PROLOGUE :
0

HOW THE VILLAGE OF BINSCARTH RECEIVED
THE NAME. ;

Binscarth is the name of an estate in the Orkney Islands
comprising some 1400 acres. The name was siven to the estate
in the early 1800's by my grandfather the late Robert Searth.
i< old home,built in 1855 ,on the estate,is presently known
as Binscarth Bbouse and 13 so designated on the Orkney county
maps. The estate 1tself was granted to the %carth or Scalithh
family by Kine Rasikoon of Norway in 1379.It has been in the
hands of the descendants of this Tamily ever since. It 1s now
owned by Col. R.A.A.A.S. Macrae,H.M.Lord Liesutenant of Orkney.

Ir the olden vernacular the preff *binf or ‘'binnile’
meant Houme or home thus Bin-Searth meant *Home of Scarth',

The names in the condensed version of the oricin of Binsecarth,
(1e) Mr.W.B.3carth, Wr.A.Bain and Mr G.L.Smellie are those of
men all related to the Scarths of Binscarth in Orkney.In all
pprobability G.L.Smellie was wellacquainted with the home in the
01d land and the countryside round Binscarth in Manitoba would
remind him of Orkney.The two are very =imilar. This would
in all 1iklihood explain how the name came to his mind when
conferrinz with the Postmaster General.

Mr G.L.Smellie was a brother of the late Parker Smellle
of RBussel and was a partner in Smellie Bros, 2tores and
Creameries of earlier days in Binscarth and Russell.ly mother
the late Mrs James Turnbull and her brother the late Mathew
3earth and the Smellies were cousins nnd the attached account
of How The Villaze of Binscarth received the Nname 1= & :
condensed vereion taken from a very detalled letter written é;§24f¢£;m@
to my mother prior to 1937



(Gndictaln by 1ot Htmbastl -

®* BINSCARTH " Origin of Name,

The following is an excerpt from a letter
to The Binscarth Express written in June 1964 by Robert
Scarth of Isabella, Man. and now of Victoria B.C. His
father, Mathew Scarth, to whom he msakes reference, was
the brother of Cecilia (Scarth) Turnbull- Mrs James
N.R.Turnbull, my grandmother, to whom the letter "Origin
of the name’Binscarth " was written by G.L.Smellle in
1931,

Robert Scarth, oldest surviving member of the ploneer
family of th:t name, wrote this letter at a time when theee
was a certaln amount of agitation in the district to
have the name changed to an " Indianized " spelling
of a Winnipeg #adio Station, C.K.Y. The prize for
such a change was to be unlimited publicity and promo-
tion by said station, and endless fame, prosperity and/or
notoriety for the residents for all time thereafter. The
change never came about; the major promoter of the scheme
has long since disappeared from the scene, and Binscarth
still manages to cling to it's hillside location and
it's name.

n Robert O.Turnbull, March 1971."

Quoting Robert Scarth's letter:

rThere seems to be some confusion as to the origin
of the name, " Binscarth.™ I was fortunate enough to be
able to visit the original Binscarth in 1959 and would
like to pass on some information gathered at that time.

The name dates back to the early 1500's and

was brought to Orkney by the Norse,people.lt's translation
is "bin " meaning farm, and“scarth meaning cleft in the
hill, thus Binscarth,"the farm in the cleft of the hill."
The spellins changed many times over the years, finally
settling to the present form. The people who lived on
the farm came to be known by the location of their land-
thus "Scarth." This is a fairly common custom in older
lands. A man was quite often called after his home or
occupation rather than by his name, and sométimes the
surname was finally dropped or even forgotten in favor
of the other.



The present farm "Binscarth " in Orkney is
comprised of about 1400 acres and is owned, overated
and occupied by Col. Robert Scarth 0.,B.E., H.M Lord
Lieutenant of Orkney. I was reminded the other day, as I
drove down the hichway, of the similarity of the two
locations. In Orkney, the beautiful farm in the cleft
of the hills, and in Manitobsa, the besutiful town in the
valley.

How did the name come to Manitoba ? In 1882
two representatives of the Scottish Ontario Land
Company, Mr Allie Bain and Mr W.B.Scarth, were sent to
investigate the pogsibility of securinz a tract of land
near Fort Ellice for farm settlement, and were directed
by Major C.&.Boulton to the Shell River €ountry, a name
that covered a great area of land in the early days.
Three townships were purchased and a farm ecstablished under
the direction of Mr G.L.Smellie. The farm was known
as The Colony Farm, and to this farm came my father,
Mathew Scarth, in 1885,

It was necessary to establish a post office
at the farm and after several suggestions, the name
" Binscarth Farm " was approved by Ottawa, after the family
home of the Scarths in Orkney.The name BRinscarth was
transfgrred to the town when the railroad came through
in 1886.

You will see then that Pinscarth dates back even
farther than the family name Scarth and the town was cert-
ainly not named after an esrly settler named Ben Scarth
2S stated in a recent history of the area. The given name
"Ben " is unknown anywhere in the family." Unquote.

(Signed) Robert Scarth, .

Isabella, Man.June 1964,
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It will be seen that there is essential agree-
ment on the origin of the name "Binscarth " although
some difference of opinion as to how it was actuszlly
conferred, and perhaps some disagreement at to actual
dates. It 1s possible that the name Binscarth suggested
ltself to Mr Smellie because of the fact that he and the
Searth men who came orizinally to Canada were cousins,
and the name was quite a familiar one within the family.

"Robert O.Turnbull,®
March 1971.
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The present farm "Binscarth "™ in Orkney is
comprised of about 1400 acres and is owned, operated
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It will be seen that there is essential agree=
ment on the origin of the name "Binscarth " although
some difference of opinion as to how it was actually
conferred, and perhaps some disagreement at to actual
dates. It 1s possible that the name Binscarth suggested
ltself to Mr Smellie because of the fact that he and the
Searth men who came originally to Canada were cousins,
and the name was quite a familliar one within the family.

"Robert O.Turnbull,"
March 1971.



SETILEMENT  OF EARLY MINITOBA.

The Binsearth Colony Farm and how Binscarth

}; gzot the name,
\( In 1870 when Manitoba was the newest Provinee in

) . : i
N ! canada what 1= now known as the Binsearth area was a

throush the area and the trall was also used by the mail

stage from Moosomin. The 1land was prairi=s with patches of

stretech of prairie known mostly to Indians and buffalo.
: The Pelly Trail which the Red River earts o® the fur
i Qg traders followed from Fort Ellice to Fort Pelly, passed
g serub around the slouzhs but "no trees hig =nouzh to
make a broom handle,” one early settler declarad; except
Agsiniboine
in the valleys of the creeks and the river . 3ome settlers

ey v /;4;rmrz
= Zoe

came to the Silver Creek area in the *270,s. By 1881 there
wers a few settlers in the Binsdéarth area. Thia;ietcher
fanily homesteaded on 3-19-28 ,They kept a stoppinz
housze for travellers and went to Moosomin by oxcart for

. supnlies and mail.Two of their descenants live in Binscarth,
Mrs Barrington and Mrs E,P.Clark.

The late Joe Allan told of se2einz a herd of buffalo

erossing the creek south of the present Binscarth in the

LaTe Lone Bobod and & lollr
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autumn of 1879. They may have been the last herd in this
area.,Perhaps they knew civilization was soming.
; Manitoba
in 1880, the Scottish Ontario Land Company was
organized in Ontario. In 1881 they sent a Mr A.Bain and
My W.B.Scarth to Manitoba to investizate the possibility
of securinz a tract of land for farm settlement. They

wers diradted by Major C.A.Boulton to the Shell River

country, a name that covered a 3reat area of land in

.% e
57 e

!



Settlement of Early Manitoba.

The Binsearth Colony Farm and ho® Binsoarth
rot _the name.

those days.They arranged for the purchase of three
townships of land.In 1882 M»,G.L.Smellie established The
Binsearth Colony Farm. The followlng is an excernt from a
letter written ﬁy Mr Smellie to Mrs James Turnbull, thg
fother of Norman Turnbull.

”Early in the fall of 1881 in my travels as Inqpector

~ for The North British Investment Company. I zot as far as

with
Portage L2 Prairie and was so enamoured of the country

and 1ts possibilities that I applied for leave of absence
from February to May 1882 to return to Manitoba, with the
;dea of making my fortune: as you know I made it <backwards,
Bht that is by the way,and when I returned to Toronto I was
asked to o baok for thatlseaSOW at least, to esztablish

some =ort of headsuarters for a colony of settlers that

The 3Scottish 6ntario Manitoba and Company intended to

place on a tract of land acauired from the Dominion
Government for coloniéation purposes and ‘:ﬁo get the Colony
going," Havinz my ail, %%%chn was very 1itcle,plus all I
could borrow- which was 2 ;ood dez2l to med invested in
Manlﬁoba. the proposition suited me.So ¥t came to pass
that within a few days I purchase =ight yoke of oxen
within fifteen miles of Fergus, Ontario, though 1 had beén

told I would not find a yoke within fifty miles -shipﬁed

- them in charge of Huzh Skeoch, and was off with Ken and Bob

Hoge, Geodfre} Baker, Tommy Flett ( I think Fred Baker)
Jjoined-



3

Settlement of Zarly Manitoba.

The Binscarth Colony Farm and how Bisearth
~oot the name,

ug later ) and E, A.Marriot,
In Win~ ipez we secured all kinde of outfit including
farm vehicles, implements and provisionz which we‘thpped
to Brandon along with = couple of ponies and 2,cow we had
picked up while waltine for Skeoch and the oxen. In Winnipeg
everythinz was then put aboard the As=ziniboine boat with
ékeoch wﬁd the boys.Mr L.A.Bedford- afterwards auperlnfendaﬁt
at the Experimental Farm at Brandon « and I went on by
train, to Portase La Prairie where we purchased a supply of
flour and two more poniea (Topsie and Tipsed. After walt-
int to see these aboard the hHoat we went on by train to
Brandon feor further purchases and joined the hoat there for
Fort Elliece where we dl=sembarked at the ferry bag and baggage.
After two or threo days of stiff work in haulins our
outfit up the lonz hill and half a mile North to the =0 called

farm of a settler named Warren, 1th whom we etored most of

.our zoods, we started in the evening with four heavy wagon

loads = each with two yoke of oxen - and 111 the livestock. ’
In a few hours we found we had migsed our trail and decided
to canp for the nizht.In the morninz we soon found our way
and on reaching the South limits of bur tract about noon
that day I decided,at the top of 3ilver Cresk hill , while
walting for the outfit,to camp in the valley, just where

the Rallway bridme was afterward built- :111 we could

inspeot the townships ind select a site for our Headguarters.

There we remained ahout three wecks Aupins which w= rode

over
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9attlement of Early Manitoba.

The Binsearth Colony Farm and how Binsearth
ot the name,

over the township every day from morninz to rizght, and

from North to South and Bagt to West until one evening

we c-me upon the site of the farm and that settled it for me,
Next day we moved up our outfit and went to work. :

I should have told you that Mr Bedford, who left me at
this time, and whom I drove: to"th= Fourth Crossing® on the
C.P.R.(now Moosomin); and I had really disembarked from the
Asainiboine Boat at Beulah or Dayles Londing as it was then
c-1led as the Captain had informed us thit thourh 1t was so n
near, we would not reach Fort Ellice until about noon the next
day.It was then late in the eveninz but we téck a pair of
ponies and a buckhoqrd off thé boat and drove to Birtle that
ni-ht.Next mornine on callinz at the Land Offlce we were
fnfermei astonished to find that the Government Lands in our
townshipe- they had the even numbered sections and we the
odd- had practically ail besn homesteaded ‘throush an oversizht
in Ottawa. in not notifyinz the Dominion Land Azency that they
wers reserved. Th:t chxnged all our plans and a stock farm
was ‘eclded on and instead of returhlng to my former smployers
in Toronto I co-sented to remain as Manager of the Colony.

Well, th t season,1882, we managed to break a considerable
acreaze snd to erect what was called the farm house and a
smaller one, a= well as the 1o barn ( the excavation for which
I took out myself with a yoke of oxen ). Mo=mt of the follow=
ins winter I =pent in Ontario buying cattle and hor%es etc.

As we had found it rather inconvenient zoinaz to For®

Ellice



Settlement of Early Manitob:,

The Binsearth Colonv Farm and how Binsecarth
: zot the name. |

Ellice with and for our m-=11 - Russell was nearer hut we

had nothing to take us therey whereas we were continually
cominz and zoin: through Fort Hllice to Moosomin -~ I was
anxious to have a Post Office at the Farm and therefor paid

a visit to Ottawa. in old friend introduced me to the then
Postmaster Yeneral, Sir John Carling, who kindly produced a
largze map of Msnitoba and asked me to locate for him the poin t
at which I wanted the Post Office opened. I pointed to the
South East 3 of Section 35-T 19-R28-¥ within half a mile of the
main trall-used as a mail route- from Fort Ellice to Fort
Pelly. I was then asked what revenue misht be expected and

I tock a chance on sayinz, "Oh £50.00 ® thinkinz that our

own mall misht reach nearly that amount. I was then and there
appointed \Postmaster at the magnificent -molum-nt of $10.00
per annum. I dont think the interview lasted more than
five minutes, but when I was asked what name I.Ulahed to =ive
the office, seeinz that our Compang was an 01d Country one,

I tried to think of an 0ld Country name and Binscarth came to
- me without any previous hlht or sugzestion and I boldly
blurted it out and then wrote it down.Sir John then merely
asked me to call on the Inspector at Winnipez whe would give
instructions to "swear me in? and provide me with my P.C.
equipment. I thanked him ~n3 sald "Goodbye® Thot shows

how easily a post of“ice may be opened.Incidently I mi~ht

say it 1s ~ot ag easy to close one, for when 1 appiied to

h-ve
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Settlement of &arly Manitoba,

The Binsearth Colony Farm and how Binacarth
zot 1ts name,

have this done nd althourh I forwarded with my application
the written consent of nearly all the nearby =zettlers it
could ~ot be deait with until the Inspector visited the
dlstrict and I wao personally out of pocket in keespinz a man
there for a month or two after I left.

May 15th 1883 I left Fergus , Ontario by speci:l train
consisting of_cight or ten carloads, mors than one hundred
head of stock.Horses , hich arade Shorthorn cattle with 3 few
purebreds and a man to each car -nd ¢ me by way of Chicazo,
Finneapolls and Fmerson to Moosomin -whence the stock was
driver to the farm,We also had shipped from Minneanolis to
Mooqomin 300,000 fest of lumber and 300.000 shinzles, That
year we put in a crop, broke up more land and orected a
large ban 60 by 300 fect and implement sheds, pilsgeries ete.,
and for the conv%nience of settlers as well as ourselves
a combination store and hotel,(stopping pl.ce we ealled it )
2 Blacksmiths shop and a hall that could be used as a church
or for other me=tings of any kind, The Heq; John Hogg D.Df
who wa= our first minister +1so arrived that £ixx% year
with his family, and thus a sort of centr- was esthblished
for our settlement ans s0 we progressed till 1886 when the
M. T.N W. BQIIWiy reached thp present Binscarth. We shipned
our cattle that year to the “t,Boniface Exhibition having the

previous years been ohbliged to drive them to Moosomin +nd ship

. fyom there,In hoth these yesrs we succeeded| in capturing

the
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Settlement Bf Ffarly Manitoba.

The Binscarth Colorny Farm -nd how Binsecarth
zot 1t3s name,

the Gold medal for our herd, havin: added to it substane

tially inl886 by purchase from well known Ontario herds.

I have alwiys thouzht that between tpe M.N,W.Railway
and myself the attitude refarding the name to be ziven to
Blnacartﬁ station was like that of the two Irishmen who
wanted to fight, but one was scared and tﬁe other darent.
Rach walted for the other to open negoti:tions.lo word was
spoken till one day my friend Mr 3wker. General Superintendant
drove in for lunch.with a member of his Birectors, as he
frequently dlé, and durinz lunch this matter was the sole
tople of conver=ation betwesn them; it appeared to be a
4diffigult problem for them to choose hetweon the great
number of names surgested but Binscarth was not one of them,
and 1 sald nothins, 2ppearing quite disinterested t After they . !
had sone I wrote to Mr Baker referriné to the conversation
and askinz if they had ever consider=d Binscarth.He replied
they would be most happy to but ;he difficulty was that they
wanted to establish a townsite with a Post Offlce, @s the Gove
ernment would not consent to two Post Offices Of the same
name.Unless I would relinquish the name the thing was impossible.
I wrote agaiﬁ that I would be quite agreecable to have the
Eir=scarth Post Office and equipment tranaferred te the
Statlion, provided the Government would at once raplace 1t
at the farm by 2 new Po=st Office and erulpment, n-me Binscarth

Farms,
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Settlement of Early Manitoba.

The Pinsecarth Colony Farm and how Binsecarth
70t 1t=s name,

: \ n
Farms,and so 1t was arranged. Havinz now cetres for our

. settlement at Russsll to ths Korth , Binscarth to

the South and fiillwood "o the West,it 414 not seem necessary
to continue to have one at the.?arm ind the hotel, store

and Blacksmith Shop were closed to the puhiic and we car-ied
on at the Farm purely as a farz for a few years, but I bezan t
to see there was no future there for me, and inl890 I wrote
my Directors in Glasgow askins them to release me. They

replied that if I were determined, they would close up their
farming operations provided I would remain with them till
everything but the land could b= disposed of.Ib this of
course, I consented and so followed the "displenishing” gale
of 16th and 17th June 1891, when =some of “h= happiest year= of
my life came teo an end."

Mr Smellie did not @tate how‘he was familiar with
the name Binscarth.It orizinated in Orkney.Here 1o =n excerpt
from a letter written by Hobert Scarth.-son of 2 Binscarth
ploneer, Mathew Searth. Juote:

“I was fortunate to be sble to visit the orizinal
Binsearth in 1959 and would like to pass on some information
gathered at that time., The dates back to the early 1500 s
an’! was brourht to Orkney by the Norse.It's translation
1s "bin" meaning farm and searth meaning™: cleft in the
hi1lls, " The spellin: may have changed over the years finally
settlin: to 1t's present form.The people who 1ived on the !

land
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Jettlement of Farly Manitoba.

The Binsearth Colony farm and how Binscarth
' zot the neme,

Xamd farm came to be known by the loJmtion of their
land-thus Searth.This 13 a fairly common custom in older
lands.A man was often called after his home or his occupation
and qopetlmea his surname was dropped or forgotten in favor
of the other.The present farm, Binsearth, comprized of
about 1400 aecres 1s owned, operated and occupied by Col.
Robert Scarth O.B.!, Lord Licutenant of Orkney."” Unjote.

"iir Smellle ®idvmEwixxiy® was a cousin of W.B.Scarth
g0 both menf were familiar with the Binsearth estate in
Orkney.lr Smellie d4id not give his reasons for choosing

SE 3-35-19=28 ag a farm site hut there was plenty of water

. in the ereek for stock, zood wood in thé valley for fuel

and rumored rallroad was axpected.to pasg? by that site.
The permanent st ff at the farm 1qc]uded 28 well as

Mr Smellle the manager, A.G.P Smellie, storskeeper, John

D.Arzo the Bookkeeper =:nd Robert Jhittiker, 'lacksmith.

From ten to twenty farm hands were employed.At one time

the thrifty Scots houseke per consldered the men were using

too much pugar.qhe acolded them but tha sugar only disappear-d
faster. o0 next morning she took the suzir bowl and spcon

and made the rounds of the tible ziving the menrthelr cholce.
"You can have ane in yir parritch and ane in yir tea, or

tw2 in yir parritech and nane in yir tea, or nane in yvir
parritech and tws in vir tea,” History does'®nt relate the
results.

!

Jome-
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The Binsecarth Colony farm and how Binscarth
zot the name,

Yard farm came to be known by the location of their
land-thus Scarth.This is g fairly common custom in older
lands.A man was often called after his home or his occupation

and sometimes his surname was dropped or forgotten in favor

of the other.The present farm, Binsearth, comprized of B““ﬁ@ﬁﬁgfﬁmd

about 1400 acres is owned, operated and occupied by Col.
L et & 9nackal Pppasnd

Robert Scarth 0.B.E. Lord Lieutenant of Orkney." Ungote.

"Mr Smellie midxmmixxi¥E was a cousin of W.B.Scarth
so both menf were familiar with the Binscarth estate in
Orkney.Mr Smellie did not give his reasons for choosing
SE %£-35~19-28 as a farm site but there was plenty of water
in the ecreek for stock, good wood in the valley for fuel
and rumored rallroad was expected to pass by that site.

The permanent staff at the farm included as well as
Mr Smellie the manager, 4.G.P Smellie, storekeeper, John
D.Argo the Bookkeeper and Robert Whittaker,Blacksmith,
From ten to twenty farm hands were employed.At one time
the thrifty Scots housekecper considered the men were using
too much sugar.She scolded them but the sugar only disappeared
faster.So next morning she took the sugar bowl and spoon
and made the rounds of the table giving the men their choice.
"You can have ane in yir parritch and ane in yir tea, or
twa in yir parritch and nane in yir tea, or nane in yir
parritch and twa in yir tea," History does'nt relate the

results,

Some-
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Settlement of Early Manitoba.

Te Binscarth Colony #aem and how Binscarth
‘ ot 4t'= name,

Some of the carpenters who worked on the Colony
buildinzs took up homaqteqﬂs‘ciose by and spent thelr evene
ings putting up dwellin:ss on their own homestazds. One
of these"moonli hters™ who was'nt f miliar with badgers
was wilking to help a friend erect a barn one eveninz, He
s1w a badger digsing a hole and uﬁw&aelf cauzht it by the
tail. The badger retailatod by tearing off the man's over-
alls. At that he wag probably luckier than a younz Scot who

maet a"bonnie beastie” 1% a Tield and tried to make friends

with 1t, The "beastie " was black with white’ stripes. Nuff

.,

sald.

there was no Doctor in the Alstrict .ln the early vears
of the Binsoarth'Fnrm.ﬁowever a Mr Walker who homésteqded
near Millwwod had Seen a drugeist in England.People ﬁent to
him for medieal sivice and he was generally known as Dr

to the plonecrs
Walker for miles around, He was a boon th the comumunity for

many years, '

lames of somb of the piloneers in the area before the
rallway cams, were;té the East:'écarth. Turnbull, Waller,
Inmand,Clement, Diamond, Hall,Beatty, Hartley, Phizacklea,
Maclntosh, Livingstone,lMc¢Farlare, Moffat, Cooper, BRice and
Wallace, To the North: Thompson, Jollye,¥:cPherson,Macintyra,
Crerar. To the South : Baker, Wilcox, Fletcher, Allan, |

¥atheson. To the West: Kelly, Plumb, Anderson, Mc Kenzie,

W
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Smitheon, Cummings, Droucht, Yogg, Allen, Walker,Stor=y,
Johnson, Biily. ‘

In 1886 the long QWﬁltéd rallway, The Manitoba North
déstern Company, stqfting from Portaze La Pralrie came through
this district on 1t's way West. The Bailuay built their
stock yards on N.E.%2 10-19-28 which was part cf the home-
syead of [lir Angus Matheson. The station house was built
partly on the road allowance between 10-19-28 and S.E.} 15
‘19-3B_wh1ch was once the homestead of Mr Charles Thacker
for whom Thacker St. 1s named. but it had become the property
of the 3gottish Ontﬁrlo Loan Company before the raiiroad
ar-ived, The Station was officially named Binscarth, the Post
Ofice was transferred from the Colony Farm and Binscarth,
fianltoba was on the map.

" The first house built in Binsearth was the 3tation
houge.Although it has been remodelled and added to it is
26111 the same building that served the people.of 1886,

The cottagze now owned by Mims Lela Matheson -nd the home of
My Angus Matheson, now owned by Hiss Sadie Matheson,were
bullt very soon after,The house now owned by lNr Tibbats

was originally built as the Presbyterian Manse on the
Colony Farm in 1883 and was.moved into Binscarth in 1887,
The Church was served by ummarried student ministers for
gome years, S0 the manse wag used as a residence by Kr
A.G.P, Smellie who moved in froa the Colony Far.Thé hall

from

Tarete ¥ o
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from the Colony Farm was moved to the now vacant lot between
Robinsons and Wasslen's Store .It served as 3 scheol on

weekdays and Church on Sundays for three denominaticns.

The first business man i~ the new Binscarth was Mr
Robert Anderson, He moved in a small building from Silver
Cre-k in 1886 and st up keopinz store.Ilt stood where the Arts
and Crafts 3hop now stands, later 1t became a Hardware Store
apd still later it was burned down.Mr And-rson built the
cottage mentioned above and also built a 11§ery barn further
#est, back of where Barrett's Garage now stanis,

In 1887 A.P.W.Goldsmith built a General Store where
the Royal Bank now stands, The store faced the =tatlon house
and the Poast Office was located 1n th= back end of the store,
The firet Postma<ter was Mr Goldsmith, a 1ittle later ¥r.
A,G.P,Smellie took over. He was succe~ded by A, 3.Crerar
Thomas Fowler, J.H.Willis, A.J.Willis and R.R.Rannle, present
Postmaster, Duriﬁg the years the Post Office was locabed
in different parts of the town but the present Post Offlce
building stands on the same ground as the orisinal officé
in the back of &ol%mlth's atore.

| During the first years after the Rallway arrived Binsecarth
had one, occasionally two trains s week.If on time the traih
arrived about 10.70 p.Mm., went on to Saltcoats and returned
Bast next day. Some of the early station agents were James
Williams, James Bulzron, Robert Watson, George Burkholder,

In
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In the early days stopping houses =2nd livery barns
were zood. busines. Thare were settlers cominiz in, others paésing
throuzhin the search for land, travellers stopning off at
Binscarth and being driven by team to other points, somé=
times as far as Hossomin.ﬂr George Ladlaw built the Rilley

Stbpping House on the site now occupied by the 580 Hotel.

He als0 buillt a livery barn and both places were operated by

Jmes Fletcher for some yeara, James Reid and Fred M.cPherson
built the Romal Hotel on the sits now ooccupied by the

Hurdock Block which is now Reilchmuth®s Hardware. The Royal
Hotel was operated first by Fred MacPherson then Phizachlea
Bros.,Alex Allen, Mrs Watson, Jim Sproat and finally Robert
Hurdock. The old hotel was eventually moved in sections,

two of which still stand;The Dominion Cafe-now D.!.Eixly's
Cafe, and fhe residence of the late Maurice Murdock. The
Hurdock Block was built on the =ite of the old Boyal'Hotgl apd
a new Royal Hotesl was built on th: site of The Riley S3topping
house. The new Hoyal Hotel has chinged hands many times and is
now known as the 580 Hotel,

In 1888 the Winnipeg agrain firm of Armitaze and Roblin
built a flat warehouse oprosite the present station.A., Crerar
was thelr srain buyer.All srain was handled in bags in tﬁoqe
days and was usually hauled to town during the winter.It was
cold hard work ond those were the days when the Manitoba
knot for grain bags develoned.drgln wae threshed at so much
per bag and men were known by th; eize of their zrain bacgs

and the Scots had no monopoly on the larze bacs,

There
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