It is a copy I found when clearing up the library
of an old friend some years ago#He allowed me to keep it as
I very much wanted to have a second one as my original
was badly damaged when our basement was flooded one spring.
I keep it more or less a? a sentimental keepsake of the old
gentleman.

Further to your request for the loan of any papers
that I may have of Partridge's. I did have all the manusrint
of the book in his own handwriting also all his corrospondenoe
with me. Most unfortunately that was all burned when we lost
our farm home in a fire.

E.A.Partrldge t was not I believe so much a socialist
as a social reformer. I am s\xre you will discover that in
reading his book..^iy personal knowledge of him was that he
was a man who cared very much about his fellow man. It did not
seem to me that personal aggra.

aggrandizement meant as much to him
as being able to use what talents he possessed to help his
fellow men help themselves.



Ha loved discussion and good reading- Was always happy
In the company of young people and was a real Inspiration
to many a younger man who would care to take the time to
listen and learn from him.

His book A War On Povery drew attention In other countries
than eanada.The efficacy of the German espionage system
at work in Canada In 19^5 evinced by the fact that Mr
Partridge had a request for a copy of his book by one Adolph
Hitler from Germany. This was shortly after Mr Partridge
had remarked to me that if someone wanted to be a real
beneficiary to mankind they would put a bullet into both
Hitler and Mussolini, th-.t If they were left to go on their
way they would plunge the world Into another war. He had no
use for force.Granting that much came out of war in the matter
of art and material development as John Ruskln put forth
In his essay War,he believed wholeheartedly In the power of
men's minds, If they would but use them, to achieve peaoably
what they could never do by force of arms.

You will have read Deep Furrows. I have no knowledge of
what led up to the pert Mr Partridge took In some of those
episodes other than what Is vrrltten In that book. I have a
copy somewhere in my bookshelves here but have not looked at
it for ages.

In closing may I say this. The years that have elapged
since 1925 have done nothing to distract from my opinion
that Partridge of Slntaluta vtns on the right track. We have
achieved greatly in science, are exploring the moon, know that
the world could not be seen on the point of a pin whan
compared to the universe round us but all our educational
systems over the years have neglected, purposefully or other-
X'rt.se the exploration of the power of the mind of man
when used collectively for the advance of the common good,

JeHUs of Kasareth knew this-He pointed out the simple
way.But th-\t seems too simple for most of us two thousand
years later-We would rather get lost in phrases ofgobbldygook
(that conjunction and spelling is purposeful) than get out
and put others first and ourselves lagt.

If you have not read A War OH: Poverty I am sure you
will enjoy it.Perhaps in cut day and age of dissent with
things as they are it mlgh be more acceptably read. Please
return the book when you are through with It.

Yours very sincerely.



UNIVERSITY OF VICTORIA
P.O. BOX 1700, VICTORIA, BRITISH COLUMBIA, CANADA V8W 2Y2
TELEPHONE (604) 477-6911, TELEX 049-7222

Department of History

July 3, 1980

Mr. N. Turnbull,
Binsgarth,
Manitoba.

Dear Mr. Turnbull,

I have been in contact with Mrs. Edna Booth about her father

E.A. Partridge. I am presently editing a volume on his career.

Mrs. Booth recalled that you had helped Mr. Partridge with some of
his writings in the 1920's. Unfortunately, these have all disappeared or
been destroyed. Did you by any chance keep a copy?

I am also interested in a series of questions and wonder if you
might be able to help. When did he teach? What kind of teacher was he?
What was his original political affiliation? What happened between him and
W.R. Motherwell? Why did the Square Deal Grain Company fail? What was the
extent of his involvement in the Home Bank? How did he react to the wheat pools?
How did he see the more radical movement among farmers during the 1920's? What
was the nature of his work in Victoria?

If you have access to a tape recorder, I would appreciate it if you
could put any thoughts you might have on these topics (or any recollections) on
tape. I will gladly reimburse you for your expenses.

I hope I am not imposing too much on you.

Yours sincerely.

(C c-

Ian MacPherson,
Associate Professor.

P.S. In view of the fact your home apparently has been in eastern Manitoba,
I wonder if you have had long contacts with the Crerar family. If so,
I would appreciate any comments you might care to make about T.A. Crerar.

IM/jl
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UNIVERSITY OF VICTORIA
P.O. BOX 1700, VICTORIA, BRITISH COLUMBIA, CANADA V8W 2Y2
TELEPHONE (604) 477-6911, TELEX 049-7222

Department of History

July 16, 1980

Mr. N.L. Turnbull,
Binscarth, Manitoba.
ROJ OGO

Dear Mr. Turnbull,

Thank you for your letter. I have read Deep Furrows and I do

have a copy of The War on Poverty. I look forward very much to receiv

ing your comments on Partridge. He was a remarkable man I think much

misunderstood and now unfortunately forgotten.

Yours sincerely,

Ian MacPherson,
Associate Professor.

IM/jl



Larry Hicock

127 Kane Ave.

Winnipeg, Man. R3J 2K8

February 27, 1980

Dear Mr. Tumbull:

At long last I am returning the short piece you wrote

about Ed Partridge. (You loaned it to me last August when

I interviewed you for my radio program).

After completing the programs for CBC, life got a bit crazy

for me, what with trying to get more work, but now things are

getting sorted out. I have some new radio work coming up (a series

of interviews), and I look forward to doing another interview

with you — this time about you, not Partridge. When I get the

go-ahead I will call you right away to see if you're available

(and willingl).

We only used about five or six minutes from my interview with

you on the Partridge program, but I can honestly say that your

contribution was truly a highlight. Your insight into both the

man and what he stood for added a great deal of understanding.

I'm very very grateful for the time you spent with me, but now, as

then, I really would like to sit down and talk about your own life

and your own thoughts. There were Just so many things we touched on

that I'd like to follow up with you.

It may take another few weeks before the CBC bureacracy gets back

to me, but you can be sure I'll contact you in the near future.

Once again, thanks for the article, for your time in the interview,

and to both you and your wife, thankyou for your kind hospitality.

Yours truly,

P.S. I'm also trying to get CBC to replay the programs on AM, so

they'll reach people in the country; if and when it happens, I'll

let you know the broadcast dates, in case you'd like to hear them...
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! E» A. PA.RTRIDGE. yf_

' •* Thqt Man Partridge" ' ^Partridge of Slntaluta. "

Dreamer » vlslonaryi prophet; all these terms could be ^
apolled to "That Man Partridge,"Not only was he all three but had
the ablllt/ to Inspire others by his outlook.He had to be a drea^^-.
else the vision he saw could not have been of the substance^
attract and Inspire others.Prophets seldom have honor In thelr^,
own country.Passing years have proven just how great a prophet
•FVi was.Hls concern for the welfare of his fellow man was motivated
by actual experiences met in his efforts at organlgatlon among
western farmers so that through those organization-^ they could help
themselves,First President of the newly formed Grain Growers
Company he ran head-on Into the Eastern vested Interests who knew
as little, and cared less about Western Banada^as they do th+'s
day. Out of these experiences came the knowledge that^^^ie^eople
of the west must learn to help themselves even at the of
allenAting themselves from their predatory neighbors to the East.
Following a tragic accident on his farm which left Partridge a
partial crlople for the rest of his llfe/he devoted much of his time
to organizational work wittrsh pe-r-talnM/to his community and
agricultural welfare.A diversified reader with a most retentive
mind he did not hesitate to study other writers and their materlal.ci^
to adopt the Ideas gleaned from them to reinforce his ow%^oncept
of the good life. For this he was sometimes crltlclz'^d
only a "qupter"/unreallstic^^asad a dr '-amer, which he wast
f-iea?^h. Out standing about this man was the fact that set him apart
from other dreamers and visionaries of our developing West was the
fact that whenever and wheretver possible Partridge tried to ^
something about It. Not content with continual talk about what
SiU£hJt to be done,ab^iife=4^, with his pen,on the phone, or by personal
contact he would endeavor to get others to put their shoulders
to the wheel that morejippwledge might be obtained and by oo-operatlve
effort the community might benefit. Thus when the Home Bank went ±
Into Inso^ency and the shareholders were faced with putting up
double liability. Partridge,an original organlater of the Home B^nkj,
got busy with his pen and out of his effort The
Shareholders Protective Association of Saskatchewan waS formed.
Each member of the ac^sociatlon contributed one dollar . Sufflcent
funds came^^ this way to enable the association to obtain legal
help)-for'"those shareholders faced with lability. The end result was
th^t very few If any Saskatchewan shareholders were forced to
pay double liability.A different story from those shareholders
In Manitoba who, in some cases lo-^t almost all their savings,
equipment and in Incjtances,farms through Judgements against them
they could not meet. As Partridge had been Instrumental In the
organization of the Home Bank he felt a oersonal responsibility
to do what he could to right some of the Injustices facing share
holders when the Bank folded up. His indignation at certain large
shareholders apparently^"quietly disposed of
^^heir ^areiCsome weeks^before the cl^e of the bank^knew no bounds.

^ AVBioTIalT he hlmsOT^^w^s a large loser In the enterprise this was
no/ deterrant in his effort to organize the Association to
ptgliitcJud^bBBnibembi^afenst other members.

A one time school teacher, Inqulsitl^4/^fi;pker of knowledge,
Thart-'iiatt Partridge brought with him to the West a sense of
resonslblllty to community that was rare then and all too rare
today.He felt that if people would organize themselves to gain



one well considered objective at a time there could be nothing
stop them.rflth five of a growing family , two sons and three
daughters^ f amily solidarity meant a ve^great deal to Mr .,nd hra
Partridge. The loss of their two sons in World War I and the earlyy
death of their eldest daughter was Indeed a blow to the family.
To a thoughtful, inquisitive man this meant a lot of heart
searching.Other families had been bereaved by war, other families
like the Partridges asked themselves ^he ^estion 'Why?'

As the years after the World War^brought the depression of
the twenties and its aftermath farmers saw prices for their
produce decline with such speed that many were totally unprepared
to face their losses.Not until 1928 did farming stage too much of
1 come back in the national economy.In the interval giant corp
orations consolidated holdlrigs more powerful
in dictating the policyrbf governmentsf^O^ democratic process
stipulates that no party in powe-" can use funds for election
expenses from the treasury.Campaign funds for election expenses were
growing ever more necessary as the years went by.Either party
tacitly obtained these from interested supoorters.Cornoratlons and
consolidated groups within the country often contributed largely
and still do to that party deemed mot compilable to the diversion
of certain restrictive legislation in favor of an"! in the Interests
of that great majority , the middle class voter, taxpayer, what
have you.Control of competion , which is the life blood of trade
in any country and the guarantee of durable goods was being
gradually brought about by mergers and alliances with interlock
ing directorships.Public finance was more and mort? flowing into
fewer hands.Governments desireous of selling bonds found their

, = financial ministers quietlvq^ised to bring their influence to be
to soft peadle certaln^le^islation or they might be facing

difficulty in selling the bond issue.A subtle form of blackmail
that hamstrung the horse before it could even walk.

" Men home from the battlefiels of France read read in their
papers of a peerage being granted to a citl:2en for his war effort.
As this effort consisted largely in "post-curlng''bacon-,heavy
injection of salt water to increase the welghtr-supplled by his
company to'^^our troops In France, is there any wonder that growers
of hogs from which the bacon was derived, many of whose sons
we burbled in the soilf; o^ Franc^, is it any wonder/ that those
families became embittered and wondered that "the war to end all w
wars" was not Just the beginning of along series of wars of even
more fury and destruction.

It was in this atmosphere of the early twenties thst
Partridge of Slntaluta tried to draw attention of his fellow men
In the west to the predicament that fac-M th^m, it's orlgln^and the
cure that he proposed. His health none too good md with hi'? body
often wracked by pain, offset by a mind still as ke^n as a snake
whip he undertook to v»rlt° his book , .\ War On Poverty, the book
was in fact a call to Conference to those int'^rested ln,thelr
own well being and that of th^lr fellow man.Men who Saa put
the welfare of their country foremost.In other words true patriots.
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The writing of this hook required untold re«?earch both of oast
and contemporary hiatory.Works of phllosoohsrs, political
economists historians poets ell contributed.Publlshed balance
sheets of prominent companies wer® used to show h'^vr statlr?tics
were used to deliberately mislead the public as to the true nature
of total profits acarulng to many 'Canadian Corpora^J^,^ns, In
many Instances mergers were shown to be not. In th^JTnterests of
the great mas'^ the public out of whose pockets these excess
profits were taken and who could reasonably expect better service
for their contributions than they were getting. The general public
apathy as to what was taking place in th'^ early twenties wag
Partridges chief reason for compiling his book A. War on Poverty,
That and the man's inate desire to be of some practical use to
his fellow man despite the Incapacity he suffered.Seeing the
Inadaquacy of the Canadian political system he felt that the
average Canadian citizen deserved a better system of Government
In short a gov^^rnment that would serve the electorate and not those
Interested solely on their own promotion and protection,The
public was just not Interested. A System of Provincial education
that taught no man to read or If h" was able to read to
understand what was written was having the desired effect upon a
youn.g and growing generation.Red herrings by th" score were being
dragged outj^on every nubile lsse,Any suggestion that we might
ourselves,have a political economy that would give a larger «fhare
of our vast natural wealth to '»very cltlz'=^n was either

J the news m'=dla of the day or "Ise branded as a soclallsm^^ thar
would ruin everyone. The great depression of 1929 came,Partridge
of Sintaluta saw much of his prophecy come true.Men.thit had
fought for their country in the war of 191^ along with their sons
were riding th^ rods of freight trains, travelling east and west
across Canada.Men who in their own right should have had employment
found themselves begging from door to door in a country with
natural resources the Im iglnatlon, Through the llttle/^^*^^'^'*^

'• tO'Kn of Slntaluta on any spring or summer day Partridge could see
passing freights# crowded with men sitting on tcp of the cars
going both ways on the main line of the C.P.R. crossing Canada.
He found his own friends so busy trying to keep oCf relief
or trying to get It that they had no time to think of any thing
else let alone political economy. Victims of the greed of nations ,
it was enough If each day provided food enough and shelter for
the night,On their travels through the vast wheat fields of
Saskatchewam they could see food they could neither help harvest

:^vor eat. The miracle is thqt there was no bloodshed,That was to
come later again on the far battle fl'=»lds of f^urope.

It was In this era of a dying ag'=' that E. A.Partridge
moved to Vancouver .In poor health, crlpnled with arthritis^
accompanied by hl«s youngest daughter he lived for several
years In that city,At the tlm^ of his death the world was
rushing toward the chaos of World War ll.'^ud-^enly every man had
employment , Every man had a uniform,Arms and munitions poured
out of factories.^teel was transported by millions of tons
and dropped upop_^"ople who did not want it, by;^ the sons of one
Father upon fcije '̂'̂ ^ns of one Father.Cities were blasted Into
rubble,grain which at one time no one wanted became scarce.
Farmers again found work and because their sons who the nation at
one time did not want were now away fighting for that nation
they bought tractors to replace thelift^ horses and their sons^
and produced grain ^.s they had never done before.

Although he had a vision of what was to come Partridge
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WT.g part of none of lt« He had tried to tell hl*^ fel"'ow man In his
own words and those bor-owed from centuries old prophets and
philosophers what would take plaoe.A J^nve In a Vancouver
cemetary contains his mortal remains.But his spirit watched the
conflict of those war years their ambiguity and their destructlvene^s
Fiis knoxtfledgi- now Is clear for fitt^sojourn her^ on earth,Much of
what he coull see has come to rass.Ours Is the loss here and
beyond, if we fall to dogi^r best for our fellow men^^The following
:iuotatlon is from the ^closing chapter of A War On Pverty a
fitting epitiiph for the author himself:

"'.Vhen earth* 3 last picture is painted,
and the tubes are twisted and dried.

When the oldest colors have faded,
rnd the youngest critic has died.

We I'hall rest, and faith we shall need it-
lle down for an aeon or two,

Till the Master of All Good Workmen
!:hall out us to work anew.

And those that wer^ good shall b* happy:
they shall sit In a golden chair;

They shall splash at a ten league canvass
with brushes of comets' hair;

They shall find real .saints to draw from -
ilagdalene, Peter and Paul;

They shall work for an at a sitting
and never be tired at all.

And only the Master shall praise us ,
I'nd only the Master shall blame;

And no one shall work for money,
und no one shall work-for fame;

But each for the joy of the working;
rnd each In his separate star.

Shall draw the thing nS he sees it,
for the God of Things as They Are.

Rudyard Kipling,.




