PROLOGUE
TO

HOW THE VILLAGE OF BINSCARTH RECEIVED
THE NAME.

Binsearth is the name of an estate in the Orkney Islands
comprising some 1400 acres. The name was ziven to the estate
in the early 1800's by my grandfather the late Robert Scarth.
His old home,built in 1855 ,on the estate,is presently known
as Binscarth House and 1s so designated on the Orkney county
maps. The estate itself was granted to the Scarth or Scairth
family by King Hagkon of Norway in 1379.It has been in the
hands of the descendants of this family ever since. It is now
owned by Col. R.A.A.A.S. MacraesH.M.Lord Lieutenant of Orkney.

In the olden vernacular the prefX 'bin! or 'binnie’
meant heuse or home thus Bin=Scarth meant *Home of Scarth'.

The names in the condensed version of the origin of Binscarth,
(ie) Mr.w.B.Scarth, Mr.A.Bain and Mr G.L.Smellie are those of
men all related to the Scarths of Binscarth in Orkney.In all
»probability G.L.Smellie was wellhcquainted with the home in the
0ld land and the countryside round Binscarth in Manitoba would
remind him of Orkney.The two are very similar. This would
in 211 liklihood explain how the name came to his mind when
conferring with the Postmaster General.

Mr G.L.Smellie was a brother of the late Parker Smellie
of Russel and was a partner in Smellle Bros. Stores and
Creameries of earlier days in Binscarth and Russell.My mother
the 1late Mrs James Turnbull and her brother the late Mathew
Scarth and the Smellies were cousins and the attached account
of How The Villaze of Binscarth received the Name is 4 _ R
condensed version tsken from a very detailed letter written ﬁzﬁfﬁﬁ%nwﬁa
to my mother prior to 1937

C WW"” % @W[MZ—-“



| e UaRs
)1

GREVIEDER HTREADSVIS MO RarhIIV b4 Wl
| ~OMAY FHY

gbar fpT yoeninQ s nt atotpe e tn aien arfd -~ Hf“ﬂn'ﬁfﬂ
atpdra ot o3 mavl- ~ow SmeN SFI Jpaxde 008 amo- wmnis fycwon
JTapa? Fradofl, sdal a2 wﬂﬂdrﬁbnp~, vm v E'ﬁﬁﬁl {yra art n
ol yldaenave ot atetea s 00, 27FL ~f 2TfEenny | [= i
vl oo ysroltl e 87 ~c hﬂﬂpﬁﬂtaaf on sp fnr LAt o) s il alal
FRAFAT e fA A SR 1 01 hadeast o T ﬁii_,_.-u..?a—p e =
e r— e =TT r?ﬁﬁ'ﬁfﬁ’“TQ??fI ﬂt tﬁﬂ#aw ToJﬂbﬂnHi&nxﬂ o 1F?"*
wornn gt 1T _soalr 1sve (LLFWAT piNE 1 =dnshianceat &4y o ot
e Y0 Fnenatia il byo LM E jarqpeN P LALARAVE JTo' i wako
Yoinmtd® wa Bytd' Tiavo ofd e [usepyer reihfo an”
Lt sE Yo agol' drBse MvpaBeniB mudd emnd o ewmer’ Jumey

WFeraentd Yo pi-fye aat Yo nolevay bepmabnon ert ml osam - s
10 as~on? evr of (femP IO oM Boe nigf Aot (AdaenZ ok th (ol
[ig i vard~0 rf ftveosntf To adtyps? ol nt Begeia~s [Ie ive,
afd n} amor any olitw basﬁisu:nﬂtisw'npﬁ all(ene, w0 gdilic ~Tytoy
bigow adodipef nl HineoaNiH biwset shimyrinmwos spid Tuv Bnr tio
bEfuow =181 .+dfimis vyev ave owd adl veidad Yo mis Aolges
worfw hnim ~in of vmeo emefr apfd Wos niricxe boorffINIT e ai
Lenspne vadermdrol apd fdd bw zriavation

| effless 22dxe” adal adf 10 #waridord 5 sew oilfemi.d.U 1M
hret 2av0d7P " poa® §1llemf ol yenddro p.gew by fe--u- o
vyardtom: ¢ LIeaepd boe fdveosnt8 nb ~Vveh yollysas Yo potomee <O
wart oM atol agd aortond vefl bitr LivdayuT somel oM el s
Inuense fapoedde ol bpe pnlagdo eqaw galllonf arfd £ fid~ oo,
» ni apell gt haviessh Hideroceni® Mo auealfliV apl woH "o

ke LY @' mertivw yedial - Fa Findafh Yrov A poTy raded nOtpravw hasyo Fang
| CECL of acige = tn
- — B R — e e il
]
- PN, 5 Y ‘ ol e
-
)



g cdad
Jarzrz
777

a

rer Becls o ~LeaiZZ orz

| %cg, floose onate wie Ty F7.SS. o poec foiecl i
o AZfzzadZ%%y A egaidy 2. tce yrie aio Lo 22 A
N rrL OF /%%@PV

SETTLEMERT KARLY M NITOBA, Al By T APLE
'] ~ o ; z
7 44zi:§3£;¢ﬂf o
The Binsearth Colony Farm and how Binscarth A? o

got the n.me,
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b

In 1870 when M nitoba was the newest Province in
Canada what ic now known aszs the Binsearth area was a
stratch of prairie mown mostly to Indians and buffalo.

The Pelly Trall which the Re? River carts o the fur

A arealot
~4ﬁ£aa:z¥96;%&2é?j

traders followed from Fort Ellice to Fort Pelly, pas=zed
throuzsh the area and the trail w:s also used hy the mail

stage from Mocsomin. The 1lind was prairie with patches of
|

serub around the sglouzhs but "no trees hiz =nouzh to

mike a broom handle,” one early settler declarsd; sxcept
Agziniboine
in the valleys of “he creeks znd,thgqniver « Som2 gettlers
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came to the 2ilver Creek area in the '70,s. By 1881 there
Jas,
wera2 a few gsettlers in the Binscdarth area. The Fletcher
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family homeqﬁeadedjon 3-19-28 ,They kept a stoppinz

house for travellers and went to Moosonin by oxeart for

CeldiNS .

supnlies and mall. Two of thelr descenants live in .Binscarth,
Mrs Barrinzton and Mrs E,F.Clark.

The late Joe Allan told of s=eing a herd of buffalo
crossing the oreek south of the present Binscarth in the
autumn of 1879. They may have been the last herd in this
aren. Perhaps they knew clvilization was soming,

Manitoba

in 1880, the Scottish Untarioﬂlqnﬁ Company was
orzanized in Ontario. In 1881 they sent a Mr A.Bain and
My W.B.Scarth to Manitoba %o investizate the pos=ibility
of =zecurinzg a tract of land for farm settlement. They

were diredted by Major C.A.Foulton tec the Shell River

country, a name that covered a mreat area of land in
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those days.They arranged for the purchase of three

townships of 1:nd.In 1882 Mr.G.L.Smellle establicshed  The

Bingcarth Colony Farm., The following 1= an excerpt from a

letter written by Mr Smellie to Mrs James Turnbull, the

Hlother of Norman Turnbull.

—

“Barly in the ‘fall of 18€1 in my travels as Inspector
for The North British Investment Comﬁany. I zot as far as
Portage L2 Pralrie and was so enamouredwg:hthe country 
and 1ts possibllities th-t I applisd for leave of sbéence
from February t6 May 1882 to return to Manitoba, with Ehe.
idea of making my fortune: as you know I made it <backwards,
But that is 1ﬁr the way,and when I returned to Toronto I was
agked toléo back for that season at least, to establish
some 3ort of headsuarters for a colony of éettlerq that
The Zcottish Ontario Manitoba Land Compznyllntended to
Place on a tract of land acouired from the Dominion
Government fof colonization purposes and. :to get the Colony
zoing." Havin: my all, Eﬁ%ChA wés very A3ttle,plus all 1
could borrow- which was a sood de:2l to med invested in
Manitoba, the proposifion sulted me.30 %t came to pass
that within a few days I purchase =ight yoke of oxen
within flfteen miles of Fergus, Ontario, thouzh I had been
told I would not find a2 yoke within fifty miles -shipped
them in charge of Huzh 3keoch, ind was off with Ken and Bob
Hoge, Geodfrey Baker, Tomny Flett ( I think Fred Baker)

‘ | joined-
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us later ) and E.A.Marriot.
In Win ipez we secured 2ll kind=s of outfit 1ﬂclud1ﬁg
farm vehicles, implements and provisions which we shipped
to Brandon along with = couple of ponies and 2 cow we had
picked up while walting for Skeoch and the oxen., In Winnipeg
everythinzg was then put aboard_the Assiniboine boat with
Skeoch and the boys.Mr L.A.Bedford- afterwards superintendant
at the Experimental Farm at Brandon - and I went on by -
train. to Portage La Prairie where we purchased a supply of
flour and two more ponies (prsie and T&pseb. &féer walt-
inz to see these aboard the boat we went on by train to
Brandon for further purchases and joined the hoat there for
Fort Ellice where we disembarked at the ferry bag and baggage.
After two or thre= days of stiff work in haulins our
outfit up the lonz hill and half a mile North to the so called
farm of a settler named Warren, +ith whom we stored most of
our zoods, we started in the eveninz with four heavy wagon
loads - each with two yoke of oxen - and 2ll the livestock.
In a few hours we found we had missed our trall and decided
to camp for.the nizht.In the morninzg we soon found our way
and on reaching the South limits of our tract about noon
that day I decided,at the top of Silver Creek hill , while

walting for the outfit,to camp in the wvalley, just where

the R21lway bridge was afterward built- £i1ll we could

Anspect the townships and select a site for our Headquarters.

There we remained about three we~ks dutinz which we rode

over
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over the townshiprevery day from morninz to night, and

from North to South and East to West until one evening

we came upon the éite of the farm and that settled it for'me.
Next day we moved up‘our outfit and went to work.

I should have told you that Mr Bedford, who laft me =t
this time, and whom I drove to"th- Fourth Crossinz” on the
C.P.R.(now Moosomin); and I had really disembarked from the
Assiniboine Boat at Beulah or Dayles Landing as it was then
¢2lled as the Captain had informed us that thourh it was so n
near, we would not reach Fort Ellice until about noon the next
day.It was then late in yhe evening but we took a‘palr of
poniés and a buckboard off the boat and drove to Birtle that
ni-ht,Next morning on calling at the Land Office we were
fmfwrmed astonished to find that the Government Lands in our
townships- they had the even numbered sections and we the
0dd=- had practically all be=n homesteaded throurh an oversizht
in Ottawa., in not notifying the Dominion Land Azency that they
were reserved. That changed all our plans and a stock farm
was jeclded on and instead of returhing to my former employers
in Toronto I consented to remain as Manager of the Colony.

Well, th:t season,1882, we managed to break a considerable

.acreage and to erect what was called the farm housze and a

smaller one, as well as the loz barn ( the excavation for which
3 toog out myself with a yoke of oxen ). Most of the foliow-
inz winter I spent in Ontario buying cattle and horses stc.

A= we had found it rather inconvenient zoinz to Fort.

Ellice
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Ellice with and for our m21l1 - Russell was nearer but we

had nothing to take us therey whereas we were continually
cominz and goins through Fort Fllice to Moosomin < I waé
anxious to have a Post Office at the Farm and therefor pald

a visit to Ottawa. An o0ld friend introduced me to the then
Postmaster ueneral._Slr John Carlingz, who kindly produced a
largé map of Manitoba and asked me to loecate for him the poin ¢
at which I wanted the Post Offlce opened. I pointed to the
South East 2 of Section 35-T 19-R28-W within half a mile.of the
main traill-used as a mail route- from Fort Ellice to Fort
Pelly., I was then asked what revenue mizht be expected and

1 took a chance on gaying, "Oh $50.00 * thinkinz that our

own mail micht reach nearly that amount., I was then and there
appointed Postm#ster at the magnificent emolument of $10.00
per annum. I dont think the interview lasted more than

five minutes, but when I was asked what name I wished to zive
the office, seeing that our Company was an 01ld Country one,

I tried to think of an 0ld Country name and Binscarth came to
me without any previous hint or suggestion and I boldly
blurted it out and then wrote it down. Sir John then merely
asked me to call on the Inspector at Winnipeg who would glve
instructions to "swear me in2 and provide me with my P.O.
egquipment, I thanked him -nd saild "Goodbye" That shows

how easily a post office may be opened.Incidently I micht

say 1t is not as easy to close one, for when I applied to

have
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have this done and qlfhouqh I forwarded with my apnlication
the written consent of nearly all the nearby settlers it
could not be dealt with untli the Inspector visited the
district and I was personally out of pocket in keesping a man
there for a month or two after I left.

May 15th 1883 I left Fergus , Ontario by special train
consisting of elzht or ten carioéda; more than one hundred
head of stock.Horses , hiih grade Shorthorn cattle with a few
purebreds and a man to each car -nd ca.me by way of Chicago,
Minneapolis and Fmerson to lMoosomin =whenee the stock was
driven to the farm,We also had shipped from Minneapolis to
Foosomin 300,000 feet of lumber and 300,000 shingles, That
year we put in a crop, broke up more land and erected a
large ban 40 by 300 fest and- implement sheds, pizgeries ess.,
and for the convenience of settlers as well as ourselves
a combination store and hotel,(stopping pl.ce we called it )
2 Blacksmiths shop and a hall that could be used as a church
or for other me=stings of any kind, The Rev. John Hogg D.D.
who was our first minister 2lso arrived that £xrxx year
with his family, and thus a sort of centrs was established
for our settlement ans so we progressed till 1886 when the
M, T.N.W, qu}Way reached the-nrésent Binscarth. #e shipped
our cattle that year to the St.Boniface Exhibition having the
previous years been obliged to drive them to Moosomin and ship
from there,In hoth these years we succéeded in eapturing

s the
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the Gold medal for our herd, having added to 1t subesbtan-
tially in1886 by purchase from well known Ontario herds.

1 have always thouzght that between the M.N.W.Railway
and myself the attitude refarding the name to be ziven to
Binscarth station was like that of the two Irishmen who
wanted to fight, but one was seared and the other darent.
Faeh walted for ths other to open negotiations.No word was
spoken ti1ll one day my friend Mr Baker, General Superintendant
drove in for lunch.with a member of his Bireetors, as he
frequently did, and during lunch this matter was the sole
topic of conver=ation between them; it appeared to be a
difficult problem fdr them to chobse between the great
nurber of names surgested but Binscarth was not one of them,
and I said nothing, appearing guite disinterested ! After they
had gsone I wrote %o Mr Baker referrinz to tﬁe conversation
and askinz if they had ever consider=d Binscarth.He replled
they would be moét happy to but the difficulty was that they
wanted to establish a townsite with a Post Office, as the Gove
ernment would not consent to two Post Offices Of the same
name.Unless I would relingquish ths name the thing was lmposslbie.
I wrote again thgt I would be guite agreeable te have the
Binscarth Post Office and equipment transferred to the
St;tlon. provided the Government would at once replace 1t
at the farm 5y 2 new Post Office and esuipment, n=me Binsearth

Farms,
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Farms,snd so it was arranged. Havinz now cetres for our

~ettlement at Rusgsell to th= hKorth , Binscarth to

the South and Millwood "o the West,it did nc{t seem necessary
to continue to have one at the Farm ind the hotel, g;ore

and Blacksmith Shop were ¢losed to the public ind we car-led
on at the Farm pnfely ags a farm for a few years, but 1 bezan t
to see there was no future there for me, and inl890 I wrote

my Directors in Glasgow askin: them to release me. They

replieé that Af I were determined, they would close up thelr
farming onerationé provided I would remain w1th them till
everythinz but the land could be disposed of.To this of
course, I conzented and 30 followed the "diasplenishinz” sale
of 16th and 17th June 1891, when some of the happlest yeare of
my life came to an end.” '

Mr Smellie did not @&tate how he was famillar with
the name Binscarth.It orizinated in Orknej.ﬂere i2 an excerpt-
from a letter written by Hobert Scarth, zon of 2 Binscarth
pioneer, Mathew Scarth. Juote:

"] was fortunate to be sble to visit the orlgzinal
Binscarth in 1959 and would like to pass on some information
zathered at that time, The dates back to the early 1500 s
an' was brourht to Orkney by the Horse.,It's translation
is "bin” meaning farm and scarth meaning”a cleft in the
hills.™ The spellinz may have chqnged over the years finally
settline to it's present form.The people who lived on the

land
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Yamid farm came to b~ known by the loeation of their
laﬁd-thus Scarth.This 13 a falrly common custom in older
lands. A man was often called after his home or his ocounation
and sometimes his surname was dropped or forgotten in favor
of the other. The present farm, Binsearth, comprized of

about 1400 acres is owned, operated and occupied by Col.
Robert Scarth 0.B. %, Lord Lieutenant of Orkney." Ungote,

"Mr Smellie itﬂxlltxxtrn was a coﬁsin of W.B.Scarth,
so both menf were familiar with the Binscarth estate in
Orkney.lir Smellie did not zive his reasons for choosing
SE 2<35-19=28 as a farm site but thers was plenty of water
in the ereek for stock, mood wood in the valley for fuel
and rumored rallroad was expected to pas=z by that site.

The permanent staff at Fhe farm included as well as
Mr Smellis the manager, A4.G.P Smellie, storek?epnr. John
D.Arzo the Bookkeeper and Robert Whittaker,lack=smith.

From ten to twenty farm hinds were employed.At one time

the thrifty Scots houseke per considered the men were using
too much sugar.She scolded them but the sugar only disappear-d
faster. 30 next morning she took the suzar bowl and spoon.

and made the rounds of the table giving the men their choice.
“You'pan have ane in yir parritch and ane in yir tea, or

twa in yir parriteh and nane in yir tea, or nane in yvir
parritech and twa in yir tes,” History does'nt relate the
resulté.

Some-
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Some of the ca;penters who worked on the Colony
bulldinzgs took up homrsteads elose by and spent. thelr evene
ings putting up dwellin«s on thelr own homesteads. One
of these"moonlichters" who was'nt fumiliar with badgers
wag walking to help a friend erect a barn one évening. He
saw a badger digzing a hole and unwisely cauzht it by the
tail. The badger retaliated by tearing off the man's over-
alls. At that he was probably luckier than a voung Scot who
met a"bonnie beastie” in a fileld +nd tried to make friends
with 1t, The "™beastie " was black with white atripes, Nuff
sald.

there waq no Doctor in the Alstrict in the early years
of the Binsearth Férm.ﬁowevev a2 Mr Walker who homesteaded
near Millweod had bheen a-drugvlst in ®ngland.People went to
him for medical sivice and he was generally known as'Dr

.to the ploneers

Walker for miles around, He was a boon th the community for
many years. | |

Names of some of the pioneers in the area before the
rallway came, were,to the East: Scarth, Turnbull, Waller,
Inmand,Clement, Diamond, Hall,Beatty, Hartley, Phizacklea,
fiacIntosh, Livingstone,McFarlane, Moffat, Cooper, Rice and
Wallace, To the North: Thomps=on, Jollye,¥acPherson,Maclntyrs=,
Crerar. - To the South : Baker, Wileox, Fletcher, Allan, .

¥atheson, To the West: Kelly, Plumb, Anderson, ke Kenzie,

)
i
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Smithson, Cummings, Droucht, Hogg, Allen, Walker,Storsy,
Johnson, B:ily.

In 1886 the long awalted rallway, The Manitoba North
Western Company, stxiting fron Por?age L% Prairie came through
this district on it's way West. The Railway built thelr
atock yards on N.E.% 10-19-28 which was part of the home-
syead of Mr Angus Matheson. The station house was built
partly on the road allowance between 10-19-28 and S.E.% 15
19-28 which was once the homestead of Mr Charles Thacker
for whom Thacker St. is named. but'itlhad become the property
of the Scottish Ontario Leoan ébmpany before the rallroad
ar=ived, The Station was officially named Binscarth, the Post
Office was transferred from the Colony Farm and Binsgarth,
Manitoba was on the map.

The first house built in Binsearth was the Station
house.Although it has been remodelled and added to it 1s
still the same building that served the people of 1886,

The cottaze now owned by Mias Lela Matheson and the home of
Mr Angus Matheson, now owned by Mls% Sadie Mstheson,were
built very soon after.The house now owned by Mr Tibbats

was originally buillt as the Presbyterian Hanse on the

~ Colony Férm in 1883 and was moved into Binscarth in 1887,
The Church was served by ummarried student ministers for
some years, =0 the manse was used as a resldence by Kr
A.G.P.Smellie who moved in from the Colony Far?The hail

from
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from the Colony Farm was moved to the now vacant lot between
Robinsong and Wasslen's Store .It éerveﬂ as 2 school on

weekdays and Church on Sundays for three denominations.

The first business man in the new Binsecarth was Mr
Robert Anderson. He moved in a small building from Silver
Crezk in 1886 and set up kecplng. store.lt stood where the Arts
and Crafts Shop now standa, later it bacame a Hardware Store
and 3till later it was burned down.Mr And-rson built the
cotbage mentioneq above and also bullt a livery barn further
West, back of where Barrett's Garage now stands. |

In 1887 A.P.W.Goldsmith built a General Store where
the Royal Bank now stands, The store faced the =tation house
and the Post Office was located in ths back end of the store,
The firat Postmaster was Hr Goldqmlth, a littie later Mr.
A.G.P.Sﬁellie took over. He was sucéended-by A. 8.Crerar /
Thomas Fowler, J.H.Willls, A.J.Willls and R.R.Rannile, present

Postmaster, During the years the éost Office was locabed
in different parts of the town but the present Post Office
bullding stands on the same zround as the orizinal oflce
in the back of Golimith's store, ‘

During the first years after the Rallway arrived Binscarth
had one, occasionally two.trains a week.If on time the train
arrived asbout 10,30 p.m., went on to Saltcoats and returned
East next day. Some of the early station agents were James |

Williams, James Bulgzron, Robert Watson, George Burkholder,

In
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In the early days stopping houses and livery barns

~were good busines.There were settlers cominz in, others passing

throuzhin the search for land, travellers sgopning of'ff at
Binscarth and beinsz driven by-team to oth#r:points, Iomé-
times as far as Mossomin.Mr George Ladlaw built the Riley
Stopping House on the site now occupied by the 580 Hotel.

He also ‘built a livery barn and both plaogg were 6peratéd‘by
Jmes Fletcher for some years. James Beid and Fred M:cPherson
built the Romal Hotel on the slte now occupied by the

Murdock Block which is now Reichmuth®s Hardware. The Royal
Hotel was operated first by Fred MacPherson then Phizacklea
Bros.,Alex Allen, Mrs Watson, Jim Sproat and finally Robert
Hurdoek. The o0ld hotel was.eventually moved in sections,

two of which still estand;The Dominion Cafe-now D.Y.Billy's
Cafe, and the residence of the late Maurice Murdock. The
Hurdock Bloock was bullt on the site of the old Royal Hotel and
8 new Royal Hotel was built on th- site of ?he Riley Stopping
house. The new Royal Hotel has chimged hands many times and is
now known as the 580 Hotel,

In 1888 the Winnipeg graln firm of Armitage and Roblin
builb a flat warehouse opposite the present statlon.A.:Crerar
was thelr zrain buyer.All zrain was handled in bqgs in those
days and was usually hauled to town during the wintef.lt was
cold hard work and those were the days when the Manitoba
knot for grain bags developesd,Grain wis threshed at =0 much
per bag and men were known by the size o° their grain bags

and tﬁe Scots had no mononoly on th= larze bacs,

There






