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Manitoba 4-H Clubs

Certificate ofAppreciation
This Certificate is presented to

'Mr.dttii ^ioi'Gorman aurnSnff
in appreciation of the support and assistance given to 4-1-1

in the Province of Manitoba.

Dated 10
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When through one man, 9, lit''"le more love

and goodness v a littlei motje ll^ht and truth ^

come into the world ,y then that mans-li-P-6 has meaning.

From May's buletin Board.
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UNPUNISHED TOWEhS.

For which of yoUt interr^ing to
build a fcower,'=?itteth not down first,
and oourtoth the cost,whether he have
suf'"iciefat >o finish It/Lest haply, after he
h-th laid the fou^'dation, ^nd is net ible to
finish all th^t behold it be^in to
mock him. S-iyin'5, fhis man be.a:an to build,
and was not able to finish.LUKE iL: 28-30,

Dear Kallla:--:
One of the most perplexing things in every

d life is our relationship one to another.Here am I,
writing to you like this,knowing th^t in this world at
least we will neber meet again, lo often I me-^t people
who remind me of you.I think we , as humans , sense
integrity in others.For our own lack of it we are un
prepared to speak or make any advance to the other person
and like ships in the night, we dip our lights in salute
and pass quietly by.One remembers with delight the integrity
of mother fellow being.

p/^aucZry-i^:^

,f-P(/y^yr^y^ ys-^yezL.

^ •' e.^'^oy
^ JSyL~ y.ey}yicZmZ4 Oyi^z^cZ

<SAc'ajeieAyn£yf^ yyy^ ^yu^L<^L^ s.



•^e are wise beyond all. learning,
In this world that we have made
The syatsms that we treasure<^

prov^^theTnse3 ves beyond
'o bgi Useless encurabrances
at most could do without.

a doubt

Ignorant men in public office
their sole idea to fill their purse
If not their wallets, then their fcmage
It's hard to s^y which is the worse.
Their'-s is.but, a b^-^ht reflection
Of the pubiic stand behind,
We, the people who ele'-t them;
Are seldom of a constant mind.'

Who can sail a •^hip of state
I'Jhen the crew are torn with doubt,
>/ho can -Dilot true the course
When the buoys are moved about
No one but a fool would muster
Courage to attempt the task
When from a million dif-f'erent throats
Come a million different -answers
fo^'what is it that you ask

We will not he^d the record,
Written plainly/to our south
We vratch a nation irint's death throes^
Sut still believe (@e~l^rd^-^f^"duth^'^
How can the, truth then still be living
IWhen weCBelievg) not what we see^

do we look with eyethat-^se^not
When we~sho"ut prosperity J

No nation can be prosperous,
When it's head is .sunk in slime

the future tossed in gutters
And a vote oosts^t a

\ When ^promlse.3"£p but another,pledge
To be broken with no lapse _of tldiS
'When heads are full of learning
And brains are as empty as can be
When only eyes are used for envy
Not a goodly, Godlyj i^orld to see.

Then what good is all our
All the pulpit prate and fire
When to win is all essential.
And we idolize the liar.

Loose the bonds of federation

t'r rem-^e them if tia you v;ill
But do/ it q^uckly do it soonly
Before a brother's blood xhh we spill

3^

•• i ^
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Romans 8

from The New American Bible

14 For all viio are being led by the Spirit of God, these are
sons of God.

15 For you have not received a spirit of slavery leading to fear
again, but you have received a spirit of adoption as sons by
vdiich we cry out, "Abba ! Father !"

16 The Spirit Himself bears ivitness with our spirit that we are
children of God.
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CXyyvzA XAt^yil^A ^5-3->i»-2- ,
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Gome with me on fancy's flight

To realms afar,unknown,

Journey with me on trails of light

Where no other man has gone..

Give me your hand let me share with you
My treasures of the road

We will talk as we walk on trail-•.new

And share each other's load

As we pass along each darksome spot

There will be times we may forget

That we are two and yet are not ,

Just two strangers scarcely met ,

"•>-7 - "<:•
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A man is what he mafees of himself; he fashions himself on "the,

on the anvil of his nature. She heats of his desire deteimlne what

the hammer of circumstance will form. In his weaughtlng he may touch

the fi. lives of many. He may choose to retire within himself and the
ring of his anvil becomes more faint as the years pass. .1 If his

"yyyy^~—

efforts be unselfish and failure a challenge toattempt sxmi
...

more greatly Inevitably success w^p afS'-W nearer ^
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There will be no other response to this letter unless you
answer in the affirmative. If you do not answer than please
consider the whole matter betweenus closed and Mo not ever
mention having met me.That way is best for both of us and
thus there will be no regrets. We have never met !

Yours very truly,

J ona th an To ad 1nmud.

. 1' .-i
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The days at school were long and strange. Different entirely
to being at home vdth dad and mother. HwEe one had others to play
with, girls and boys. There were lessons to leam and at recess
games to play. Recess's were fun even on winter days. Th^e vi-ere
drifts of snov/ in winter, to build forts in and to climb, or slide
do'.m, bluffs sheltered the chool yard from the bitter winds and
it was just plain good to get out and tear round. Those hai^
desks and their harder seats were certainly not conducive to
rest of any kind, physical or mental.

Not far from the school there were hills and a pretty valley.
In early spring these hills were a profusion of wild crocus. In
•winter they provided skiing and sliding for the more venturesome
and perhups more affluent pupils. Then when the noon hour afforded
more time the whole school vjould be off down the road to the

hills and the owners of skis would show off their prowess. The
more daring of the boys would always be watched a cluster of
girls who doubtless hoped that perhaps they would be offered a
dhance to try out the slopes but were more often than not ignored.

In summer the days were longer, the prairies colored with flowers ♦

'Che children walked to school along winding roads and trails,
scuffing up the dust v/ith bare feet or on wet days mudding up
some wayside puddle, the delightful feeling of cool mud oozing
up betv^een calloused toes. Perhaps those days had the makings of

sturdier men and women, ?^ho knows ? Vimy Ridge, Passchendale, Ypres,
Mons, hold many of the answers. The years 1939-4-5 hold still more.
These latter were the shameful years v/hen humanity ivitnessed
genoacide unimaginable. V.hen yoimg men blickened the tops of
freight vars travelling east, west , across Caiiada. The cumulative
years v/hen all -the -//rongs of the Greqt Depression and the
infamous treaties of 191^-18 aftemath grew together into an
explosive bomb of humanity which in turn was tossed by a mad
subbaltern Into a world already seething in chaos.

In the years of the small country school there were often
more things learned than simple A, B, CsJ or the Three Rs. The
solitary child of a homesteading family found himself mixing with £
families numbering anyvvhere from four to eight, with variiussizes
of brothers and sisters, -/ith due directness any symp-tom of
interest between the sexes was singled out and the participants
quite often given the treatment of much ribald teasing. As many of t
the pupils walked home together along the main roads leading to
the school there would be groups engaged in some prank or another.
Woe betide the small boy v/ho offered to carry the books of some
small girl who seemed to him to be worthy of the effort, at least
for the time being. Perhaps the emancipation of women started
roots along many a country road.



There was little permissiveness In the growing generation

of those days either from parents or the peer groups among the

growing adolescents in the early part of the century. Many a

sm^ll smart aleck got his ears well warmed when heTsCUffled up

dust In front of senior girls during the tramn home along a

dusty lane on a hot summer afternoon. Some life-long romances

budded on those walks too.Later on they blossomed Into some

thing^ deeper.Marriages we-^e entered Into that lasted for a lifetime.

Divorces were unheard of and only spoken about In whisners.

One lad and las'=^ of th^t old school discovered a life

long friendship In a mud puddle in front of the •=!chool. They had

both just started to school-The girl was one of a large family

of brothers and sisters# The boy an only child. It was a hot

day after rain and the mud puddle was cool and Inviting for bare

feet,The meeting took place at the last recess before four o'clock.

It was h i.rd to say who threw the first handful af mud. Whichever

It was ..there was no backing down on the oart of either male or
/

female. The gasps of horror when the pair did enter the school

proved the effectiveness of the adversaries .They were a pair of

semi mobile mud-bibles. The Taachers only remark was "You two

will stay In after four !" As the other scholars filed out at

four o'clock th^re were smirks and snickers and some glances of

commlseratlon.The last one out closed the door but left it a little

ad jar. The teacher marched up and closed It with enough force

to warn those outside of the finality of any effort to peep.

The two culprits were told to come up to her desk from a drawer

of which the teacher pulled out a strap ma^e of two Inch wide

bubber belting. The boy was told to hold out his hand.The first



stroke of the strax) straightened his "backbone as if a knife had

stuck him^He was darned if he was ^roing to cry in front o£ the girli

After four on each hand his determination was wavering .The teacher

must have fully believed in equality of the sexes.The girl got

the same as the boy and with as much muscle behind the strap.

There were tears in the eyes of each but no crying. Through age old

instinct,each had made up their mind not to cry in front of the other.

From that incident stemmed a lifelong friendship that though it

firew into nothina: further could have oerhapsfthe basis of one of

those afbnementtioned romances. The boy recalled the episode m-^ny
..•^4 . • y - •

times.
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Give me a pretty maid, yet sweet and good, to wife

To share the sunrise of living life together.

Then cross the seas of time ahead we'll sail.

White canvas billowd out and bent to weather.

May then our love o'er storms prevail,

And through the sunny hours and dark,

Will share '.vi-tJi each the working of our barque.

God,for our compass o'er the unkno-ivn seas,

His Son,our Pilot thro' the peace and storms of life

Shall still the hasty word and lead us back to calmer shore

Vhere strife by love shall tempered be

Till two of us become ae-©tie,-and-hand in hand

With mutual love, approach the setting of our suui



It mid November, and the rain fell steadily
on Vancouver.lt h'^'^ rained all day and the li£?hts on
^astinc;^ street were reflected off th= water runninng to
the gutters. A. ta:xi pulling to the curb opoosite one
of the more prosperous looking Chinese retaut^ants dis-
char^Ja passenger who casually looked both ways.up
and down the street/before he reached in the cab and p
paid the driver his fare.The driver evidently said some
thing to him because the man lau-'hed ahrugged his shoulders
and turned into the r^aurant.

Once inside it became evident that the customer,
if customer he was, was just not too sure of what he
should do next or where he should turn.He slipped off
low rubbers and pushed them under a coat ratek with the
toe of one shoe. Before he could remove his top coat
a dhinese waiter aoproached him,"Mr.Beltham ? Kr Walter
Beltham?"

"Yes!? The answer had in it more of surprise than
affirmation. Evidently the visitor had not expected to be
know5L,much les-^ called by name but he covered his surprise
with a qestion of his own.

"Does a Mr Yang Po own this retaurant 7"
"Will you come this way please, N9," as Beltham

moved to take off his coat, " Please bring your coat
with you." Mr Po is expecting you, this way if you please?
and the waiter moved 6ff down a dimly lit corridor .

As Walter Beltham followfc'this guide the stature
o-f* the two men were remarkable in the difference as to

height. But th^t was all. Both men were straight and
walked as if military training or good phjrsical exercise
had at one time been habitual with them. The Chinese came
only to the visitor' shoalder but both men walked as if
with a purpose.

Beltham stopoed suddediiy as his guide turned
abruptly to the left and opened a door."Will you please
enter ^'^r Beltham," without waiting for his visitor to
answer the Chin-se stood aside and nointed to what was
evidently a sitting room but of such luxury and good
taste that Walter Beltham was amazed and in his amazement
hesitated."If you will just find a chair and make yourself
comfc^able Mr Po will be with you in a few minutes.'^
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Sorae of ny time in retirement from
active work on the land is spent on
early morning walks; a mile or two or
three beforo breakfast, Valking takes
the place of early morning before
b^-eakfast chores. During, those walks
t^e words often dboturn to me, the old
*•1 wonder as I wander. " The sense of
a^e and wonder is renewed under the
e^rly morning stars. The cloak of
sophistication is cast aside when one •
feices creation and realizes that those
sfars and planets have swung in their
pffeits since the beginning of time.
Countless as the sand of tho seas,
tjiose within our human vision were
named by"Tho Old People" thousands of
years ago. In a.11 that timo they
have not devia.tod in their appointed
cQurse by one iota nor has thoir app—
ohrance altered by one socond. We
a^Q told tiia.t boyond our galaxy are
®4;llions of such galaxies that make
up the infinity of tho universe. The
weirds of tho psamist came to mind,
"p-at is man that thou art mindful
of him?"

Aistar swept near our.earth a split
second ago as measured by eternity.
. * It horaide'd tho the Birth of the
Son of God, Creator of tho Universe
and all it. contains. As X wander I
wonder at the groat contradiction.
How does one reconcile tho Birth of
¥^:uth with the celebrations of our
day and ago ? Tho drinking and gam-
bling, tlio rank coramorcialism of T. V.

aswss
'TnMv\ fb'OiSCurCfi-Fow^jarr^ PaitbnxX Ckavge^
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and radio advertising that have
no worth other than to enhanco
and foster tho sonso of greed
inherent in all humanity. What
has all this to do with the Advent

.season and the birth of Christ ?
What a contradiction! The Man
whose birthday Christondom cele
brates at this season,.,Tho Babe
of Bothlehem who, ended his oarthly
life on a cross," his hands and
feot pierced by tho hands of those
ho had hoalod and Iiolpod and his
side voundod by a spoar of Home,
tho Man'whom God sent into tho
world to show Tho Way amid the
worlds bewildormont and confusion.
In our bewilderment and confusion
wo commemorate his birthday expos
ing our cheap commercialism^ our
tawdry adulterated naohine made
goods when all he asks of us is
our love and adoration.

Some of the mornings tho
cloud hidden. On otliors
like jovrols in tho sky,
glow in tho Kast heralds
The stars fade with dawn
the promises of God thoy
eternal, everlasting. So
stide.

stars are
they hang
A pink
a new day.
but like

aro there,
Christma-

There is to my mind, no place at //
this time of year to assess tho
financial standing of the churchy
Hather it bohoovos each and evor^
momber and adherent to assess thoiS*
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own spixitUcal values. If wo can
bqlancG tliat shoot, overything olae
wi.ll fall into place.

Thoro is- sor.o Stewardship--Visitation- -
yet to bo ccr-iploted. To thoso who
haVG talcon part in that visitation,
our thanks, and-appreciation. To those
•visite.d*,. thank you neighbors-for-
sharing your thoughts and gifts with
us. To all, including Rev. Bob and
r^argnret 3urtonand their fanily, a
Joyous Chriotrias and a Challenging
Now Yoar. To qucto Charlos Dickoifs
Tiny Tin,. "C-od Bless us every one.

Norn-an Turnbull

- •- for- finance Connittee.

Bob Barton recently attondod a P£T
(Parent Sffoetivenass.. Training)
Instructors course in Winnipeg N'ov £3
-' Dec 3. is a training progran
for parents to teach then the ski
they need for the most inportant job
thoy will ever have -^ raising respon-
,pible childron. It is not a group
therapy or sensitivity training
session bu.t_ an educational experience'.
Parents axe ..coached in new skills
that they can take hone and put to
use imiodiately to soivo"their prob«
lens in the privacy of their own hone.._
i-hr-i Tn it is strongly urged th.at both

•parents enroll it is not a roquiron-
oht. iilach parent who enrolls receives
the P. j3. T. ...book as a text plus a
wo.rkb.o.ok.

There ia. .a tuition, fo.o v^hich
- the fee here will be 1E20..00^ ibr
hours of instructi-on over 8 wooks.
Two dates have..been set up for this"
area - Fob 13th, 7-10 PM (Tuesday)

Feb 17th (l:30 - 4:50 PM.) in tho"
Binscarth United-Church Basement.
Ihtorcstod parents, arc asked to con— .
firm their interest a week before the-

course starts. P,S. Go.tt f^CirtvJC
CbLcple '̂ lA^^O'OO

WORSHIP COMIIITTEa RdPO-RT"

Blest- be the tie that binds

Our hearts in Christian- love,
The fellowship of kindred minds
Xs like to that -nVove,

s

24

As Christmas time cones again let
us pauso to .give our thanks to God
for the gift of His Son, Jesus
Christ who showed us the way to
love one another.

We invite you, - one and all to
.sorvices during the Advent--so-ason
and on into the Now Yonr of 1977.

Binscarth lOtQQan, Poxwarren 11:30

Holy Coununion was celebrated Doc 5
Dec.12 is our service of infant

baptism at both points.
Doc 19. Christmas Ca.i-ol Service

7:30 P.M. in Binscarth Church -
C C f f G 0 to f 011 0 If,

Doc. 26 - our Christinas Sunday.^
services.

^h-G committee would like to
the Bible Study groups

^^qq/pesune meetings on Wed Jan'12 .
at B^^scarth, Thurs. 'Jan 13 at
Pox^xren, Our suggested studj;^
book is entitled "God, Man and
Archie Bunker"- ple.aso feel free
to join wi.th us.

Services at Poxwarren have been
greatly enhanced• by the fcrnation..
of an enthusiastic Junior Choir^
under the capable loadership of
•Florence and Frances Vfiddicoiibe.
Thoy i-rill welcome any new monbcrs.

Watch for dates regarding an )
Pvangolistic program in the springj

• Bs'ptisr. Information
The Official Board approved the
XGcomnendaticns of. the -Baptism
Study Committee at a recent Nov.
25th neeting in Binscarth, Some

•of the roconnendations included
the- requirement of one or both
parents being.baptized, conformed
.and. members in good standing.
Wliere this isn't the cane parents
nay..invite, -any menbor of the church
to' bo their, spon.sor or- prep-are
themselves for confirmation at which
tine thoy make.their ovm.profession

"of faith. . To facilitate their prep
aration , Baptismal Information
Kits have boon prepared and Gonfir—
nation"classes-will bo sot up some—

' tine in mid February,



PPnPnsTHG A TOAST TO A BRIDS.__

One of the advantages of grovring older is the

increasing awamess of how little one knows • It is both

a hnmbling and challenginf experience. Tennyson wrote

in one of his peons "Knov/ledge cones^but wisdoni lingers."

ifhen we see a young couple starting out in life

our natural impulse^ sometimes acted upon^ is to give

them v^hat we think is good advice. Quite often it is

the other way round and age gets the good advice • That

is often the humbling part. Qutte often these young eyes

haveseen their own challenge^^^n^ife and the spirit beliind
them is eager to set sail on the sea

The challenging experience of age is when v/e see a new

home growing among us we know that our pioneer fathers

have not builded in vain. These young grandsons and

granddaughters of the pioneers of this district face a

future their grandparents scarcely dared dream^ the difiicultis

they face and the trials they may have to pass through

although different from those of their grandparents because

of advances in scientific knowledge will be just as arduous

and their happiness over achieverjient and lingering wisdom

just as great.

So a marriage of two young people and the start of

anew home Inf, the district ^
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There Is nothing like retirement to make a man think. Suddenly
his work t occupation, appointment or trade has come to an end. Life
as he used to live It Is not filled with everyday problems, ^t Is
not necessary longer to catch the seven-thirty, eight o'clock or
eight thirty bus. It Is no longer mandatory to rouse out at six In
the morning to sally forth to feed and care for livestock, T^e
routine of a busy life Is suddenly altered.lt Is as If a train were
suddenly switched to another track and the engineer snatches frantic
ally for throttle and brake as he Is carried fento stange rails and
a foreign location.

Happy Indeed Is the man or woman who has prepared themselves
to meet this new condition,At times their work may have been of such natur
nature that they have gradually drifted Into retirement all the while
fitting themselves to take up some other Interest, All too frequently
they have been so absorbed In the pursuit of the almighty dollar
that the fall to see the precipice of retirement, suddenly to find
themselves rushing headlong Into they know not what. Too often the man
who all his life hag been used to hard physical labor finds himself
facing years of presumed Idleness and the prospect Is terrifying. He
wanders aimlessly up and down the streets of some small provincial
town or becomes another digit on the door of some apartment suite
In the larger cities.

What a waste ! Here are men and women who have had the
experience of life and who could In some form or another pass that
experience and knowledge ma, for even a few years, on to a generation
that frantically searches for answers that were known to generations
thousands of years before.

But how to be articulate to our fellow men .That Is the
question, A university education may equip a man to face life
better prepared to make use of what talents he may possess but it
does not equip him with the knowledge of halng lived,In other
words,Instructions, with apprpprlate diagrams, on how to change
the diapers on a baby Is scant Information compared to the
struggle of grabbing the unfortunate Infand by the heels with
one hand and at the same time swathing It In a three cornered
cotton contraption with the other at the same time trying desperately
not to spear the squirming Imp with a large saftey pin, I might add
an §slde here. The so called safety pin Is not safe till It Is
snapprd closed.

\ /
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A CHUCKLE .

Teaching school ha<5 Its funny side. Here are some some gems
we have collected. Content and orthography are unchanged.(C©m-
pliments of the M.B.P.E. News)

1. please ackuse John being asent J,^. 28,29»_2p, 32 and 33 3.

2.Marge could not come to school because she was bothered with
very close veins.

3. John has been absent flrom school because he had two teeth
taken out of his face.

^.Please excuse Gloria.She has been sick and under the doctor.

5- My son is under the doctor's car and should not take p.e. classes

6. Please excuse Joe Friday he had loose vowels.

7. Please excuse Blanche from P.E.Yesterday she fell out of a
tree and missplaced her hip.

8.Please excuse Joyce from jym. She is administratlng.

9.Carlos was absent from school yesterday because he was play
ing football. He was hit in the growing pad.

16. Please excuse Johnny from being. It was his father's fault.

llPlease excuse Diane from being absent yesterday. She was ill
bed with Gramps.

12 Mary Ann was absent 11/15 because she had a fever, sore
throat, headache, .and upset stomach, her sister was also
sick-fever sore throat, her brother had a low grade temp
and a gall over. I was'nt feeling the best either, sore
throat, fever. There must be flu going around.Even her ^
father got hot last night.

13. Dear Mrs I think it will be OK for Brian to go out
at recess and noon hour as his cold is better. I left
him out last nischt.
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If today were alljtheu life woulfl not be worth living.
But tomorrow is promised if today we do all that we can
To make tomorrow show the effect of v/hat \<e do today
That the sum of all effort of ours today
May result in happiness for someone tomorrow.
That, and that alone, in 1 succeeding tomorrows
Will bring happiness and peace of heart.

Too often we fault others when the fault lies with us.
Life passes with such a rush that we take little time
To use the mind God gave each, to ihink through to the other side
And see the problem that faces that neighbor of ours.
All too often the fault we lay on him should never have left our door
Had we stopped as we hastened out and looked in the mirror
We would have seen the same fault staring us in the face.

God in his ivisdom made it possible for us to smile.
So let us smile in greeting, it's the least that we can do.
It may help the other fellow along the next weary mile
It may even push a cloud aside and let the sunshine through.
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Along the Blrtle 'Trail- W.S.Scarth.

These vignettes are merely jottings on some of the

tales--all of them based on actual happenlngs--that were

associated with the smiles and tears of a devleoplng

community. When my Father reached Blrtle lnj.1886 the

country for miles around was fairly well settled. Records

kept by The Blrtle Eye Witness Indicate that the earliest

homesteaders came in 1878-79» almost on the heels of

the suryeyors. The first "guessing game " of the prairies

was about over. Everyone had attempted to anticipate the

location of the trans continental railroad when early

survey activities seemed to Indicate it would head north

west somewhere between Blrtle and the present Rossburn.

This accounted for much of the early homesteadlng In

that area. Final location hinged on the best approach to

the available passes through the Rockies and when the

railway route was changed from the ^ellowhead to the

Kicking Horse west of Calgary, there must have been some

soul searching,even In those days, as to the future role

of a railway In the prairie economy.

The franchise granted the C.P.R. In the then youthful

Province of Manitoba precipitated the provincial fight

against railway monopoly and Independent builders and

promoters appeared on the scene. One of these was to

undertake cbhstruction of the Manitoba &Northwestern

Railway
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Railway, "branching off the main C.P.R, at Portage La

Prairie and presumably heading north-west to a promised

and long-neglected land of milk and honey* Even at the

early stage, governments both federal and provincial,

were somewhat weary and Justifiably suspicious of rail

way financing. The age of McKenzie and Mann with their

Canadian Northern had not yet dawned-- and the well Womn

path they would later make to Ottawa was still far from

smooth. Sir John A. and Donald A.Smith having left the

surface a little stony.



The cslnt^er and the qons?.

It wag \ Sunda7 mornlncr ancl having nothln>a better to

do I took a walk in the city.There were not many people

walking that day but plenty of traffic rushing by. A few

blocks down the street a park beckoned me. It was almost

a long city bloc^ square.Slatted seatSf uainted green,

were evident everywhere, spaced conveniently apart, quite

often sheltered by shrubbery. Here and there couples ,

even foursomes, occupied some.of them.Selecting one that

looked to be out of earshot of the others I sat down, put

my hands behind my head and leaned back to enjoy the May

sunshine. Th"it part of Eondon in May is lovely and this

Sunday it was exceptionally so.

My mind idly wmdered to other times and other scenes,

other parts of the world.Faces of people I had met and

known for a short while came back to me and I wondered

what had become of them all. One I especially remembered,

not the face so much as the voice.This young woman and I

had spent a lot of time together one summer. I had met her

at a dance in a small Saskatchewan town.She had come with

a paxty of friends who, as the '^vening wore on,were evidently

enjoyding more than their share of good spirits.We had met

briefly as tag partners in a social two step.I was tagged

by a young chap who was evidently of the opinion that my

partner was his especial property. Being a stranger there

I did not ignore the tag, but. thanked my partner and turned

to tag someone else. As I - turned away our eyes met for

^ t)rief instant and I thought I saw a shade of annoyance
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cross her face. I someone else but the two-step

was soon over. During the rest of the evening I found myself

w?.tching the young womaUj and once^across the dance floor

our eyes met. Finally toward the end of the evening I took

courage in both hands,as they say, walked across the floor

ani asked her for the n'^st dance. She accepted without

hesitation. As we danced I supaose we sort of sized each

other up. Talked of this and that ^nd I told her I was just

visiting in the district. When she asked where,! told her

of the people I was staying with. She gave me a quick glance

and said,'*Th^ are my neighbors.You see I am visiting too.

I am staying with an uncle and aunt for the summer but I

am a long way from home and do not quite understand all your

Canadian customs . I came with a party of young people this

evening.They invited me to come and Uncle and Aunt said it

would be all rl^ht but I don't like the way the boys are

drinking, especially the driver."

Her remark about our Canadian customs, roused my

curiosity and I asked her where her home was. When she replied,

"The Province of Georgia , in Russia." I was astounded.Very

few people were coming out of Russia in the early 1920's.

I had heard of a few peonle getting out and coming to relatives

in Canada,But they were always; susDect^both for the ways

they said they had got out of Russla^and their fear of sur

veillance even on the part of their own relatives.They kent

mostly to themselves. There was a language barrier too -But

this young woman was different.She sooke with no accent und

her English gave no hint of a different mother tongue .For

a minute X thought she must be making uo a story but her
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attitude one of take it or leave it and quite imp

ersonal,. We danced another round or two without speaking.

I aUDoose I was dicestin? the information '^he had volun

teered about h'^rself.As we danced I suddenly felt her tense

in my arms and saw her looking at the young fellow who

had tagged us in the two-step.He had plainly had too much

to drink and was glaring at us both.I felt that there was

trouble in th-^^ wind and being a strang'^r in the district

I did^ want the kind of harassment I could see looming up

both for the girl I was dancing with and myself. The music

stopped and as I walked my partn^^r back to her seat and

thanked her for the dance, she spoke in a barely'audible

voice,"I wonder if you would take me home,I'd rather not go

home with the ones I came with.X was odd one anyway and if

you would take me I'll tell one of the s?irl s and it will be

T'l^'ht, I know. " I said I would and told her where my

car wis parked and what it looked like. A few minutes later

I slipped out of the hall ^nd presently she met me at the

car.

Slipping into the seat beside me she give a quick glance

behind and then a little sigh as of relief, "that fellow

that was looking at us when we were dancing,he's the chap

that drove our bunch here.He goes with one of the girls

in that group.He is really not too bad but when he drinks

too much he gets offensive and I don't like being pushed

round.Lately he has beep/trying to do just that." I did not

seem to have a suitable reply for the mom-nt and we drove

in silence. I was then^ and never have bee/, a chap that does

much talkinp: when driving a cir.I don't sunoose I broke
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my habit very much that night either. It wa^ not a long

drive.I was turning over the events of the evening in my

mind and wondering just who this girl by my side really

was and what was her name,A.s if guessing ray thought '^he

saidV^ou must be wond-^ring about mel'I'll bet it is not often

you come to a dance alone md -find someone to drive home.

Do you live round here? Sou said you were visiting our

neighbors."

"Jugt as you spoke, I replied , I was thinking about you

and Was wondering what your name was and how come you happened

to get to Canada,and to this part of it. I guess it is none

of my business but a guy does get curious.Here we are a

couple of young people, we dont know each other's names and

I find myself driving 7ou home from a dance to whiirh I did

not take you. The puzzling thing to me is that it does not

seem at all strange. Yes Xam.vislting Bruce and Marge Denham

but my home is in Manitoba."

" Very far from here ?"

"About one hundred and twenty miles, give or take a ^ew.

Not too fir Sast of the Manitoba Saskatchewan border.

"Do you come to see the Denhims of ten. ?''There are no

young people there."

This business of question and statement was cretting me

down a bit. Any answer I was about to give wis interrupted

by my passenger."Oh, we're nearly at Uncle's place, it

is the next gate , just by that little bunch of trees."

X could see the gate in the headlights of the car. I

could also see something else. There was another car Parked in

the shadow of the tre'^s.My companion saw it about the same

time and gave a little gasp."! roing to ask you to
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l-t me out here, hou«e Is just a few yards up the lane,

hut I don't "like the looks of that car. I think it h-longs

to Mlron, the chap that drove us to the dance." By this time

we were at the gate and I turned In the lane without storn-

Ing.The headlights showed a house not far away.It was all In

darkness hut just as we drove up someone lit a 1^mp and

we could see them looking out of the window. Stopping the

car I turned to my companion. "Looks like someone was expecting

you, waiting to put that light on anyway- I'll see you to

the door." She was out of her side of the car as quickly as

I out of mine. A<z we came to the step^the door was flung open

silhouetting a man of medium height. "So there you are, young

people, hack In good time I see, come on In, come on In !"

This was more than I had bargained on and I hesitated.The girl

sensing my reluctance took my arm and said ,"Come In,I want

you to meet my uncle.He always waits up for me when I go out

at night. Dont you Uncle ?"

Up to now I had been -standing som'^what In the shadow,Now

I saw the man pay more attention to me.A^ I moved more Into

the light I could see puzzlement In his face, then he spoke:

"Who have we here , dld'nt ^iron bring you home Ella ?" Did

dnythlnfei.hapben^-whd Is this young man ?" His voice sounded

concerned and It dawned on me that the girl who I had driven

home dld'nt •^ven know my name.

"My n^.me Is Leslie Rhomer, sir, and —"Here the .s-lrl broke

ln,"fi!lron was up to his old tricks again tonight. Uncle, only

he wss a bit worse than ususl, vou know how he 1<5 Khen he

drinks too much. I was odd one In our crowd and I asked Mr

Rhomer If he would drive me home earl'/.Mr Rhomer is vlsltlg

thefflerihamfi and came alon-' to the dance.
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Now sitting here In the p\rk with the rUimble of London

traffic all about; In retrospect I find the situation must

seem odd to anyone reading this. We had danced together a

couole of times. We had driven home together a distance of five

miles or better .1 had mentioned that neither of us knew each

other's name and yet it was not till we were to enter her

home and me°t her Uncle that X had realized that! still did

not know her name nor she mine.Now, after all the passing

years between I sudd'^nly realized that It did not matter.

Not really. Certainly It ^ was not sudden Infatuation. I had

a girl friend back home In Manitoba who meant agjteaadeal In

my scheme of things.

A couple walked across the park , Hand In hand they were

oblivious of all else round them.They walked smartly, not Just

lounging along, and found themselves a bench not far from where

I was sitting, There they seemed to be engaged in annlmated

conversation. Once in a while the girl would laugh at her compan-l-on.

It was an Infectious laugh, clear and melodious.lt was a lauph

that Included everyone within hearins: distance. To me it revived
girl

m-^mories of the night I drove a strange home from a dance to

which others had brought her .

When her uncle met us at the door I suppose it was his

perplexity as to who I was that finally set us all to laughing.

I had heard the uncle call her Llla that was all . I learned

later that her real name was Kallla, Kalila Kasmanovski , At the

time it did not dieem to matter. We all looked at each other, three

oerplexed people and then 'Llla started to laugh .It was a laugh

so clear and infectious that in a moment her Uncle and I were

grinning at each other snd then laughing with her '
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Dear JIm and Pearl; This is
somewhat of an international

concoetion. The facing wood
Is off the house in which you
were born,Jim. The foundation
stone is partly from the farm
on which the old house stood,
partly from our farm, some
from Oregon and some from
Washington. The clockwork Is:-
originally from Germany via
Clockit, Lake Geneva,Wis, It
has been fun making it for you.
Grace has'^ptft^'^he numeral
stones on,each one carrying
memories plus of the good
times we have spent with you
in Oregon and ftanitoba. May it
mark and pass uncounted happy

hours for all of you in Woodburn.



y

JkiA. iA. the. da.^ thai. ike. LoaxL hoik mojpe.) we. wLLL Aje.jjoic.e. ajixL hJutx^ be gkaxL in. Lt.
Jki/i iA ike home ofL HoAman and. ^Aoee JuAjnbuLLf of. ike HuaoJ. l^unfCA-poiLLiy. of ^LLiee
of ike fnavLnee of (Manitoba.,

Jke whaJLe cxme otvL of ike ocean if> Aee KsukixxxdtMooixxxjahkai. ii. couLd. Aee,
9i ijook a Loi of uxvLen wkene even H happened in be,
When a. weni. io nieep on ike AeoAhoAe wkene ike waieA. woa niee and deep)
^ woke up eaAjL^ in ike monninp. becmiAe ii. couLd'ni nLeep
Jke iempeji of a whaLe in /Jvoni ai an^ iime, ikiA. wkaie gvi nipki kui of hand

JoA ii woa'ni oAJLeep in ike waien bui hipk and dn^ on ike mnd!
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Oh 9 4.ee ihe. ^Lde/i cmLLza ihwt 9'v^ LivexL -in Lonjg,
AruL 9 uxdJi ike, pexinL'd Aine-oJiA. oA. 9 ua&sL io woJLk ^oa&j;
9 k&cuh ihe. ALngA-n^ ike. C-kiXtbieji ,
AnxL LajjjghLn^ peopLe, pciAA. me. by.;
9 know ikwt aye. La. coming.,
Jk£:; neapeji wiiJi kui Acyikie. djwuwA nLgh ;
9ei. 9'LL gJxuLLy. meei. ike, moAAOw whaie.veJi li. mauy bnJing.,
JoA, 9've, waJLkeA. ikoAe. goJdejx Aijie.eJLA,
Ami 9've keaJuL ike. ckLLdjien.-,^Ainy /
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The dark green field of grain v,*as tossing .-iith the force of the wind.

The trees waved their "branches in response

And all the elves laughed gleefully as they danced.

The moon smiled do^vn upon the scenesit*s light

Creating fairy wands upon the sward; the waters of the lake

Swept in dreamy murmur through the reeds.

The drowsy ducks drifted here and yon^safe on the lake* s dark bosom.

A loon -.Yith eerie ciy gave sudden sobbing sound,then all was stilly

Night took over, the shadows falling soft frofn hill to hill.



JAe whaJe. came, occt of. the. ocdan io Aee wluvt JJl oowLd Aea.y
iook a Loi. of waiajt wkejia. eee/t -ut hoLppensji io 6e.

(^Aeji -ii. weai. ia /iLejep on ike. AeajikoAe. wkejia. ike. i^ajiejL wola naie. and. deepf
9i woke LLp eanLy. ons. monnin^ hecxuiAe ii. cauldJi'i ALe.ep,
Jke iampen. of a wkaia. Ia AhoJti ai any. iime, iktA wkaia. gx>i nigki oui of handj
JoA. ui woAndi oAkeep in. ike waien. hui kigk. and dny on ike AondJ
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Dear Mr. Turnbull,

Yoho National park
Field, British Columbia
8 June, 1970

Thank you for your letter of k June,
Mrs, Booth was very kind in giving us copies of her father's
book, so I shall return your copy to you immediately.

One area in which you could perhaps help us is in
oxu" search for material regarding Mr. Partridge's connection
with Ben Lloyd, The Farmers' Educational League, and The
Furrow. I believe that Mr, Partridge contributed articles
to the latter, perhaps from I926 to 1928. Any information
you might have regarding the paper, the League, or Ben
Lloyd would be very helpful. Also, any printed material
you might have, especially copies of The Furrow prior to
1930, would be greatly appreciated.

Thank you very much for writing a summary of your
association with Mr. Partridge. We have not yet received
a copy from Mrs, Booth, but I am sure she will forward it
to us. I imagine we will have many more questions to ask
you once we have read it.

Yoircs truly,
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