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PROLOGUE

TO

HOW THE VILLAGE OF BINSCARTH RECEIVED

THE NAME.

Binscarth is the name of an estate in the Orkney Islandr
comprising some l400 acres. The name was given to the estate
in the early 1800*s by my grandfather the late Robert Scarth.
His old home,built in 1855 tOn the estate,is presently known
as Binscarth House and is so designated on the Orkney county
maps.The estate itself was granted to the Scarth or Scairth
family by King Haakon of Norway iti 1379. It has been in the
hands of the descendants of this family ever since. It is now
owned by Col. R.A.A.A.S. Macrae,H.M.Lord Lieutenant of Orkney.

In the olden vernacular the preli •binv*' or 'binnle*
meant house or home thus Birr-Scarth meant 'Home of Scarth".

The names in the condensed version of the origin of Binscarth,
(ie) Mr.W.B.Scarth, Mr.A.Bain and Mr G.L.Smellie are those of
men all related to the Scarths of, Binscarth in Orkney.In all
'•^probability G.L.Smellie was well^cqualnted with the home in the
old land and the countryside round Binscarth in Manitoba would
remind him of Orkney.The two are very similar. This would
in all liklihood explain how the name came to his mind when
conferring with the Postmaster General.

Mr G.L.Smellie was a brother of the late Parker Smellie

of Russel and was a partner in Smellie Bros. Stores and
Creameries of earlier days in Binscarth and Russell.My mother
the late Mrs James Turnbull and her brother the late Mathew
Scarth and the Smellies were cousins and the attached account
of How The Village of Binscarth received the Name is 4 ^
condensed version taken from a very detailed letter written
to my mother prior to 1937 i/'
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"lEVll.iihr.h V OF K \8L i M NITOB u

Itie Blnsoarth Colony Pirm md how Bingcarth
o;ot the n^me.

In 1870 when Manitoba was the newest Province In

Canada what now known a*? the Binsoarth area was a

stretch of prairie know" mostly to Indlms and buffalo.

The Pelly Trail which the Rei River carts o' the fur

traders followed from Fort Slllce to Poi-t Pelly, paaeed

throu h the area and the trail wa ^Iso used "-y the mail

st^ffe from Moosomin. The 1 ^nd was prairie with patches of
I

scrub around the aloufhs but "no trees bi>r -^nou-ih to

m >ke a broom handle," one eirly settler declared; except
Asai-^iboine

in the Valleys of he creeks ind thi^ iver •'̂ omc settlers

c^e to the "Silver Creek area 1" the *70,9. By 1881 there
J as.

were a few settlers in the Binsdarth area. Ihe Fletcher

family homesteaded on 3-19-18 .They kept a stopping

house for travellers and went to Hoosomln by oxcart for

supnlies and. mail. Two of their descenants live in-Binscarth,

Mrs Barrini^ton and Mrs F,P.Clark.

The late Joe Allan told of seeln.^ a herd of buffalo

crocfsin;': the cre®k south of the present Bln«jcarth in the

autumn of 1879« They may hsve ber-n the last herd in this

irea.Perhaps they knew civillijation was soEin'^.
Manitoba

In 1880, the Scottish OntarlOjiLand Company was
1'

ox^anized in Ontario. In 1881 they sent a Mr A. Bain and

Mr rf.B. Scarth to Manitoba to investigate the possibility

of seourlnji^ a tract of land for farm settlement. Ibey

were dlredted ^y Major C.A.Boulton to the Shell Hlver

country, a name that covered a :?reat area of land In



of E^rly Manitoba.

The Bln.go^rth Colonv F .rm and hotf Pin90girth
rot the n »me.

those days,They arr-^n^ed for the ourch-^se of three

townships of l^nd.In Wr,G,I •'^ellle estshllshed The

Blngcsrth Colo ny Far!!!* The ^ol"'oan excerot from a

letter written by Mr" ie to Mrs J imeg Turr.bull, the

Moth'-^r of ?ior!nan Turnbull.

"Early In the fall of 1881 In my trwels as Inspector

for The North British Investment Companyi I -^ot as far as
wl th

Portage L t Prairie ind was so enamoured of the country

and Its possibilities th-'t I apollsd for leave of absence

from February to Miy 1882 to return to Manitoba, with the

idea of making my fortune: as you know I made It -backwards.

But that Is "^y the way,and "-hen I returned to Toronto I was
I

asked to -to bick for that seaso-? at least, to establish

'acme 5ort o** head-ju-'.rters ^or 1 cclor.y of settlers that

The Scottish Ontario Manitoba Lin.d Company 1^'tended to

plac^ on a tract of lan-^ ac mired fro-'^ the Dominion

Government for oolonlzTtion purposes and "to get the Colony

gol..'." Havln.r my ill. w<i3 very le.t.lu-, all I
oould borrow- which was a ^',ood de^l to invented In

Manitoba, the proposition suited me. .5o tt cane to pass

th »t within a few days I purchase slight yoke of oxen

within fifteen miles of Fer'^us, Ontario, thouk^h I had been

told I would not find a yoke within fifty miles -shipped

them In charge of Hugh '^keoch, in' was off with Ken and Bob

Hogg, Geodfrey Baker, Tommy Plett ( X 'hlnk Fred Baker)

joined-



^3, Settlement of S^rly Manitoba.

The Binaoarth Colony Farm and how Blacarth
ffot the n^me.

us later ) and E. A«Marriot.

In Wln^lpe.fic we secured all kinds of outfit Includln#?

farm vehicles. Implements and provisions which we shipped

to Brandon alon;^ with a couple of ponies and a cow we had

picked up while waiting for -Skeoch and the oxen. In Winnipeg

everything was then put aboard the Asslnlbolne boat with

Skeoch and the boys.Mr L.A.Bedford- afterwards superlntendant

at the Experimental Farm at Brandon — and X went on by

train, to Portage La Prairie where we purchased a supply of

flour and two more ponies (Topsle and Tlpse^. After wait

ing to see these aboard the boat we went on by train to

Brsndon for further purchases and joined the boat there for

Fort Ellioe where we disembarked at the ferry bag and baggage.

After two or thre^ days of stiff work In hauling our

outfit up the loriT hill and half a mile Morth to the called

farm of a settler named Warren, Ith whom we stored most of

our roods, we started In the evenln^r with four heavy wagon

loads - each with two yoke of oxen - and «.ll the livestock.

In a few hours we found, we had missed our trail and decided

to camp for the nl^ht.In the morning we soon found our way

and on reaching the South limits of our tract about noon

that day I decided,at the top of Silver Creek hill , while

waiting for the outfit,to camp In the valley, just where

the Railway bridge was afterward built- till we could

insp-ct the toT-mshlps ».nd select a site for our Headquarters.

There we remained about three we'ks duPlnir which we rode

over
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The Blnso^rth Colony Farm and how Blnsoarth
got the n-<me.

over the townehlp every day from mornins? to ^Ight, and

from North to South and to Weat until one evening

we cnme upon the elte of the farm ?nd that gettled It for me.

Next day we moved uo our outfit and went to wo*-k.

I should have told you that Mr Bedford, who left me at

this time, and '̂ hom I drov^ to"th^ Fourth Crossln'?" on the

C.P«R,(now Moosorln); xnd I had really disembarked from the

Aselnlboine boat at Beulah or Dayles Lmdlng as It was then

c'lied as the Captain had Informed us that thou^-rh It was so n

near, we would not reach Fort Sllloe until about noon the next

day. It was then late In the evenln; but we took a pair of

ponies and a buckboard off the boat and drove to Blrtle that

nl ht.Next morning on calling at the Land Office we were

twfsxmed astonished to find that the Government Lends In our

townships- they hid the even numbered sections and we the

odd— had practlcilly all been homesteaded throu'^h an oversight

In Ottawa, in not notifying the Dominion Land Agency that they

were reserved. Th it ch inged all our plans md a stock farm

Was ieolded on and Instead of returning to my former employers

In Toronto I co-sented to remain as Manager of the Colony.

Well, th t season,1882, we managed to break a considerable

acreage and to erect what was called the farm house and a

smaller one, as well as the lo;^ barn ( the excavation for which

I took out myself with a yoke of oxen ), Host of the follow

ing winter I soent in Ontario buying cattle and horses etc.

As we had found It rather Inconvenient going to Fort

El3 Ice
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The Blnsoarth Colony P^rm how Blnso^rth ^

;?ot the name.

Elllce with and for our m^il - Ruasell was nearer but we

had nothing to take us therer whereas we were continually

coming an'^ goln;r through Fort Elllce to Moosomln - I wag

anxious to have a Post Office at the Farm and therefor paid

a visit to Ottawa. \n old friend Introduced me to the then

Postmaster General# Sir John Carllng, who kindly produced a

large m^p of Manitoba and asked me to locate for him the poin t

at which I wanted thn Post Office opened. I pointed to the

South East i of Section 35-T 19-R20-W within half a nlle of the

main trail-used as a mall route- from Port Elllce to Fort

Pelly. I was t-.hen asked what revenue mlrht be expected and

I took a chance on spying, "Oh #50.00 " thinking that our

own mall ml^ht reach nearly that amount. I was then and there

appointed Postmaster at the magnificent emolument of #10.00

per annum. I dont think the Interview lasted more than

five mlnutesf but I was asked what name I wished to give

the office, seeing that our Company was an Old Country one,

I tried to think of an Old Country name and Blnscarth came to

me without any previous hint or suggestion and I boldly

blurted It out and then wrote It down.'^Ir John then merely

asked me to call on the Inspector at Winnipeg who would give

Instructions to *swear me ln8 and provide me with my P.O.

equipment. I thanked him -^nd said "Goodbye" Thit shows

how easily a post office may be opened.Xncldently I ml^^ht

say It Is "^ot as easy to close one, for when I applied to

h ;ve
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f>ettlement of Barly Manitoba,

The Sinscarth Colony Farm how Blngcarth
-TOt it*? name,

have ^his done md althou'^h I forwarded with my apolloatlon

the written consent of nearly all the nearby settlers It

could act be dealt with until the Inspector visited the

district and I was personally out of pocket In keeping a man

there for a month or two after I left.

May 15th I883 I left Fergus • Ontario by sped il train

consisting of wight or ten carloads, more thin one hundred

head of stock. Horses , hl-Ji grade Shorthorn cattle with a few

purebreds and a man to each car ^nd c me by way of Chlcaso»

Minneapolis and Kmerson to Moosomln -whence the stock was

driven to the farm.We also had shipped from Minneapolis to

Moosomln 300,000 feet of lumber and 300,000 shingles. That

year we put In a crop, broke up more land iand erected a

large ban 60 by 3OO feet and Implement sheds* piggeries ett.,

and for the convenience of settlers as well as ourselves

a combination store and hotel,(stopping plice we called It )

a Blacksmiths shop and a hall thrt could be used as a church

or for other meetings of any Hlrid, The Hev. John Hogg D.D.

v7ho was our first minister ilso arrived that ttTis% year

with his family, ind thus a sort of centra was established

for our settlement ans so we progressed till 1886 when the

M, T.N.W. Hallway reached the present Blnscarth. We shipped

our cattle that year to the St.Boniface Exhibition having the
V

previous years been obliged to drive them to Moosomln and ship

from there.In both these years we succeeded In capturing

the



Settlement of Rarly Manitoba.

"The Bln<5carth Colony Farm ^nd how Binscarth
got ite naae«

the Gold medal for our herdf havlnn: added to It subetan-

tlally inl886 by purchase from well known Ontario horde.

I have always thought that between the M.K.W.Railway

and myself the attitude refardlng the name to be given to

Binscarth station was like that of the two Irishmen who

wanted to fight» but one was soared and the other darent.

J:';ach waited for the other to open negotl xtlohs.No word was

spoken till one day my friend Mr B^ker, General Superlntendant

drove In for lunch.with a member of his Qirectors, as he

frequently did, and during lunch this m-».tter was the sole

topic of conver^'atlon •between theraj it appeared to be a

dlfflwult problem for them to choose betwe-^n the great

number of names suggested but Binscarth was not one of them»

and 1 said nothing, appearing quite disinterested f After they

had pone I wrote ^o Mr flakor referring to the conversation

and asking if they had ever considered Binscarth.He replied

they would be most happy to but the difficulty was that they

wanted to establish a townslte with a Post Office, as the Cove

ernment would not consent to two Post Offices Of the same

name.Unless I would relinquish th^- nune the thin: was impossible.

I yrote again that I would be quite agreeable to have the

Binscarth Post Of^^lce and equipment transferred to the

Station, provided the Government would at once replace it

at the farm by a new Post Office and equipment, nime Binscarth

Farms,



Settlement of Early Manitoba.

The Blnsoarth Colony Parm and how Blnsoarth
'ot it'g name.

n

P%rm?5,qnd so it waa arran.^ed. Havlnr now cetreg for our

settlement at Ruaaell to th= Morth » Blnacarth to

the South and Millwood -o the Weat.lt dli not seem necessary

to continue to have one at the Farm nd the hotel, store

and Blacksmith Shop were cloaed to the public md we car led

on at the Farm purely as a farm for a few yearSf but I be><an t
\

to see there was no future there for me, and lnl890 I wrote

my Directors In Glasgow askln, them to release me. They

ranlled th ^.t If I were determined, they would olose up their

farmln)< ooeratlons provided I would remain with them till

nayofy thln'^ bu t the land could b'^ disposed of .To this of

course, I consented and ao followed the ••dlsplenlshin?** sale

of l6th and 17th June 1B91» aome of -.h- haople-'t year" of

my life came to an end. "

Mr Smellle did not «4tate how he was familiar with

the name Blnsoarth.lt originated In Orkney.Here Is an excerpt

from a letter written by Robert Scarth, son of a Blnscarth

pioneer, Mathew Scarth. ^uotei

'*I was fortunate to be able to visit the original

Blnscarth In 1959 and would like to pass on some Information

gathered at that time. The dates back to the early I5OO s

an was brou-ht to Orkney by the Korse.ItVs translation

Is "•bin" meaning farm =ind scarth meanlnK**a cleft In the

hills." The soelling may have changed over the years finally

settllnc to It's present form,The people who lived on the

land
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Settlement of Eerly M-anltob^.

The Blnsoqirth Colony farm «ind how Blnsoirth
g:ot the

tsBd f«=irm oeme to known by the location of their

l^nd»thU3 Scarth. This I3 a fairly common custom In older

landa.A man was often called after his home or his occupation

and sometimes hi® surname was dropped or forgotten In favor

of the other. The present farm, Blnscarth, comprized of

about I'fOO acres Is o^-medt operated and occupied by Col.

Robert Scarth O.B. ^1,. Lord Lieutenant of Orkney," Un:^ote.

"Mr Smellle itixKBtxxtxs was a cousin of W.B.Scarth,

so both men/! were familiar with the Blnscarth estate In

Orkney.Hr Smellle did not slve his reasons for choosing

SB J-35-19-28 as a farm site but there was plenty of water

In the oreek for stock, good wood in the valley for fuel

and rumored railroad was erpected to pass by that site.

The permanent staff at the farm Included as well as

Mr Smellle ';he manager, A.G.P Smellle, storekeeoBr, John
I

D.Ar^o the Bookkeeper and Robert /hlttiker, lacksmlth.

Prom ton to twenty f-irni h mds were employed.At one time

the thrifty Scots houseke per considered the men were using

too much sugar.She scolded thorn but the sugar only dlaappear-d

faster.3o next morning she took the sug ^r bowl and spoon

and made the rounds of the tible giving the men their choice.

"You ^oan have ane In yir parrltch and ane In ylr tea, or

twa In ylr parrltch and nane In ylr tea, or nane In ylr

parrltch and twa In ylr te u" History does'nt relate the

results.

Some*
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Settlement of Earlr Minltoba.

The Blnsoarth Colony Vaem and how Blngcarth
^rot it' q n !me,

Some of the ca^penterg who worked on the Colony

bulldln^g took up homr>«te^d9 close by and 5?pent their even

ings putting up d well in s on their own bo^'^^teads. One

of thege*moonli hters** who wis'nt f mili^r with badgers

was welkin to help a friend erect a barn one evening. He

siw a badger digging a hole -jjid unwlsel/ c aught It by the

tall. The badger retaliated by tearing off the man's over-

alls.At th*>t he wis probably luckier thin a young Scot who

met a"bonnie beastlo'* lr> a field md tried to make friends

with it. The "beastle • was black with white stripes. Nuff

said.

there was no Doctor in the district in the early years

of the Binsearth Pnrm. However a Br Wilker who home^^teaded

near Mlllwwod had been a drugg ist in hnglan^. Peoole went to

him for medical idvice end he was generally known as Dr
to th^ pioneers

Walker for miles nroun^. He was a boon th the com^^unlty for

many years.

Names of gome of the pioneers in the area before the

railway oime, were, to the iSasts Scarth, Turnbull, Waller,

Inman/,Clement, Diamond, Hall,Beatty, Hartley, Phizacklea,

Macintosh, Livingstone,KoFurlane, Moffat, Cooper, Hlce and

tfallaoe. To the Norths Thomoson, Jollye,K "}cPherson,KacIntyro,

Crerar. TO the South : Baker, Wllcox, Fletcher, Allan,

Ratheson. To the "^ests Kelly, Plumb, Anderson, ^rc Kenzie,
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'Settlement of ETrly+.Manltoba.

The Blnecarth Colony F^rm -and how Blnscarth
cTOt the neme>

Smlth9on, Cummlnsa, Drought, Allen, W^ilker,Storey,

Johnson, B-.lly.

In 1886 the lona; '^w-^lted rnllw^y, The M^mltcba North

Western Company, st^rtlni^ from Portaise La Pnlrle c ime through

this district on lt*s way ^est. The Rail^iay built their

stock yards on N.E.i 10-19-28 which was part of the home-

syead of Mr Angus Matheson. The station house was built

partly on the road allowance between 10-19-28 and S. E. i 15

19-28 which was once the homestead of Mr Charles Thacker

for whom Thacker St. is named, but It had become the prooerty

of the Scottish Ontario Loan Company before the railroad

arrived. The Station was officially n imed Binscarth, the Post

Office was transferred from the Colony Farm and Binscarth,

Manitoba was on the map#

The first house built in Binscarth was the Station

houae.Although it has been remodelled and added to it Is

still the same building that served the people of 1886.

The cottage now owned by Klas Lela ttatheson and the home of

Mr Angus Matheson, now owned by Miss Sadie Matheson,were

built very soon after. The house now owned by Mr Tlbbats

was originally built as the Presbirterian Manse on the

Colony Pa'-ffi in 1681 and was moved Into Binscarth in 1887«

The Church was served by unmarried student ministers for

some years, so th= manse was used as a residence by Kr

A.G.P. Smellle who moved in frois the Colony Far. The hill

from
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Settlement of E^rly Kinltoba.

Tbe Blnsoq'^tb Colony F-^rm ^nd how Blnscarth

n:ot the mme.
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from the Colony Faro was moved to the now vacant lot between

Robinsons and Wasslen* s Store .It served as \ ischool on

weekdays ^nd Church on Sundays for three denominations.

Xhe first business man in. the new Blnscarth was Mr

Robert Anderson. He moved in a smill baildln^ from Silver

Cre-k in 1886 and set up keeping, store.It stood where the Arts

and Crafts Shop now strndSf liter It beoame a Hardware Store

and -still later It was burned down.Mr Anderson built the

cott-vge mentioned above and also built a livery barn further

West, back of where Barrett's Ga"^aga now stands.

In 188? A. P. If.Goldsmlth built a General Store where

the Royal Bank now stands. The store faced the itatlo^ hoaee

and the Post Office was located in the back end of the stor®.

The first Postmaster was Mr Gold smithy a little later Kr.

A,G.P.Smellle took over. He was succeeded by A. S-Crerar /

Thomas Fowler, J.H.Willis, A.J.Willis and R.R.Hannie, present

Postmaster. During the years the Post Office was localJed

In different parts of the town but the present Post Office

building stands on the same ground as the orl^-lnal office
d

In the back of Golsmith's store.

During the first years -after the Hallway arrived Blnscarth

had one, occasionally two trains a week.If on time the train

arrived about 10.30 o.m., went on to Saltcoats and returned

East next day. Rome of the early station agents were James

Williams, James Bulgron, Robert Watson, George Burkholder#

In
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* Settlement of E^rly Manitoba • ^
The Blnec^rth Colony Farm and how Blnecarth

- j;ot the Nome.

In the early days stoopln/i? houses and livery barns

were good buslnes. There were settl^-rs coming In, others passing

throufhln the search for land, travellers stopolng off at
/

ainscarth and being driven by team to other points, some

times as far as Mossomin.Mr George' Ladlaw built the alley

Stopping House on the site now occupied by the 580 Hotel.

He also built a livery barn and both places were operated by

Junes Fletcher for some years. James field and Fred K cipher son

built the Royal Hotel on the site now occupied by the

i'lurlock Block arhich Is now Helchmuth's Hardware. The Royal

Hotel was operated first by Fred MacPherscn then Phlzacklea

Bros.,Alex Allen, Mrs Watson, Jim Sproat <,nd finally Robert

Hurdook. The old hotel was eventually moved In sections,

two of which still standjThe Dominion Cafe-now D.Y.Billy*a

Cafe, and the residence of the late HaU'-lce Murdook. The

^^urdock Block was built on the site of the old Royal Hotel ^nci

a new Royal Hotel was built on thsite of ^e Riley Stopping

house. The new Hoyal Hotel has c^oiged hands many times and Is

now known as the 58O Hotel.

In 1688 the Win^ioeg grain firm of Armitage and Roblin

built a flat warehouse opposite the present station.A.ICrerar

was their grain buyer.All grain was handled in bags in those

days and was usually hauled to town during the winter.It was

cold hard work >nd those wei-e the days when the Manitoba

knot for grain bags develooed.Grain wag threshed at so much

per and men were known by the size of th'^lr grain bags

and the Boots had no monoooly on th« large bags.

There
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