
w Binsca:ethjHajiltoba#

My late father, I.B, G-riffiths, (Bertjto^nanfy 4:^ his friends), was horn in

V/alsall, Staffordshire, England, in 1882, .an^)^ter completiiSLg his educa

tion, the last two years of v/hich w '̂ spent at South V/ales College,{"decided
to come to Canada, to learn farming, this being done in September, I903..

Upon arriving, he went to the farm of I-Ir. Arthur Burgess, in the Seebum

District, to do this. As can be ezpected, the ezperiwnces during this first,

year, v/ere many and varied—one of v;hich was helping to *dig out* after a

tiaree-day blizaard in Ilarch 1904, during the v;hole time of v;hich neither

I-Ir. Bvi^ees, nor my Dad dared to leave the house to feed or water any of

the stoch, which v^as, ofecourse, in the barns—this said storm took place

tov/ard the end of Marchl

In the Spring of 1904, my Bad*s brother Percy, came to Canada, where he,

^ too, *hired out* to learn to farm—on the fgjnm of Mr. Sandy McDonald, also
of the Seeburn district.

In the Fall of 1904, they decided to buj: a half section of land, (prairie)

from the Rev. Mr. Beattle, a Presbj't.orian minister.

During the follov/ing year they broke some of this land, and then in I905,

sold it to the Orr brothers, vdio had come from Eastern Canada; accompanied k

by their Mother and two sisters.

This half section of land is situated close to Chillon Siding,

ihe next land purchased v/as a half section, from I-Ir. V0.thman, soon, hoiv^ever,
the east part of this was sold to Mr, A, Hall, and my Dad then had the S.E.

quarter,5«19« 27., which, together with the adjoining quarter to the north,
which was purchased from a Mr, Kebrberg , which, together with the adjoining
quarter to the nmrth south, he owned until 1965., when it wa..spurchased by
tir. S. Souch,.

Judt in passing, I will say, that about that time my Uncle Porny bought

the west quarter of 5.19.37, and farmed, and it was his son. Jack, who was
the DlrectoB of V/ater Control o; Conservation for Manitoba, being in the

employment of the Manitoba Government, dntil his death, in I967, at the early



as© of fifty-five, follov/ing almost two years of ill-healj^h,
* >

Now, to returh to the ealy days. on Jime 13tli., I906, Hother, who was thai

Nlss Florence Goles, bom in Portsmotlih, England, arrived in Winnipeg, and

my "parents vrere married at Olirist Church, V/innipeg, leaving immodiauely

aftervrards for Binscarth, and the farm—the hoJj&3.se being the typical *log-

cabin* quite a change from AIIY type of house in England!

However, here it v;as, that I was borh, I-Iiss Holloway, a registered nurse

who lived on the farm , V7hich until recently was occupied by I^Ir. £: 1-Irs Gliris.

Jervis, was Mother *s nurse at that time#

Dad was alvfays interested in public affairs, so it v/as, that while he was

really earning ovir living by v;orking his fam, he at the same time, v;as in

strumental in organizing a farmers* association, becoming its president

shortly afterwards,and later a provincial director.

From that, he entered the political field, and in 1922 was elected to

the Provincial House, re-elected in 1927* 1932, and in 1935 appointed to

the Cabinet, re-elected by acclamation, and became Ilinistor of Health &

Public V/elfare, v/hich position he held until 19^i-0j at vrhich time a Coalition

Government v/as formed, still mnder Hon, John Brachen, who had been PremfijBr

since 1922.

In 194©, there were Cabinet changes, so my Dad tendered his resignation, anfl

was appointed Commissioner of the Manitoba Fann Lgans Association, v/hich

at that time v/as being liquidated. This position he held until 1950.

As v/ell as his interest in politics had public affairs generally, he v/as an

active member of the Masonic Order, being Deputy Grand Master of No. 5 Dis

trict in 1^25; he "v/a.s also a member of the Ganaolan Order of Foresters for

over fifty years.

Nov/, a little about the family, v/e belonged to the Anglican Church, Dad

being a V/arden for many yesEs, Mother and I belonged to the V/.A. <5: G. A.,

respectively, Mother being President twice, each time being forged to re

tire on account of ill-health.

I attended Normal School, taught for a couple of years, and since that time
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ije are mem'bex'B of -the An^lioaia' Chui'>ch; Dad "bsfiis a V/arden and meiaber of the

Vestry on many different occasions, during our years at St. !-iatthew*s Shurhh.

I-Iother and I belonged to the V/.A. & G.A. respectively, I-iother being President

t.v/ice, each time being forced to resign on account of ill-health.

I attended Hormal School in V/innipeg, taught school for a couple of years

but since that time, seem to have been fully occupied at home.

From 19^5^5 when v/e left the farm, vuitil 1941, i-Iotlier and I spent iihe summers

in Binscarth and the winter months in Winnipeg, vfnere Dad was, most of the

time, v;hile in the Cabinet,

In the Spring of I941 vre said *good-bye ' to Binscarth, as our HOLiE, and

are now in uliinlpeg, but sonehov/, to us, Binscarth is alv/ays 'home', in a

sen«e, as v/hlle there are many changes in a district over the years, there

is Gometning about one's early memories, especially my ov;njV. which never

grow less dear v;ith the passing of time, and it is of those things about

which we often speal:, and wish that there v/ere some magic vray in which the

seemingly relentless passing of time coifld be made to stop. Just for a

moment or tv/o, and let us relive some of those early events, which v/ent to

mahe such a story as this, possible at all^
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IIow, bach to the eG,rly days—or. Jur.c 13th, I906, i:other,theii hies Florence

OoloG, bccane ij?s IrixFiths, she bein;; a school 1?eo.chGr in j2nGland,but cane

to Canada to get married, which v/edding, tooh place in Christ GhurBiy which

at that time vras quite near to the C.P.R, Station.

Ihey -went bach to tlio farm a fev; days aftervrards, the house 'thereon beins

a tj^-pical *loG-cabln', a I'eal contrast to AXIX type of house in Snslandil

Hbv/ei^sr, that v/as v^here I was born, hiss Hollov7ay, a reGistered nurse v/ho.

lived with her brother on the ferm v^herolilr I-irs C.Jervis live, was the

nurse for I-lother, when I came on the scene.

For a. few years life v:as fully occupied v/ith the mahing of a living on the

farm, but Dad, i^s^was alv/ays interested in anything in Public Affaix^s,

especially thinGS v/hich he felt would tend, to improve the conditions .fox'

those ensaged in farming. So it v/as, that he joined the local Fax^mers*organ

ization, and before too long, became President , and then a Provincial Dii''ec-

tox"*.

From that, he entered the political field, and in 1922 v/as elected to the

Brovlncial House, as Russell Constituency's Representative, and re-elected

in 1927> 1932, and in 1935 v/as appointed to the Cabinet, as ICinister:of

Health & Public l/elfare, v/hich ]?osfetion he held until 19^1, at v/hich timd

a Coalition G-ovexniment v=/as formed undex'' Hon. Jolxn Branhen.

At that time there v/ex-'e Cabinet changes, and Bad tendered his resignation,

and he v;as then apxDointed Commissioner of the I-Iaxxitoba Farm Loans xlssoc.

v/hich at that time was being liquidated. Phis position he held until his

retirement from public Imfe, in 1950.

As well as his Intex-'est in_..politics, and public, affairs generally, he

v/as an active member of the Hasonic Order, being Deputy G-rand Master of

Distx'^ict Mo. 5> lu 1925.—he has also belonged to the Canadian order of For

resters for over fifty years.

Mow, a little about us, as a family!
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Ky -rather, I.B.G-i-ifriths, (3ert,to liis Blnsoarth friends) "v/as born in
walsall, Staffordshi-'e, 3nr.;aiid, after oonpietlnG his education, the last

two years of which w«,respent at South Wales. Collese, decided, to come to Oan-
ada to learn farnins—instead of beconins a teacher, v/hloh was his orlGinal
idea. This he did In September, 1903, arrlvliiG first in V/iimipes, and then

on to the farm of lir. ih.-'thur Burgess, in the See-ourn district.

There he worhed for about a year, as the 'hired man', in order to learn

the v/ays of western Canada's farmins,—during that first season the exper
iences v/ere naaiy, and varied, one of them being helping to 'dig out', after

a 'three-day blizzard' in I-Iarch 1904, during which time neither !-Ir. Burgess

nor my Dad dared to leave the house to feed or water the stock, which, of-
oourse, vfas all in the barns.

" In the spiing of 1904, Dad's brother Feroy came to Canada, where he too
'hired out', v/ith nr. Sandy hcDonald, to learn ferming. In the fall of 1904
they decided to buy a half coction of prairie fi'om tne Hev. nr. Beattie, a
Presbyterian minister. During the follov/ing summer, they -oztice some oi uhis
land, but in the fall sold it to the Orr brothers, (Reg. d Fred.) who had
come from Ontario. This land is close to Chillon Siding, and(^^¥^er~ye^^
was occupied by/'William Fraser^ for several years, before he went to Waskada.
The next land my dS &Uncle bought was hadf a section from Llr. E. '//althman,

soon, hov.wer, the east part of this v/as sold to nr. Abe. Hall, and my Dad

then had the S.S. quarters.19.2?, which, together with the adjoining quarter

to the norhh, he still owns at time oi writing.

About this same time, ny Uncle bought the v;est quarter 5.19.27? wnere he

too, like my Dad farmed, for a-.niimber.', of; years; leaving it in 1920, and mov

ing into Blnscarth v/here he worked in the U.&.G-. Elevator, soon becoming uxie

operator, but that v/as cut short, as on August l4th. 1925, vniile playin;^,

tennis, he suiffered a fatal heart attack, at the age of forx-y-one.

It is his son Jack, v/ho- is nov; the Dii^ector of .later Qontroi d Conservation

for kanitoba, being an empiityee of the nanitoba G-overi/iBnt, for many jears.



In the Spring of 1904, Percy, younger brother of Bert Griffiths, left
England -and came to the Seeburn district to learn something of the business
of farming—this he did, with one of the neighboring farmers—Mr. Sandy
McDonald.

In the Pall of 1904, Bert R-. Percy bought their first farm, a half sec

tion of praire, near v/here the Chillon elevator used to stand—the owner

of this was a Presbyterian minister, alv/ays known as 'Preacher Beattie*.

During the summer of I905 they broke some of the land, but in the Pall
of that year sold it to the Orr brothers, and bought the v/est half of
5.19.27, the brothers worked together a great deal for many years, but in
1911 Percy married Edith Coles, sister of Mrs Bert G., and moved to his own
home, which he had built on the SiWi quarter of 5.19.27.

In 1912, a son, John Adrian , v/as born to the couple, and, from this
point,he, (Jack as he was alv/ays called)will be the main figure in this
part of the history.

In 1920 the family moved from the farm into a house , newly built, in
Binscarth, at which time Jack started school and his father became the

operator of the U.G.G. elevator.

At the time of the move, the farm was sold, but reverted back to Percy G.
after a short time, and from then, until 1969 was rented, but that quarter
together with the n.w.1/4 5-19.27 is now ov/ned by P.O. furnbull.

Uiifertunately, in I925, at the age of 41, Jack's father suffered a

fatal heart attack, while playing tennis(in a tournament.) so he didnot live
to see any of the achievements of Jack's busy life, but his mother did, as
she lived until 1954.



Back to Jack,follov;ing the year at Wesley College, Jack went to U.of Man

itoba, from where he graduated with his Bsc, in Civil Engineering—it

was due to illnees, that he missed the final exam, thus disqualifying him

from receiving the Gold Medal for that class, in 1955-

He became employed with the provincial Department of Public V/orks that

same summer, the first few years he was with the Good Roads Department,

but after a-'few years, was working with problems relating to drainage

of laa^jti^® flooding.

In 1951 he was appointed Drainage Engineer for the department, and that

was followed, over the next years, until illness forced him to curtail

his activities to some degree, but, even during those 3^ears, he was respon

sible for much that was being done, in regard to the building of the

Red River Ploodway, which came about after the flood in 1950 was so disas-

terous to Winnipeg, surrounding country.

Jack's was the master-mind behind much of v/hich was done in this great

undertaking, assisted, of-course, by other clever men, from Man,& U.S.

Before the Ploodway was completed a second large project was begun,

in connection v/ith the flooding of land in the western part of the prov

ince, caused by the Assiniboine river, usually in the Bpring of the year.

Jack's was again the master-mind of this undertaking, —the Shellmouth

Reservoir, which resulted in a man-made lake, together with a beautiful

summer resort, being developed, with which many of you who read this book

are fully familiar.
The Red River Eloodway was first used in 1968, and the Shellmouth

Reservoir a few years later.

Unfortunately Jack didnot live to see either of these undertakings reach

completion, as following a massive stroke in 1967? he passed away, and was

survived by his widow, the former Thelma Balmer, a daughter Anne, and son

John.



Tribute was paid to Jack, at the time of his death, by his colleagues

in the department, here is the last sentence, of it.

"With each position he held, he brought a sincerity and personal
integrity wdded to the dignity and effectiveness of the position,
his capabilities as an engineer and administrator were respected by the
public, his colleagues and his associates."

Submitted by



ipave been at home* • . .

From 1935 until 1941, we spent our summers in Binscarth, and the winters

in V/innipeg, 'where Dad "was, most of the time while in the Gabinfet—in 1941

v/e said *good-bye' to Binsosa'th as our 'home', but somehov/, it alv/ays felt

lihe hone to usT--and still does to me.

In 1964, my Ilothor v;as called to Higher service, and in July of 1970 my

Dad too, was called Home#

However, my life is filled V7ith hai^py memories,and am blest with many

good friend.s, both at Winnipeg, and Binscarth, and vrhile the ones at Bin

scarth are growing less in number, those vrho remain, are TRULY LOYAL and

constant/
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