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PROLOGUE

TO

HOW THE VILLAGE OK BXEs'SCARTH RECEIVED
THE NAME,

Blnacarth l-s the n-'\me of ar. estate In the Orkney
comprising some l^^OO acres. The n ime was -iven to tv-c

I si and8
pstate

In the early 1800* s by my grandfather th« l^te Rob'^rt 'dearth.
Hl'^ old home,built In 1855 ,on the estate,Is presently known
as ainscarth Htajs® and Is so designated on th-* Orkney county
maps. The estate itself was granted to the 'dearth or Scalthh
family by Klnrr HfaBWnm of Norway In 1179. It has been In the
hands of the descendants of this family ever since. It is now
owned by Col. H.A.A.A.^. Macrae, H. M. lord Lieutenant of Orkney.

In the olden vernacular the prefft 'blnP or 'blnnle*
meanthixuBBB or home thus Bln-Hcarth meant •Home of -earth'.

The mmes In the condensed version of the orl^^ln of Plnscarth,
(le) Mr. ¥.B.-Scarth, Hr,A.Baln and MrG.L.Smellie are those of
men all related to the dearths of Blnsoarth In Orkney. Jr. ajl
pprobabllity G.L.^mellle was wellacqualnted with the home In the
old land and thf? countryside round Blnscarth In Manitoba would
remind him of Orkney.The two are very similar. This would
In all llkllhood explain how the n ime came to his mind when
conferring with the Postmaster General.

Mr G.L.Smellle was a brother of the late Parker .imellle
of Russel and was a partner In '^mellle Bros, stores ind
Creamaries of earlier days in Blnscarth and Russell.hy mother
the late Mrs James Turnbull and her brother the late Mathew
"dearth and the Bmellles were cousins and the
of How The Village of Blnscarth received the
condensed version taken from a very detailed
to my mother prior to 1937

attached account
Name Is 8

letter wrlt^ en



" BIKSCAdrH '• Origin of Name.

The following is an excerpt from a letter
to The Binscarth Bxpresg written in June 196^ "by Robert
Scarth of Isabella, Man, and now of Victoria B.C. His
father, Mathew Scarth, to whom he makes reference, was
the brother of Cecilia (Scarth) Turnbxxll- Mrs James
N.R.Turnbull, my grandmother, to whom the letter "Origin
of the n-me'Binscarth ' was written by G.L.Smellie in
1931.

Robert Scarth, oldest surviving member of the pioneer
family of th^t name, wrote this letter at a time when there
was a certain amount of agitation in the district to
have the name changed to an " Indianized " spelling
of a Winnipeg Sadlo Station, C.K.Y. The prize for
such a change was to be unlimited publicity and promo
tion by said station, and endless fame, prosperity and/or
notoriety for the residents for all time thereafter. The
change never came about; the major promoter of the scheme
has long since disappeared from the scene, and Binscarth
still manages to cling to it* s hillside location and
it's najne.

•I Robert O.Turnbull, March 1971."

:^uotlng Robert Scarth's letter:

<C
There seems to be some confusion as to the origin

of the name, " Binscarth." I was fortunate enough to be
able to visit the original Binscarth in 1959 and would
like to pass on some information gathered at that time.

The name dates back to the early 1500's and
was brought to Orkney by the Norse^,people.It's translation
is "bin " meaning farm, and"scarth meaning cleft in the
hill,thus Binscarth,"the farm in the cleft of the hill."
The spelling changed many times over the years, finally
settling to the present form. The people who lived on
the farm came to be knoi-m by the location of their land-
thus "Scarth." This is a fairly common custom in older
lands. A man was quite often called after his home or
occupation rather than by his name, and sometimes the
surname was finally dropped or even forgotten in favor
of the other.



present farm "Binscarth ** in Orkney is
comprised of about l400 acres and is ownedi ooerated
and occupied by Col. Robert Scarth O.B.S., H. M Lord
Lieutenant of Orkney. I was reminded the other day, as I
drove down the hic;hway, of the similarity of the two
locations. In Orkney, the beautiful farm in the cleft
of the hills, and in Manitoba, the beautiful town in the
valley.

How did the name come to Manitoba ? In 1882
two representatives of the Scottish Ontario Land
Company, Mr Allie Bain and Mr W.B.Sc?rth, were sent to
investigate the possibility of securing a tract of land
near Fort Ellice for farm settlement, and were directed
by Major C.A.Boulton to the Shell River Country, a name
that covered a great area of land in the early days.
Three toxvnships were purchased and a farm established under
the direction of Mr G.L.Smellie. The farm was known
as The Colony Farm, and to this farm came my father,
Mathew Scarth, in 1886.

It was necessary to establish a post office
at the farm and after several suggestions, the name
" Binscarth Farm " was approved by Ottawa, after the family
home of the Scarths in Orkney.The name Binscarth was
transferred to the town when the railroad came through
in 1886.

You will see then that Binscarth dates back even
farther than the family name Scarth and the town was cert
ainly nQt named after an early settler named Ben Scarth
as stated in a recent history of the area. The given name
"Ben " is unknown anywhere in the family." Unquote.

(Signed) Robert Scarth, -
Isabella, Man.June 1964.

-M-*-M-Ht--iJ-•St-M-K-"

It will be seen that there is essential agree
ment on the origin of the name "Binscarth " although
some difference of opinion as to how it was actually
conferred, and perhaps some disagreement at to actual
dates. It is possible that the name Binscarth suggested
itself to Mr Smellie because of the fact that he and the
Saarth men who came originally to Canada were cousins,
and the name was quite a familiar one within the family.

"Robert O.Turnbull,"
March 1971.



** BINSCARTH ** Origin of Name,

The following is an excerpt from a letter
to The Blnscarth Express written in June 196^ by Robert
Scarth of Isabella, Man. and now of Victoria B.C. His
father, Mathew Scarth, to whom he makes reference, was
the brother of Cecilia (Scarth) Turnbull- Mrs James
N.R.Turnbull, my grandmother, to whom the letter **Orlgln
of the name"Binsoarth " was written by G.L.Smellie in
1931.

Robert Scarth, oldest surviving member of the pioneer
family of th^t name, wrote this letter at a time when there
was a certain amount of agitation In the district to
have the name changed to an " Indlanized " spelling
of a Winnipeg Sadlo Station, C.K.Y. The prize for
such a change was to be unlimited publicity and promo
tion by said .station, and endless fame, prosperity and/or
notoriety for the re.sldents for all time thereafter. Ihe
change never came about; the major promoter of the scheme
has long since disappeared from the scene, and Blnscarth
stll3. manages to c3.ing to It'.s hillside location and
it* s name.

« Robert 0.Turnbull, March 1971."

Quoting Robert Scarth's letter;

There seems to be some confusion as to the origin
of the name, " Blnscarth." I was fortunate enough to be
able to visit the original Blnscarth In 1959 =*nd would
like to pass on some Information gathered at that time.

The name dates back to the early 1500's and
was brought to Orknev by the Korse^^people.It's translation
Is "bin " meaning fanw, and ^scartVi'meaning cleft In the
hill,thus Blnscarth,"the farm In the cleft of the hill."
The spelling changed many times ever the years, finally
settling to the present form. The people who lived on
the farm came to be known by the location of their land-
thus "Scarth." This is a fairly common custom In older
lands. A man was quite often called after his hone or
occupation rather than by his name, and sometimes the
surname was finally dropped or even forgotten In favor
of the other.



®ie present farm "Blnscarth " In Orkney Is
comprised of about 1400 acres and is owned» operated
and occupied by Col» Robert Scarth O.B.E,, H.M Lord
Lieutenant of Orkney. I was reminded the other day^ as I
drove down the highway, of the similarity of the two
locations. In Orkney, the beautiful farm In the cleft
of the hills, and In Manitoba, the beautiful town In the
valley.

How did the name come to Manitoba ? In 1882
two representatives of the Scottish Ontario Land
Company, Mr Allle Bain and Mr W.B,Scarth, were sent to
Investigate the possibility of securing a tract of land
near Fort Elllce for farm settlement, and were directed
by Major C.a.Boulton to the Shell River Country, a name
that covered a great area of land In the early days*
Three townships were purchased, and a farm established under
the direction of Mr G.L.Smellle. The farm was known
as The Colony Farm, and to this farm came my father,
Mathew Scarth, in 1886.

It was necessary to establish a post office
at the farm and after several suggestions, the n^me
" Blnscarth Farm " was approved by Ottawa, after the family
home of the Soarths in Orkney.The name Blnscarth was
transferred to the town when the railroad came through
In 1886.

You will see then that Blnscarth dates back even
farther than the f'^mlly name Scarth and the town was cert
ainly not named after an eaPly settler named Bon Scarth
as staTed In a recent history of the area. The given name
"Ben " Is unknown anywhere In the family. •• Unquote.

(signed) Robert Scarth, •
Isabella, Man.Jpne 196^^,

It will be seen that there is essential agree
ment on the origin of the name "Blnscarth " although
some difference of opinion as to how It was actually
conferred, and perhaps some disagreement at to actual
dates. It Is possible that the name Blnscarth suggested
Itself to Mr Smellle because of the fact that he and the
Saarth men who came originally to Canada were cousins,
and the name was quite a familiar one within the fsunlly.

"Robert O.Turnbull,"
March 1971.
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3ETILiilftf'.N r OF tt: \RL^ M'^ITOB V.

l>ie Blnaoarth Colony F?rm and how Bln-scarth
'^ot the n^me.

In 1870 when Manitoba was the newest Province In

Canada what Is now known as the Blnsoarth srea was a

stretch of pralrl© known mostly to Indians -^.n^ buffalo.

The Pelly Trail which the He'1 aiver carts o'' the fur

traders followed from Fort Bllloe. to Port Pelly, passed

t:hrou'-h the area and the trail was also used by the JDiall

stage from iioosomln. The 1 md was prairie with patches of

scrub around the sloui-hs but "no trees big enough to

m»ke a broom handle," one early settler declared; except
Asslnlbolne

In the Valleys of ^.he creeks ind the river .lome settlers

came to t^e ^silver Creek area 11 the •70,g. By 1881 there
Jas.

were a few settlers in the feinsdarth area. The Fletcher

family homesteaded on 3-19-28 .They kept a stopping

house for travellers and went to MoosoT.ln by oxcart for

,supolles and mall. Two of their descenants live In Blnscarth,

Mrs Harrington and Mrs E,P.Clark.

The late Joe Allan told of seeing a herd of buffalo

crossing the crc^k south of the present Blnscarth In the

autumn of 1879. Phe.y may have been the last herd In this

area.Perhaps they knew civilization was soming.
Manitoba

In 1880, the Scottish Ontario Land Company was

organized in Ontario. In 1881 they sent a Mr .-uBaln and

Mr tf.B.Scarth to Manitoba to investigate the possibility

of securing a tract of land for farm settlement. They

were dlredted by Major C.A.Boulton to the ^hell River

country, a name that covered a great area of land In



Settlenient of Early Wanltobn.

The Blnsoarth Colonv F^rm and ho# Blnsoarth
rot tho n «ae.

those days.They arranged for the poirchnse of three

townships of l^nd.In 18B2 H>-.O.L. ^mell le estahllghed The

Blnscarth Colony Fern. The foliovln*? Is an e-xcerot from a

letter written by Wr Smellie to Mrs J nces Turnbulli the

inother of tiorman Turnbull.

"Early In the fall of 1851 In my trwels as Inspector

for The North British Investment Company, I ?ot as far as
wl th

Portage La Prairie and was so enamoured of the country

and Its possibilities thit I applied for leave of absence

from February to Miy 1802 to return to Manitoba, with the

Idea of making my fortune: as you know I made It -backwards,

But that Is by the way,and "rhen I returned to Toronto I was

asked to xo back for that season at least, to establish

some -^ort of headTuarters for a colony of settlers that

The Scottish Ontario M-»nltoba Land Company Intended to

place on a tract of land ac:iuired fro*r the Dominion

Government for colonization purposes and "to get the Colony

going." Having my all, was very le,i3lus all I
could borrow- which was a «^ood deal to me-lr Invented in

Manltob-x, the proposition suited me. Jo tt catne to pass

th it within a few days I purchase eight yoke of oxen

within fifteen miles of Fergus, Ontario, though I had been

told I would not find a yoke within fifty miles -shipped

them In charge of Hugh Skeoch, and was off with Ken and Bob

Hogg, Geodfrey Baker, Tommy Flett ( I think Fred Baker)

Joined-
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3» Settlement of Sirly Manitoba.

Tbe Blnsoarth Colony P^rm and how Blsoarth
-'Ot the n^me.

us later ) and E. A.Karrlot.

In Wln lpeot we secured all kind*? of outfit Inoludln;^

farm vehicles# Implements and orovlslons 'vhloh --^e shinned

to Brandon alon^' with couple of ponies and t>cow we had

picked up while waiting? for ''keoch and the oxen. In Wlnnlpei^

everything was then put aboard the Assinlbolne boat with

Skeoch and the boys.Mr L.A.Bedford- ifterwards superlntendant

at the Experimental Farm at Brandon - and I went on by

tralr . to Porta/50 La Prairie where we purchased a supply of

flour ?.nd two more ponies (Xopsle and Xlpse^. After walt-

In/r to gee these aboard the boat we went on by train to

Br^don for further purchases and joined the boat ther^" ^or

Port Ellloe '-dier** we disembarked at the ferry ba/? and baRff-^p-e.

After two or fchre'^ days of stlf^ work In haulln': our

outfit up the lonr hill and half a mile North to the so calle-^

farm of a settler named rfarren, 1th whom we stor'^d most of

our -^oods, we started In the evenln;r with four heavy wagon

loads - eich with two yoke of oxen - and ill the livestock. ^

In a few hours we found we had missed our trail and decided

to Camp for the nl iht. In the morning we soon fnund our way

^nd on reaching the South limits of our tract about noon

that day I decided.at the too of Silver Creek hill , while

waiting for the outfit.to camp In the valley. Just where

the Railway bridge was afterward built- -111 we could

Inspect t^e townships ind select a site for our Heqdquarters,

fhere we remained about three we«ks dutln^ which w« rode

over



'yettlement of E-irly rt<inltobn.

The Blneo^rth Colony Firm and how Blnsoarth
.'Ot the

over the town«?hlp every d'ly fror5 mornln«: to and

from Horth to South -an-i ^lat to We^t until one -venln:^

we c^ne upon the *31 te of the fcirm and that settled It for me«

hext day we moved up our outfit and went to work.

I should have told you that Mr Bedford, who left me at

this time, and whom I drov^ to*th- Fourth Crossing" on the

C,P.R.(now Mooso:r;ln)j md I had really disembarked from the

Asslnlbolne boat at Beulah or Dayles L mdlng as It was then

c lied as th? Ciptaln had Informed u« th it thou h It was so n

near, we would not reach Fort j^lllce until about noon the next

day. It was then late In the evenlni; but we tock a p-»lr of

ponies and a buckboard off the boat and drove to Elrtle that

nl ht.Next mornlnsr on calling at the Land Office we wer^"

*x«»xme4 astonished to find that the Government Lsnds In our

townships- they hid the even numbered sections and we the

odd- had practically all been homesteaded th^'ough an oversight

In Ottawa. In not notifying the Dominion Land Agency th^t they

were reserved.Thit ch inged all our plans and a stock farm

Was ieclded on and Instead of returning to my former employers

In Toronto I consented to remain as Manager of the Colony.

Well, th t season,1802, wo managed to break a considerable

acreage and to erect what was called the farm house and a

smaller one, a^ well as the lo*^ barn ( the excavation for which

I took out myself with a yoke of oxen )• »ost of the follow

ing winter I spent In Ontario buying cattle and horses etc.

As we had found it rather Inconvenient nrolna to For"

Elllce

f-
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Settlement of Early Hanltobi.

Ihe Blnsoarth Celery Farm how Blnsoarth

%ot the name*
f

Blllce with and for our m-11 - Ruasell wia nearer hut we

had nothlnsr to take ua therer whereas we were oont-.lnualTy

comln^ and .":;oin throu-^h Port '^11 Ice to MoosoTiln - I was

anrlous to have i Poet Office at the Farm and therefor pal!

a visit to Ottawa, in old friend introduced ae to the then

Postmaster ♦general, sir John Carlln-it who kindly produced a

lar^ce map of h^nitoba \nd asked me to locate for him the poin t

at which I wanted the Post Office opened. I pointed to the

South East i of Section 15-T 19-H28-W within half a mile of the

main trail-used as a mail route- from Fort Ell Ice to Fort

Pelly. I was then asked what revenue ml^ht be expected and

I took a chance on siylna;, "Oh $50.00 " thinking that our

Own mall mlfrht reach nearly that amount. I was then and there

appointed "-Postmaster at the magnificent -^moluffi^nt of $10.00

per annum. I dent think the interview lasted -^ore t>»an

five minutest but 'hen I was xsked what name I wished to ^ive

the officet seeing that our Company was an Old Country one,
r

I tried to think of an Old Country name and Blnscarth came to

me without any orevlous hint or 3UsJestlo;> and I boldly

blurted it out and then wrote it down. "^Ir John then merely

asked me to call on the Inspector at Winnipeg who would give

Instructions to "swear me ln8 and provide me with my P.O.
I

equipment. I thmked him ^nd said "Goodbye" Ih^t shows

hov easily a post ofice m ly be opened. Incldently I ml-':ht

say It Is '"Ot as essy to close one, for when I applied to

h ve
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Settlement of 6erly Manitoba.

The Slnnoarth Colony P-^rm ind how Blnscarth
; -got Ita name.

have f-hls done md althouj-h I forwarded with my apollc^tlon

the written coteent of nearly all the nearby gettlf^rs It

could ^bt be dealt with until the Inspector vlalted the

district and X personally out of pocV.et 1^ ke^plnr a man

there fvr a month or two after I left.

Hay 15th 188) X left Fergus • Ontario hy aped il train

conslstln: of el',ht or t^n carloads# more th in one hundred

head of stock. Horses # hi ,h ^iirade Shorthorn cattle with a few

puyebreds and a man tc each car ^nd o jbo by way of Chicago^

Minneapolis and Hmierson to Mooaomin -whenoe th^ stock was

driven to the farm.We also had shipped from Mlnneaoolls to
♦

Moosomln 300,000 feet of lumber and 300, 000 shingles. That

year we put in a crop# broke up more land and erected a

large ban 60 by 3OO fe^t and Implement sheds^ pl-rgerles ett.,

and for the convenience of settlers as well as ourselves

a combination store and hotel,( stopping pl~.C0 we c ille-^ it )

a Blacksmiths shop and a hall th^t could be used as a church

or for other me-tlns^s of any kind# The Hev. John Hogg D.D.

who wa-^ our ^Irst minister 'Iso arrived that £txxt year

with his family, md thus a sort of o^nty^ was established

for our settlement ans so we progressed till 1686 when the

H.T.N.W. Hallway reached the present Blnscarth. We shipped

our cattle that year to the «^t.Boniface Exhibition having the

previous years been obliged to drive them to Moosomln and ship

from there,In both these years we succeeded^ In caoturlrT

the
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^ettlem5;nt of Kj%r3y W?nltobq.

The Blnctc-^rth Color/ -»nd how Blrsc^rth
It ? Ti >me.

the Gold medal for our herd» havlnr added to It

tlally lrl686 by purch-'se from well known Ontario herd3.

I have alwiya thou^^ht that between the W.K. tf.Hallway

and myself the attitude refardln*5 the name to be f^lven to

Blnaoarth station was like th^t of the two Irishmen who

wanted to fight, but one was scared and the other parent-

Each waited for the other to open negotlitlons.No word was

spoken till one day my friend Hr B->ker» General "^perlntendant

drove In for lunch.with a member of his Birectors. as he

frequently dl-^. ^nd durlm lunch this matter was the sole

topic of conversation between them; It appeared to be a

difficult oroblem for them to choose betwe-^n the great

number of names su- gested but Blnscarth was not one of them,

and I said nothing, appearing quite disinterested f After they .

had f-one X wrote Mr Baker referring to the conversation

and asking If they had ever considered Blnscarth-He replied
\

they would be most happy to but the difficulty was that they

wanted to establish a townslte with a Post Office, ps the Cove

ernment wotild not consent to two Post Offices Of the same

name.Unless I would relinquish th^ n^me the thlnp was Impossible.

I ""^ote again that I would be ^ulte agreeable to hive the

Blnscarth Post Of^^lce and equipment transferred to the

it^tlon, provided the Government would at once replace It

at the farm "^^y i new Po^t Office -^nd eiuloment, n^me Blnscarth

Farms,
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Settlement of Early Manitoba.

The Plneoarth Colo^^y Farm and how ^inscarth
-^ot Itq mme«

n

Permf^t-^nd ao It ima arran.M*ed. Having now cetres for our

• ^ettlerrjent at Ruesell to horth t Blnar,arth to

the 'lOuth end Millwood "o the We7t#it dl1 not neceseery

to continue to have one at the Farm md the hotel# ?tore

and Blacksmith ^hop were closed to the public md we oar led

on at the Farm purely as a farm for a few years, but I bei^an t

to see there was no future there for mot and inl890 I wrote

my Directors In Glasgow askln^- them to release me. They

reolied that If I were determined, they would olose up their
t !

farmlnic operations provided I would remain with them till

everythlnc^ bu*" the land could dlsoosed of.To this of

course, I consented and lo fol'owed the '•dlsplenlnhlnr-'* sale

of l6th and 17th June 1891, wh'̂ n some of ".h^ hapnlest year*' of

T.y life Came to -m end. "

Mr Smellie did not iState how he was familiar with

the name Binscarth.lt originated in Orkney.Here Is an excerpt

from a letter written by dobert Scarth, son of a Blnscarth

pioneer, Mathew Scarth. <4uotej

*•1 was fortxmate to be able to vlait the original

Blnscarth In 1959 and would like to pass on some Information

gathered at that time. The dates back to the early 1500 s

an: was brou^rht to Orkney by the Korse. It*s translation

le •bin" meaning farm and scarth rae^nlng'• • cleft In the

hills." The soellln.^ may have ch^ng^d over the years finally

settlln^: to It's present form.ihe people who lived on the •

land •



9.'

Settlement of M ^nitobi.

T^e Blnacarth Colony f-trm md how Blnsc^rth
-Tot the

tandt f-arm came to b-^ known by the location of th'^lr

l«nd-thU3 Scarth. This 1'? e fnlrly oomrriorj cuetom In older

I'lnds.A m'^n wan often called after hie home or hi<i occupation

^nd sometimes hl'^ surname was dropped or forgotten In favor

of the other. Hie present faimi, Blnsoarth, comprized of

about l400 acres Is o;-med» operated and occupied by Col.

Robert Scarth O.B. Lord Lieutenant of Orkney." Unvote.

"Mr Smell.ls was a cousin of iV.B.Soirth

so both men>5 were familiar v;lth the Blnsoarth estate In

Orkney.Lr Smellle did not ^Ive his masons for chooslni^

SS i-35-19-28 ->9 a farm site *^ut there was plenty of w-^ter

In the creek for stook, good wood In the valley for fuel

and rumored railroad was expected to pass by that site*

The permanent st^ff at the farm Included aa well as

Mr 5toellle ';he manager# A*G.P ?5raellle# storekeenmr# John

D.Argo the Bookkeeper ind Robert Tiltt ^ker#'lacksmlth*

Prom ten to twenty f^rm h inds were employed.At one time

the thrifty loots houseks per considered the men were using

too much sugar, scolded th'm but the sugar only disappear d

faster, -o next morning she took the sug ir bowl and spoon

ml made the rounds of the t ble glvln^i^ the men their choice.

*you can have ane In ylr parritch and ane in ylr tea, or

twa In ylr mrrltch and nane In ylr tea# or nans In ylr

p«»rrltoh ind tw In ylr tet," History does'nt relate the

results.

( • ' \
Some-



Settlement of Early Manitoba.

The Binscarth Colony farm and how Blnscarth
got the name.

iawd farm o^e to be known by the location of their

land-thus Scarth.This is a fairly common custom in older

lands.A man was often called after his home or his occupation

and sometimes his surname was dropped or forgotten in favor

of the other. The present farm, Binscarth, comprized of

about 1400 acres is ownedf operated and occupied by Col.
cX- Cl

Bobert Scarth O.B.E. Lord Lieutenant of Orkney." Unqote.

"Mr Smellie itixMticgtis was a cousin of W.B.Scarth

so both men/J were familiar with the Binscarth estate in

Orkney.Mr Smellie did not give his reasons for choosing

SE i-35-19-28 as a farm site but there was plenty of water

in the creek for stock, good wood in the valley for fuel

and rumored railroad was expected to pass by that site.

The permanent staff at the farm included as well as

Mr Smellie the manager, A.G.P Smellie, storekeepmr, John

D.Argo the Bookkeeper and Robert Whittaker,Blacksmith.

Prom ten to twenty farm hands were employed.At one time

the thrifty Scots housekeeper considered the men were using

too much sugar.She scolded them but the sugar only disappeared

faster.So next morning she took the sugar bowl and spoon

and made the rounds of the table giving the men their choice.

"You can have ane in yir parritch and ane in yir tea, or

twa in yir parritch and nane in yir tea, or nane in yir

Parritch and twa in yir tea." History does'nt relate the

results.

Some-
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Settlement of Earlv Mmltob^.

The Blnsonrth Colony Faem ^nd how Blnec^rth
rot It* ? n ime.

Sorce of the ci^pentern who worked on th'^ Colony

building? took up hom^nte'^ie close by ^nd spent their ev-'^n-

In^s outrln.r up d well in s on their own hoTaoste ^ds. One

of these^moonll'hters" who w-is'nt f mill \r with badgers

was w -lkin-; to help a friend erect a barn one evening. He

a iw a badger digging a hole and unwlsel/ ciught It by the

tall. Ihe badger retaliated by tearing off the man* s over

alls. At th^t he wis probably luckier thm a young Scot who

mat a"bonnle beastle** lA a field -^.nd tried to m>ke friends

with It. The "beastlc " was black with white" stripes. Nuff
/

s^ld,

There was no Doctor In the district In the e^rlv years

of, th's ninscarth* Fpri??. However a Kr Walker who homestesded

near Mlllwmcd had been a drug -lst in ngl in People went to

him for medic il -i^vice snd he was generally known as Dr
to th'"' pioner^rs

rf ilker for miles Toun^^. He was a boon th the com .unity for
♦

many years.

Names of somie of the pioneers In the area before the

railway oame, were»to the i^st: Scarth, Turnbull, Wallert

Inman/,Clement, Diamond, Hall,Beatty, Hartley, Phizaoklea,

Macintosh, LIvlngstone,McPirlare, Hoffat, Cooper, Rice and

Wallace. To the North; Thompson, Jollye.MicPherson,MacIntyro,

Crerar. To the "^outh : Baker, rfllcox, Fletcher, Allan,

Matheson. To the -^^estr Kelly, Plu^b, Anderson, he Kenzle,
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Smlth?on, Cumraln'^3, Drought, Hoggi Allen, tfelker,Storey,

Johneon, B ;lly.

Xn lBe6 the lon^; ew-lted rellwiy. The Manitoba North

We=?tern Comp^.ny, st arting from Portage Pnlrle c throagh

thl<5 district on It's way i^est. The R^ll-."iy built their

stock yards on 10-19-28 vrtilch was part cf the home-

syead of br Angus Matheson, The stitlon house was built

partly on the road allowance between 10-19-28 and 3.£,i 15

19-28 which was once the hoaostevd of Mr Charles Thicker

for whom Hiaoker 3t. is named, but it had become the property

of the Scottish Ontario Loan Company before the railroad

ar-ived.The station was off'lclaliy named Blnscarth, the Post

Office was transferred from the Colony Farm and Binscarth,

Manltobi was on the nap.

The first house built in Blnsoirth was the Station

house.Although it has been remodelled and added to it is

r>tlll the same building that serv d the people,of 1686.

The cottage now owned by Mies Lela Katheson ^nd he home of

Mr Angus M:;theson, now o^mei by Mis^ 3adle Matheson,were

built very scon after. The house now owned by Mr Tibbats

was originally built \a the Presbyterian Hanse on the

Colony Pa'-m in 1883 and was moved into Binscarth In 1887.

The Church was served by umniarrled student ministers for

acme years, so th® manse was used as a residence by Mr

A.O.P.Smellie who npved in froia the Colony Far.The hill

from

-Ixiu if n •.iiMhfn

' '"'i"
• <•.

<kji
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froffl the Colony Farffi was TEOved to the now vacant lot between

Hobl-.song and tfasslen* e Store .It serve-! ae i school on

we'^kdays md Church on lund-^'/s for three denomlm.tlons.

Itie t"lrst business man the new Binscirth wis Mr

Robert Anderson. He moved In a sin ill baildln;; from Silver

Cre -k In 1886 ind set up kecpln:-: store.It ^.tood where the Arts

and Crafts Shop now stuida. 1-iter it became a Hardware Store

and still later It was burned down.Mr AndTson built the

cotti'50 mentioned above and also built a livery bam further

West, back of where Barrett* <5 Ga^^age now stands.

In 1P87 A. P. tf.Goldsraith built a General stoi-e ^-ahere

the Hoyal Bank now ^tand". Th^^ store faced the '^tatlo*^ house

and the Post Of'^loe wa*® located In th^ back end of the stor*^.

The flr'^t Postma'^'tGr was Hr Goldsmlthf a little later iVir.

\,G, P. Smellle took over. He wis succe ded by A. S.Crerar

Thomas Fowler, J.H. A.J. Willis and R. H.flannla, present

Postmaster. During the years the Post Office was jocat-^d

in different parts of the town but the present Post Of'lce

building stands on the same ground as the orlf?inal of rice
d

In the back of Gol^lth's store.

During the first years after the Railway arrived Blnsoarth

hid one, occasionally two trains a week. If on time the tralh

arrived about 10.30 o.n., went or. to *?altcoats and returned

East next day. Bome of the early station ascents were James

Williams, James Bul£ci"on, Robert Watson, George Burkholder,

In
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In the e-^rly d'^y? stopplnsr houoee ind livery barn??

were crood. bu^lne??. There were settlor's comln ; In# others passing;;

throu^hln the search for land# travellers stopping off at

Binsoarth and beln; driven by team to othT points# some

times as far as Mossomin. Mr George Ladlaw built the Rlley

Stopping House on the site now occupied by the 580 Hotel.

He 'ilso built a livery bam and both plaoes were operated by

James Fletcher for some years. James Held and Fred K .cPhcrson

built the Royal Hotel on the site now occupied by the

Murdock Block -Thlch Is now Relchmuth* s Hardware. The Royal

Hotel was operated first by Fred MaePhersen then Phlzacklea

Bros.,Alex Allen, Mrs Watson# Jim Hproat T,nd finally Robert

Kurdock.The old hotel was eventually moved In sections#

two of which still stand;The Dominion Cafe-now 0.y.Bllly^s
I

Cafe, >nd the residence of the late M.au-lce Kurdock. The

^-^urdock Block was built on the site of the old Royal Hotel and
I

a new Royal Hot-1 was built on th- site of The Rlley Stepping

house. The now Hoyal Hotel has changed hands many times and Is

now known as the 580 Hotel.

In 1888 the Wln'-'lpeg grain firm of Armltage and Roblln

built a fist warehouse opposite the present station. A. TCrei^ar

was their rraln buyer.All rraln was handled In bags In those
1

days nnd was Usually hauled to town during the winter. It was

cold hard work »nd those we^-e the days when the Manitoba

knot for grain bags develon'=»d.Iraln w>s thre-^hed at so much
i

per bag and men were known by the size of their gr-»ln bairn

and the Hcots had no monoroly on th*^ large bags.

There
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