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jibouu a year before hie r-eaih,:;:.y father,i^attlievr S•.Searth. yave

ine a bricef story of the estorlsh'v.ent of the narae of ''Binscarth" in

i'anitoba.

in 18B2 tv;o reprcsontatives of the ;..cottish Ontario Land Co.-

hessrs.swllie Bain and b'.jj,Scartb,v;ere coradseioned to investigate tlie

possibility of securing a tract ox l^mi suitable for farrii settlement in

rlie vicinity of rort Bllice, They proceeded to yox''t Ellice steara-'boat,

and during the ensuing trip over the country around ueulah and uirtle,

had t.he good foiti.me to meet I'.-ajor CcA.Boulton .rajor Boulton spol-:e in

mosi? glovuLi.ig terms of the 'L3h:ell River Country'' to the north and uest.

It shoiala be understood that the terra ^•'Ohell River'^ covered a mucji

yreatex' area tha.n the corjr...unity of that 27;r.rae today,The "b'.strict vas duly

xnvsoPigatsrAjand neyotiaticns made for the purchase of three toArnships

the ••-nottisn Ontario J.and Co, Th.is v;ould include a poi^tioDXi of the

present ^-.xnscarth-Kussell coimiiunities, rhe arTeeraei t v.dth the Borrdnion

toverrn.ient v/as ryiinly concerned vdth the location of settlears on all

even-n'.pnbcred sections in any tounships so set aside.The plaxx to establish.

sozue type of colonisation project noAr took shape in the organisation of

the ''Colony farm", in rvhat is novj knovrn as the T'oodstock district ,A-.'ith .'r,

G.L.omellie as i..ajaayer. It uas necessary to set up a .ost Office at the

ram,and the Xirst x'..ea to use the name ''Colony" vras not a.ccepts.blp' a.t

utt£!a7a,as there appeared to be a nuisber of points uith similar namis.
ij.P.ocartn Tad oeen active in the settlonient plans and in getting the

Go3-ony darr. startedjand the Government adopted kr.tCmellie^ s suggestion
{0ee footnote, •• xoietrradrE

trav tne ne\r rest Office be named "Binscarth* farra"' after the farlly

horns of tne hearths in the Oifaxey Islands.

'ine isanitoba Hz N orthwestern Railuay reo.chsd the site of

one present toun in ti.'.e sum::.er of 1006,father ai*rived sa.rly in the spring



S.

or tha'o year.it V;ac decided to n ane the nev; toim site and lOst Ou.Xce

'dUnacartl-dS'--"'^-le Colony harm P'.O. retained the name 'fBinscarth harm

until its dxsx>oaal ir. the lci90s.

The loreyoin^ may aaeist to deer up some oi' tne condusxon

s.itii regard to the no.ming ol the district v\i ere a.ll oui' lamily gre/.' v.pf

aiid the community vrhich carries the happiest of memories for all ox us.
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The i"insca"i"tV Colony harm v:as under the mana'^'er.ient of --r.

G,h,3]r.e3.1ieja. "brother of the late larker SmeDJ-ie of hussell..Sons and

r-randsons of rarker Srnellie are,of course,still at du33ell,incl I ha.ve

often v/ondered v.iiether they have not a lot of vali-iable •vlstoivlcal

;"tatorio.l on the Golony Bar];". 1 6::pect you r.-ay have seen :\ii old pnoto of

Colony Stock Bam,hanging in the 0 ffioe ox the "Binscarth Bxpress cz

It vas there i-jhen X called on hr.Cocklrarn im 3_95o. i ao hope this vrxll be

preserved,as it is possibly the onJ.y photo of the "Barn"' in existence.

Father spoke of the Colony Barn as being a vaerd and vzondcrfd

structuire.One of its main advantages appeared to be its pro::imity to the

steep creek bank at the back,This made cleaning the big barn compafca-tively

simple,as the r;:anure,etc, could just be pushed over the bank and out of

ua>j-o. labor saving device v.-hich appealed to a.ll,This loca.tion,hov;ever,proved

to have serious disadvantages to the foundations!J) of the building,3.



xinrtei-stand thjit it settlf^d bact to auch an extent that it final3.y

col-'-tAJ*'S tcl illbO OiiG Cj.*OGi'. »

Uthers of the Binacarth ristrict associated xith the Colony Far:,

in various capacioies v/ere-

dimvy Thoiupson
i'hos/i'hoiiipson
I-iuyh Skeoch
A*\'J .Jol3-ye
Jaclc Katheson
jack Anderson
joe Sr-it-hson
!<• rank l ie i'herson
iorn Alpiack
Jack Arourtht

i-..ost ox these vrere ernplbyed as vintor help,caxr.ny xor

livestock, etc/the Colony Farm provided them vith some enper-ience,

soi.io much needed revenue,and a blessed change fro'ri their oisn coohxng.

Xt is more than 3^ike].y that the xamillies ox soiae ox oiiehi

vd-ll have so^ne earl|ry records and possibly photos oX ear3.y ouj.lclin.AS

at tiie Colony Farm or in Binscarth

3 •

Father helped to e:>:hibit some of the colony Farm rurehred

oliorbhorn Cattle at the sinnipev hxhibition-thls JTust have been in tne

late c50*s. Others in the group v/ere ^ioe SmithsonjTom j\.lmack,ana X

believe-Jiramy Thompson .They had some nGA- experieneees -travelling and

shovring stock in those days uas some^-vhat of an adventure,! unougnt

that this might have been the first stock shovn from the i^inscarth

district,but l discovered recent^ry that there 'v^as an iigricultural

Fair held at Birtle in lfh:l,and there could have been exhibits frora the

ninscajroh ttijnnex area there.



In thinln.nf:' of the liiotory of B:iriscanth , Bo.nitoba , it is
not- surpnisin.;'; if ne •wonde:n -hO''".' the •tov/n cai'fie to be called, "by
this narao- ♦ As one- v.-ho cannies -pant of the ns.-rae -, and fnoin ••.•hose
fanily it oniyinated -, and havinr, ho.d the pnl-hlleye , in 1^59,
of visiting the eniyi-nal I'inscanth , fin Orkney , X take the
op'Dontunit'^' of passing o"n v;hat 3 kno'.v of t.'ie story •

The Orkney Islands lie to the north of Scotland latitude
about the saviie a-S forty riiiles north of Churchill,5 l-Ianitoba ^ out
the Gulf StroaK influences the clinate so that it is raoderate
in. temperature, but subject to high '//inds in v/intor - It is a
bit like the Canadian prairie , with hills and vallsys_ and no'p
trees, excepu vhere the-y are planted in a valley where they
esca'Do the force of t'e salt laden v.d.nds •

There is one largo isla-nd called the I'a-J.nlan.d , surrounded
by sever.al smaller islands • In one of t'^e va^.leys on the i-^ainlan d
between two high hills , lies the farm of " Binscarth^ ,

fet us look back in history to find out v-ho lived on these
islan'Is . There are records of Gt^r'ne Age people , of Bronse Age
people , then the Vikings , and it is during the Viking A.g.e
that v;e fiirst hear the name Binscarth , about the yofxr 1500 •
" Bin" -IS the horse word for "farm" and "Bcarth"is Norse for
"valley" or "Cleft in tl'e Hill Bo, Put together , we have
"The Barn in thoGleft of the Hill'', end gradually the people who
lived on that farm came to be called, after the particular locatron
of the 3.and . This is still customary in many instances in
•Scotland , even today .

Binscarth , Orkney , is today , a farm of about 1500 acres
and a Scsr'th still lives on t'"e farm . Ho is Robert , son of my
fathers broti'ior and has been bonoi'ed by Doen g appointed the
Queen's representative , lord Ijieutonant ol the Is3.a.nds >

I refer e'cu to my brothers account of ho-.,7 the name Binscarth
came to lianitoba.

Thr father , Hattliev.^ Gcartb , come to Hhanitoba , in 1S3G,
havin--"'spent iris f:irst year in Canada in Ottav.'a . He worked on
the Binscarth Form; for Hr Storey , south of Russell; and was
for -e time , a member of a survey rjart'y v.'orking in the District
of hhitev/ood , Saskatche-van , under the direction of Kr Bedford,
the man vdio was later instruraental in establishing the F-'perimenta.l
Fai^m at Bro.ndon .

In 1888 my father homesteaded the S.'V.-i of sec. CtlOrkV.
I know that a good bit o.f tliis land was broken •.••itb o:<en , and
the lumber for'hj s house , which still stands^ , was hauled frciu
Binscarth .'.nth oxen . 3ome years later the S.-F.-y of sec- 6 was
purchased from Hr lnms.n and another purchase was made after a
few' more '"oo.rs , adding th-e south half o.t/ see- 1 to the f-orm •

In I'̂ .TJ? he married vVilbelmina Ste'-'art , daughter of 3ea
Cantain V/illiam Stewart , with the C.P.H. Steamship line . They
had mo.de their home in I.ivernool . Vy par^ents lived on the form
spending, a few winters in Binscarth town just ririor to my mothers
death in 19^7 . Pather carried on" a few more years , then in
1935 he had a sale and rented th.e fs.rm to iTr Jack Hay.


