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Manitoba 4~H Clubs
Certificate of Appreciation

This Certificate is presented to =

My and Mys. Norman Turnbull

in appreciation of the support and assistance given to 4-H

in the Province of Manitoba. =
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When through one man,a 1litfle more love
and D'oodnequ r‘a 11tf1e more ll&ht and trufh
come 1nto the world then thit mans life hag meaning.

From May! s buletin Board

T Decs 1976



NFINISHED TOWERS.

For which of you, intending to
build a tower,sitteth not down first,
and counteth the cost,whether he have
sufficlent %o finish itZlest haoly, after he
hath 13i1d the foundation,nd is not able to
finish it, all that behold it begin to
mock him. Saying, This man bezan to build,
and was not able to finish.LUKE 14:28.30,

Dear Kalllg:

One of the most perplexing things 1in every
day life 1s our relationship one to another.Here am I,
writing to you like thisg,knowling th:it in this world at
least we will neter meet again. 3o often I me=t people
who remind me of you.I think we , as humans , sense
integrity in othsrs.For our own lack of it we are un-
prepared to speak or make any advance to the other person
and like ships in the night, w= dip our lights in salute am
and pass quietly by.One remembers with delight the integrity
of inother Tellow beins.
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We are wise beyond 211 learning,
l; In this world that we have made
that we treasure&

i sthemselves beyond a doubt

at most could do without.

Ignorant men in public offilce

Their sole idea to fill their purse

If not their wallets, then thelr btmage

It's hard to say which is the worse.

Their*s is but a brplsht reflection
Atarnre — Of the public stand behind,

We, the people who ele~t them,

"Are seldom of a constant mind.-

/f«42%4
cstf(/').'l'i(’
/Léggtd
e Betly o iirn olud

e Gy Sorren

g

o e

Who can sall a ship of state

When the crew are torn with doubt,
Who can vilot true the course

dhen the buoys are moved about

No one but a fool would muster
Courage to attempt the task

When from a million different throats
Cd%e q million different anspers

fo What is it that you ask ?
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We will not he=d the record, 7
Written plainlyd/to our south #ov o R,

) We wateh a nationz%ﬁglgigggg%ggmggg%ﬁg
@deﬁﬂﬁ}owwm But still bvelieve (the wordsyor mou e
T How can the truth then still be living
= T When we(believe® not what we see
Or do we look with eyes'ghggfﬁééénot a
(:z;;ii:f ~> When we shout prosperity !
No nation can be prosperous,
When it's head 1s sunk in slime

¢¢£M04 ~4+Eh the future td€sed in gutters
; And a vote costs but a dime P4 el :
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a,uf/é' \ When g-‘-’promﬂ:se&‘gbut n er‘fnledge

v klyhuf?figui, ~To be broken with no lapse of time
chi_,,/jéé:H‘; When heads are full of learning
And brains are as emoty as can be
When only eyes are used for envy
Not a goodly, Godly,world to see.
Then what good is all our (Xe T
All the pulpit prate and fire
When to win is all essential,
And we idolize the liar.
Loose the bonds of federation
Ur remake them if xtk you will
But do¢ it quckly do it soonly

A/Q Before a brother's blood yxwr we spill.
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Romans 8

o

from The New Aﬁerican Bible

For all who are being led by the Spirit of God, these are
sons of God.

For you have not received a spirit of slavery leading to fear
again, but you have received a spirit of adoption as sons by
which we cry out, "Abba ! Father %

The Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit that we are
children of God. ..
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Gome with me on fancy's flight
To realms afar, unknown,
Journey with me on trails of light

Where no other man has gone,.

Give me your hand let me share with you
My treasures of the road
We will talk as we walk on trails) new

And share each other's load

As we pass along each darksome spot

There will be times we may forget
That we are two and yet are not ,

Just two strangers scarcely met .



A man is what he makes of himself; he fashions himself on the
on the anvil of his nature. @he heats of his desire determine what
the hammer of circumstance will form. In his weaughting he may touch
thea lives of many. He may choose to retire within himself and the
ring of his anvil becomes more faint as the yeafé DISShi el s
efforts be unselfish and failure a challenge toattemptxé§§§§§§§§§§§x

more greatly inevitably success wi] ¢ffaw nearer

1

fbhf fbhf fbhf fbhf f£bhf fbhf fbhf Jngj jngj Jjngj engj Jjngj jngj
Vi€ fvhf fvhf fvhf fvhf fvhf fvhf fvhf fvhf fvhf fvhf fvhf fvhf £vhf
PP PP FPhPE PR PhPt PhPt FhPE FhPt ndv AnSv Gdndv Ondyv Jndy Jndy
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There will be no other response to this letter unless you
answer in the affirmative. If you do not answer than please
consider the whole matter betwesnus closed and 'do not ever
mention having met me.That way 1s best for both of us and
thus there will be no regrets. We have never met !

Yours very truly,

Jonathan Toadinmud.
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The days at school were long and strange. Different entirely
to being at home with dad and mother. Heee one had others to play
with, girls and boys. there were lessons to learn and at recess
games to play. Recess's were fun even on winter days. There were
drifts of snow in winter, to build forts in and to climb,or slide
down, bluffs sheltered the chool yard from the bitter winds and
it was just plain good to get out and tear round. Those hard
desks and their harder seats were certainly not conducive to
rest of any kind, physical or mental.

Not far from the school +thers were hills and a pretty valley.
In early spring these hills were a profusion of wild crocus. In
winter they provided skiing and sliding for the more venturesome
and perhups more affluent pupils. Then when the noon hour afforded
more ‘time the whole school would be off down the road to the
hills and the owners of skis would show off their prowess. The
mors daring of the boys would always be watched by a cluster of
girls who doubtless hoped that perhaps they would be offered a
dhance to try out the slopes but were more often than not ignored.

In summer the days were longer,

y the prairies colored with flowers:
“the children walked to school along

winding roads and trailsg,

scuffing up the dust with bare feet
some wayside puddle, the delightful
up between calloused toes. Perhaps
sturdier men and women, who knows ?
Mons, hold many of the answers. The

or on wet days mudding up
feeling of cool mud oozing

those dags had the makings of
Vimy Ridge, Passchendale, Ypres,
years 1939-45 hold still more.

These latter were the shameful years when humanity witnessed
genoacide unimaginable., lhen young men biickened the tops of
freight ears travelling east, west , across Canada. The cumulative
years when all the wrongs of the Gregt Depression and the

infamous treaties of 1914-18 aftermath grew together into an

explosive bomb of humanity which in

turn was tossed by a mad

subbaltern into a world already secthing in chaos.

In the years of the small country school there were often

more things learned than simple A, B, Csj or the Three Rs.

The

solitary child of a homesteading family found himself mixing with £
families numbering anywhere from four to eight, with vartddmssizes
of brothers and sisters. iith due directness any symptom of
interest between the sexes was singled out and the participents
gquite often given the treatment of much ribsld teasing.As many of t
the pupils walked home together along the main roads leading to

the school there would be groups engaged in some prank or another.
Woe betide the small boy who offered to carry the books of some
small girl who seemed to him to be worthy of the effort, at least
for the time being. Perhaps the emancipation of women started

roots along many a country road.



There was 1little permissiveness in the growing generation
of those days either from parents or the peer groups among the
growing adolesecents in th= early part of the century. Many 2
em31l smart aleck got his ears well warmed when helscuffiled up
dust in front of senior zirls durinz the tramp home along a
dusty lane on a hot summer afterncen. Some life-long romances

budded on those walks too.Later on they blossomed into some-
thins deeper.Marriages wers antered into that lasted for a lifetime.
Divorces were unheard of and only spoken =about in whisvers.

One 1ad and las= of thst old school di=covered a life-
lonz friendship in =2 mud puddle in front of the =chool. They had
both just started to sclioel. The 2irl was one of a large family
of brothers and si=ters. The boy an only child. It was a hot
day after rain nd the mud puddle was cool and inviting for bare
feet. The meeting took place at the last recess before four o'clock.
It was hird to say who threw the first handful uof mud. Whichever
e was;there was no backing down on the part of ~ither male or
female. The gasps of horror when the palr did enter the school
proved the effectiveness of the adversaries .They were a2 pair of
semi mobile mud-babies, The Teaschers only remark was "You two
will stay in after four !" As the other scholar=s filed out at
four o'clock there were smirks and snickers and some glances of
commiseration.The last one out closed the door but left it a2 1ittle
ad jar. The teacher marched up and closed it with enouxgh force
to warn those outside of the finality of any effort to peep.

I'ne two culprits were told to come up to her desk from a drawer
of which the teacher pulled out a strap mage of two inch wide

pubber belting. The boy was told to hold out his hand.The first



stroke of the strap straightened his backbone as if a knife had

stuck himfde was darned if he was going to cry infrontof the girl!
After four on each hand his determination was wavering .The teacher
must have fully believed in squality of the sexes.The girl zot

the same as the boy and with as much muscle beshind the strap.

There were tears in the eyes of each bhut no crying. Throush age old
instinet,each had made up their mind not to cry in front of the other.
From that incident stemmed a lifelo%g friendship that though it

grew into nothing further could havecggrhdﬁz]the basis of one of

those aforementioned romances. The hoy recalled the eplisode m-=ny
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Give me a pretty meid,yet sweet and good, to wife

To share the sunrise of living life together.

Then cross the seas of time ahead we'll sail,

White cenvas billowd out and bent to weather.

May then our love o'er storms prevail,

And through the sunny hours and dark,

Will share with each the working of our barque.
God,for our compass o'er the unknown seas,

His Son,our Pilot thro' the peace and storms of life
Shall still the hasty word and lead us back to calmer shore
llhere strife by love shall tempered be ;

Till two of us become as oney—and-hand in hand

With mutual love,approach the setting of our sun.



7 gren

It ®as mid November, and the rain fell steadily
on Vancouver.It had rained all day and the lights on
Hsstinzs street were reflected off the water runninng to
the gutters.A taxi pulline to the curb opvoslte one
of the more prosperous looking Chinese retaurants dls-
char ?a passenger who casually looked both ways,up
and down the street;before he reached in the cab and p
pald the driver hi< fare.The driver evidently sald some-
thing to him because the man laurhed shrugeged his shoulders
and turned into the rétaurant.

Once inside it became evident that the customer,
if customer he was, was just not too sure of what he
should do next or where he should turn.He slipped off
low rubbers and pushed them under a coat rakk with the
toe of one shoe. Before he could remove his top coat
2 Bhinese walter approached him."Mr.Beltham ? Nr Walter
Beltham? ™

"Yeg!? The answer had in it more of surprise than
affirmation. Evidently the visitor had not expected to be
knowp,much less called by name but he covered hils surprise
with a gestion of his own.

"T'oes a Mr Yang Po own this retaurant ?"

"Will you come this way please, He," as Beltham
moved to take off his coat, " Please bring your coat
with you." Mr Po is empecting you, this way if you please2
and the waiter moved 6ff down a dimly 1lit corridor .

Ag Walter Beltham followgihis guide the stature
of the two men were remarkable in the difference as to
heizht. But that was all, Both men were straight and
walked as if military training or good ph¥sical exercise
had at one time been habitual with them. The Chinese came
only to the visitor' shoilfer hut both men walked as if
with a purpose.

Beltham stopped suddenhy as his guide turned
abruptly to the left and opened a door."Will you please
enter lr Beltham,” without walting for his wisitor to
answer the Chinese stood aside and pointed to what was
evidently =2 sitting room but of such luxury and good
taste that Walter Beltham was amazed and in his amazement
hesitated."If you will just find a chalr and make yourself
comfaktable Mr Po will be with you in a few minutes?



Ay e tene btz aricl Ah face Aedural
% W 24 MZZ%& /yzéed
o 2 waZ W%Mﬁ?m &;@%,é;/é,g

borore Haeglls G reary aorear cauld say.

Zn £ ka5 g APl n

y’mj’:{f}‘@?ﬁ ¢ e orhe Laricld %/Mm/zé,é{_
e MAMQ%/}W h

Yy Fites e e pramaics o Kol T grie

%& fé%cyzaé VO//W 2o aazrdy ReeEL j
ﬁéd? ﬂmaé’aff s Mz—ﬁz&zpdﬁq/ %ﬁz@yme

;M Oa? 2 A @laid: s Euld Ocriresgral THoce.

Zf & Fegarvi s Ao Cadte /{ge, e /A,e_c_
e 2acies A Aere o ,Zé_@wyi/cza%a s et
K gpare a, Rrrals pagb? Lot Ay el
— o " T peee
%«/} Lfovr oo -@‘—:/y eetG &P P THe Erecr”



oy peaa s B % 460 433
i ) aﬂ;@-«@i,g ! %U]ahm(ﬂ
f?f-% et Ll MM = /\% %M%)

e ] ik e : 08 7 3
(WW% ‘ ,,01,? %- aewr . .

A F0%8 ?’Wﬁar

Lebrshiy (oA
& anid ot Zilsy ik

A D retlics Yfonmy
_ A2zzcl

74&7""‘54::’7" A’M/fw—;zzwwgg
W paer gy g0 Lipm

Dt | A 4
oy G PR R
S Lyt g 1T 0]

precyd tstyed sz, Ww‘g ”,
: Y 27— AR d’?}
S 4y - et DI

mge-a;, v

¢ 5 &
i

pas |

P

Aardlus oz

%



Chrstmad — 1976

C/fﬁ # C [

THE @

From Tee ?’Jﬂl&@trtﬁ Foxwarren Pasforak Chayge.

LB ER

}ﬁ' “ZZY?A
\/ nEL N f/

(Mo

Some of ny time in retirement from
active work on the land is spent on.,
early morning walks; a mile or two or
three before breakrfast.
the place of early morning before
breakfast chores. During.those walks
the words often deturn to me, the old
“I wonder as I wander." The sense of
awe and wonder is renewed under the
early morning stars. The cloak of

sophistication is cast asicde when one .

faces creation and realizes that those
stars and plancts have swung in their
orbits since the beginning of time.
Countless as the sand of the seas,
those within our human vision werec
ngmed by"The 01d People" thousands of
years ag ey —=ndef—dheat time they
hdve not devzﬁtea in their appointed
course by onc iota nor has their app-
egrance altercd by one scecond., We
are told that beyond our &alaxy are
milllons of such galaxies that maoke
up the infin 11ty of the universe. The
rords of the poamist came to mind,

"What is mon that thou art mindful
of him?n

s

Austar gwent n
second ago ag

ar our .carth a split
moasurod by eternity.

It hersided the the Birth cf the
Son of God, Crcator of the Universe
and all it contains. As I wancder I
wonder at the great contradiection.
How does one reconeile the Birth of
Txuth with the celebrations of our
day and age ? The drinking and gam-
bling, the rank commerecialism of T, V.

Walking takes

.8eason

ond radio advertising that have

no worth other than to enhanece

and foster the sense of greed
inherent in all humonity. What
has all this to do with the Advent
and the birth of Christ ?
What a contradiction! The Man
whose birthday Christendom cele-
brates at this season,..The Babe
of Bethlehem who. encded his earthly
life on a cross, his hands and
feet pierced by the hands of those
he had healed and helped and his
side wounded by a spear of Rome,
the Man whom Ged sent into the
world to show The Vay amid the
worlds bewilderment and confusion.
In our bewilderment and confusion
we commemorate his birthdiay CXpPO8=—
ing our cheap commercialism, our
tawdry adulterated nmachine made
goods when all he asks of us is
our love and adoration.

Some of the mornings the stars are
cloud hidden. On others they hang
like jewels in the sky., A pink
glow in the Bast heralds a new day.
The stars fade with Cawn but like
the promises of God they are there,
eternal, everlasting, Sc Christma-

S Eitnca,

There is to my mind, no place at
this time of year to assess the ,?d
financial standing of the church.
Rather it behooves each and GVGry
nember and acherent to anssess theirw



owm spirituasl valucs. If we can
balance that sheet, everything eolse
will fallk Snidolplace.

There is- sonc Stewardship-Visitation.
yet to be conpleted. To those whd
have taken pert in that visitation,
our, thankg' and- appreeiation.
viisited,, Fhaonk you neighbors -for
sharing your thoughts and gifts with
ug, To all, includidg Rewv, Bob and
Margaret 3urtonanl their family, o
Jayous Christnos and a Challenging
New Year., To quote Chorles Dickeds
Piny Tin, "God Blegs us every one.

Norman Turnbull
.. for Finaonce Conmittee.:

Bob Burton reocently attended a PET
(Parent Effcetiverness Training)
Instructors eourse in Winnipeg Nov 28
~tDeigh'3,  PebJI* 18 ftrainiie prograun
for parents « to teach them the ski
they need for the nost important job
they will ewer have - 'Taising respon-
8ible chillron, ' It is not group
thorapy or sonsitivity training
session bul on educantional experience,
Parents arc.coocheld in new skills

thot they can % hore and put to
uge ‘innociately to solve-their prob-

=

(85

ake

lens in the priveey of their ¢wn hone,

W@%lo it ig strongly urged that both
"pasents enroll it is not o requiren-
ent,
the. PuiyTy hook ag''a text' plus
" workhook.

-
(84

There
- "the fee here will be $20.0qf%%
hours of instruction over 8 wcecks.
Pwo dates have boen set up for this
area — Feb 15th, T-=10 PM ( Tuesday)

4

is. & Buition. fee which vaq}e
I

2

op Feb 17th (1230 - 4:30 PM,) «dn- thepy

Binscarth Unitcd-Church 3asement.
Intercsted porents. are asked to con-
firn their interest a week before the
course storts. PS. CDfxi' fo‘f Each Pdrﬁwr
C,DL:,Pf.b A 730.00

HO RSHIP COIIlT TTHEE REPORT';'

Blest: be the tic thaot binds

Our hearts in Christian- love,
The fellowship of kindred minds
Is like to that-above.

To those

8nch parent who enrnlls receives

As Christmas time comes agoin let
us pausge to give our thanks to God
for the gift of His Son, Jesus
Christ who showed us the "way to
Jove ore another.

We invite-you, -one ant¢ all to
goervices during the Alvent. secason
andfonVinto the New Year of Y9TF7.

Binscartih 10:00aw, . Foxwarrean 11:30

‘Holy Connuniocn was cclebrated Dege 5
Dec.12 is sur servicc of infant
baptisc ' at both points.

Dee 19. Christnag Carol Servieg

T:30 P.M. in 3inscarth Chmrch -

coffee to follow.
Dog 6 - our Christmas Sundlay

P services.

'willf?esume neetings on Wed Jan® 12
¥ ot BYascarth, Thurs, Jan 13 at
Foxparren. Our suggested situdy
book is entitled "God, Man and

" Archic Bunkecr"- pleasc feel free

to “join wikh us.

Services ot Foxwarrcn have heen
greatly enhanced by the formation.
of an cnthusiastic Junior Choir
under the cepable leadership of

Florence and Frances iddiconbe,
They will welcone any new menbers.
Watch for dates regarding an
Bvangelistic prograoinl in the spring,)

. Baptisrt Information
The 0fficinl Boaxl approved the

. ..recomnendlations of the Baptisn

Stuly Committee at o recent Now.
25th meeting in Binscarth. Sone
ciof the reconmenlatisns included
the requirement of one or both
paronts being bapitizel, conformed
and . penbers in good stonding.
Where this isn't the case parents
noy .invite any nember of. the chureh
to be their. sponscr oIr prepare
thensgelves for confirnation at which
_tinme they ncke .their own. profession
of.Taith, To faocilitato. theix prep
aration , Baptismal Infornation
Kits have been preparcd and fonfir-
nation classes-will be set up sone-
“time - idn nid Februaory.



PROPOSING A TOAST TO A BRIDE.

One of the advantages of growing older is the

inereasing awarness of how little one knows . It is both
a humbling and challenginf experience. Tennyson wrote
in one of his peoms "Knowledge comes,but wisdom lingers."

When we see a young couple starting out in 1life
our natural impulse, sometimes acted upon, is to give
them what we think is good advice. Quite often it is
the other way round and age gets the good advice « That
is often the humbling part. Queie often these young eyes
heveseen thelr own challengedi%j;ife and the spirit behind
them is eager to set sail on the sea eft;yfe.

The challenging experience of age is when we see a new
home growing among us we lmow that our pioneer fathers
have not builded in vain. These young grandsons and
granddaughters of the pioneers of this district face a
future their grandparents scarcely dared dream, the difficultis
they face and the trials they maey have to pass through
although different from those of their grandparents because
of advances in scientific knowledge will be just as arduous
and their happiness over achievement and lingering wisdom
just as great.

So =2h a marriage of two young people and the start of
a new home inf the district M@/ ﬁ-cq /s ‘/
ydgﬁﬁuu;r el fZgﬁ?medl B 7] all e J&nomau«déi?j
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There 1s nothing like retirement to make a man think. Suddenly
his work , occupation, appointment or trade has come to an end. Life
as he used to live it 1is not filled with everyday problems. 1t is
not necessary longer to catch the seven-thirty, eight o'clock or
eight thirty bus. It is no longer mandatory to rouse out at six in
the morning zmd to sally forth to feed and care for livestock. The
routine of a busy life 1s suddénly altered.It is as if a traln were
suddenly switched to another track and the engineer snatches frantic-
ally for throttle and brake as he is carried &énto stange rails and
a foreign location.

Happy indecd 1is the man or woman who has prepared themselves
to meet this new condition.At times their work may have been of such natur
nature that they have gradually drifted into retirement all the while
fitting themselves to take up some other interest. All too frequently
they have besn so absorbed in the pursult of the almighty dollar
that the fall to see the precipice of retirement, suddenly to find
themselves rushing headlong into they know not what. Too often the man
who all his 1life hag been used to hard physical labor finds himself
facing years of presumed idleness and the prospect is terrifying. He
wanders aimlessly up and down the streets of some small provincial
town or becomes another digit on the door of some apartment suite
in the larger cities.

What a waste ! Here are men and women who have had the
experience of life and who could in some form or another pass that
experience and knowledge mm, for even a few years, on to a generation
that frantically searches for answers that were known to generations
thousands of years before.

But how to be articulate to our fellow men .That is the
question. A university education may equip a man to face life
better prepared to make use of what talents he may possess but it
does not equip him with the knowledge of haing lived.In other
words,instructions, with apprppriate diagrams, on how to change
the dilapers on a baby is scant information compared to the
struggle of grabbing the unfortunate infand by the heels with
one hand and at the same time swathing it in a three cornered
cotton contraption with the other at the same time trying desperately
not to spear the squirming imp with a large saftey pin. I might add
an gside here.The so called safety pin is not safe till it is
snapprd closed.
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A CHUCKLE .
Teaching school has its funny side. Here are some some gems
we have collected. Content and orthography are unchanged. (Com-
pliments of the N.B.P.E. News)
I. Please ackuse John being asent Jan. 28,29,30, 32 and 33

2.Mlarge could not come to school because she was bothered with
very close velins.

3. John has been sbsent firom school because he had two te=th
taken out of his face.

4,Please excuse Gloria.She has been sick and under the doctor.
5. My son is under the doctor's car and should not take p.e. classes.
6. Please excuse Joe Friday he had loose vowels.

7. Please excuse Blanche from P.E.Yesterday she fell out of a
tree and missplaced her hip.

8.Please excuse Joyce from Jym. She is administratine.

9.Carlos was absent from school yssterday because he was play-
ing football. He was hit in the growing pad.

16. Please excuse Johnny from being. It was his father's fault.

11Please excuse Diane from being absent yesterday. 3he was ihm
bed with Gramps.

12 Mary Ann was absent 11/15 because she had a fever, sore
throat, headache, and upset stomach, her sister was also
sick-fever sores throat, her brother had a low grade temp
and a Zall over. I was'nt feeling the best either, sore
throat, fever. There must be flu roing around.Even her .
father got hot last night.

13. Dear Mrs--- I think it will be OK for Brian to zo out

it recess and noon hour as his cold is better. I left
him out last night.
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If today were allthen life would not be worth living.
But tomorrow is promised if today we do all that we can
To make tomorrow show the effeet of what we do today
That the sum of all effort of ours today

May result in happiness for someone tomorrow.

That, and that alone, in all succesding tomowrows

Will bring happinesg and peace of heart.

Too often we fault others when the fault lies with us,

Life passes with such a rush that we teke little time

To use the mind God gave each, to think through to the other side
And see the problem that faces that neighbor of ours.

A1l too often the fault we lay on him should never have left our door
Had we stopped as we hastened out and looked in the mirror

We would have seen the same fault staring us in the face.

God in his wisdom made it possible for us to smile,

So let us smile in greeting, it's the least that we can do,
It may help the other fellow along the next weary mile

It may even push a cloud aside and let the sunshine through.
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Along the Birtle Trail. We.3. Scarth.

These vignettes are merely jottings on some of the
tales--3l1ll of them based on actual happenings--that were
associated with the smiles and tears of a devleoping
community. When my Father reached Birtle ini1866 the
country for miles around was fairly well gettled. Records
kept by The Birtle Eye Witness indicate that the earliest
homesteaders came in 1878-79, almdst on the heels of
the suryeyors. The first "gues<=ing game " of the prairies
was about over. Everyone had attempted to anticipate the
location of the trans continental railroad when early
survey activities seem=d to indicate it would head north
west somewhere between Birtle and the present Rossburn.
This accounted for much of the early homesteading in
that area, Final location hinged on the best approach to
the available passes through the Rockles and when the
railway route was changed from the Yellowhead to the
Kickineg Horse west of Calgary, there must have been some
soul searching,even in those days, as to the future role
of a railway in the prairie economy.

The franchise granted the C.P.R. in the then youthful
Province of Manitoba precipitated the provincial fizht
against rallway monopoly and independent builders and

promotors appeared on the scene. One of these was to
undertake ‘cohstruction of ths Manitoba &Northwestern

Railway



o
Railway, branching off the main C.P.R. at Portage La
Prairie and presumably heading north-west to a promlised
and long-neglected land of milk and honey. Even at the
early stage, governments both federal and provincial,
were somewhat weary and jumtifiably suspicious of rail-
way financing., The age of McKenzie and Mann with their
Canadian Northern had not yet dawned-- and the well Wormn
path they would later make to Ottawa was still far from
smooth, Sir John A. and Donald A.Smith having left the

surface a little stony.



The singer and the song.

It was 2 Sunday morning andhavine nothing better to
do I took a walk in the city.There were not many peovple
walking that day but plenty of traffic rushing by. A few
blocks down the street 2 park beckoned me. It was almost
2 long city block square.Slatted seats, painted green,
were evident everywhere, spaced conveniently spart, quite
often sheltered by shrubbery. Here and there couvples ,
even foursomes, occupled qome_éf them. Selecting one that
looked to be out of earshot of the others I sat down, put
my hands behind my head and leaned back to enjoy the May
sunshine. Thait part of London in May is lovely and this
Sunday it was exceptionally so.

My mind 1dly wandered to other times and other scenes,
other parts of the world.Faces of people I had met and
known for a short while came back to me and I wondered
what had become of them all. One I especially remembered,
not the face so much as the voice.This younzg woman and I
had spent a lot of time tozether one summer. I had met her
at a2 dance in a small Saskatchewan town.She had come with
a party of friends who,as the ~vening wore on,were evidently
enjoyéng more than th=ir share of zood spirits.We had met
briefly as tag partners in a social two step.I was tazoed
by a young chap who was evidently of the ovinion that my
partner was his especial property. Being qlqtrangmr there
I d4id not ignore the tag, but. thanked my partner and turned
to tag someone else. As I . turned AWy our eyes met for

a brief instant and I thouzht I saw a2 shade of annoyance
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cross her face. I tazgzed someone =lse but the two-step
was soon over., During the rest of the evening I found myself
watching the young woman, and once,across the dance floor
our eyes met. Finally toward the =nd of the evening I took
courage in both hands,as they say, walked across the floor
ani agked her for the nezt dance. She accepted without
hesitation. As we danced I supnose we sort of sized each
other up. Talked of this and that and I told her I was just
visiting in the district.When she asked where,I told her
of the people I was staying with.She gave me a quick glance
and said,"They are my neighbors.You see I am visiting too.
I am staying with an uncle and aunt for the summer but I
am 2 lonz way from home 2nd do not quite understand all your
Canadian customs . I came with a party of young people this
evening. They invited me to come and Uncle and Aunt said it
would be all right but I don't like the way the hoys are
drinking, especially the driver.™

Her remark about our Canadian customs, roused my
curlosity and I asked her where her home was. When she replied,
"The Province of Georzia , in Russia," I wasg astounded.Very
few people were coming out of Russia in the early 1920 a.
I had heard of a few peonle zettinz out and coming to relatives
in Canada,But they were alwaye susnect both for the ways
they said they had =zot out of Russia, and their fear of sur-
velllance sven on the part of their own relatives, They kepnt
mostly to themselves, There was 2 language barrier too .But
this younz woman was different.Shes =voke with no acecent and
her English gave no hint of a different mother tonzue .For

2 minute I thouzht she must be making up a story but her
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attitude was one of take it or leave it and quite imp-
ersenal. We danced another round or two without speaking.

I supvose I was digesting the information =she had volun-
teered about herself.As we danced I suddenly felt her tense
in my arms and saw her looking at the young fellow who

had tageed us in the two-stev.He had plainly had too much
to drink and was glaring at us both.I felt that there was
trouble in the wind and beinz 2 strang~r in the district

I diif&ant the kind of harassment I could see looming up
both for the girl I was dancing with and myself. The music
stooped and as I walked my partner back to her seat and
thanked her for the dance, she spoke in a barely amdible
voice,"I wonder if you would take me home,I'd rather not go
home with the ones I came with.I was odd one anyway and if
you would take me I'll tell one of the girls and it will be
21l right, I know." I said I would and told her where my
car wis parked and what it looked 1ike. A few minutes later
I slipped out of the hall -nd presently she met me at the

car.
Slipping into the seat beside me sh= gave 1 quick zlance

behing and then a little sizh as of relief. "Fhat fellow
that was looking at us when we were dancing,he's the chap
that drove our bunch here.He goes with one of the zirls

in that group.He is really not too bad but when he drinks
too much he gets offensive and I don't like being pushed
round.Lately he has beeq&rying to do just that." I did not
seem to have a sultable reply for the mom=nt and we drove
In silence. I was then, and never have beesa chap that does

much talking when driving a c¢sr.I don't sunpose I broke
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my habit very much that night either.It was not a long
drive.I was turning over the ~vents of the evening in my
mind and wondering just who this girl by my side really

was and what was her name, As if guessing my thought =he
saidyYou must be wondering about me¥#'11 bet 1t is not often
you come to a dance 3lone nd find someons to drive home.

Do you live round here? ¥ou said you were visiting our
neighbors.®

"Just as you spoke, I r=plled , I was thinking about you
and was wondering what your name was and how come you hippened
to zet to Canada,and to this part of it.I guess it is none
of my business but a guy does get curilous.Here we are a
couple of young people, we dont know 2ach other's namess and
I find myself driving vou home from a dance to whieh I did
not take you. The puzzling thing to me is that it does not
seem at all strange. Yes I amvisiting Bruce and Marge Denham
but my home is in Manitoba.™

" Very far from here 2"
"About one hundrasd and twenty miles, zive or take a few.
Not too far East of the Minitoba Saskatchewan border.
"Do you come to s=2 the Denhams often.?"There are no
young people there."

This business of question and statement was cetting me
down a blt. Any answer I was ibout to give wais interrupted
by my passenger."Oh, we're nearly at Uncle's place, it
1s the next gate , just by that 1ittle bunch of trees.”

I could see the gate in the headlichts of the car. I
could also s=e something else.There was another car parked in
the shadow of the tre~s.liy companion saw it about the same

time and gave =2 little gasp."I was coinz to ask you to



1-t me out here, the house is just a few yards up the lane,
but I don't 1ike the looks of that car.I think it b~longs

to Miron, the chap that drove us to the dance." By this time
we were at the gate and I turmed in the lane without stoon-
ing. The headlights showed a house not far away.Ilt was all in
darknegs but just as we drove up someone 1it a 1l:amp and

wa could see them looking out of the window. Stopping  the
car I turned to my companion. "Looks llke someone was expecting
you, walting to put that light on anyway. I'11 see you to

the door." She was out of her side of the car as gqulckly as

I out of mins. A« we came to the step;the door was flung open
silhouetting a man of medium helght. "So there you are, young
people, back in zood time I see, come on in, come on in !"
This was more than I had bargained on and I hesitated.The =ir?
sensing my reluctance took my arm and said ,"Come in,I want
you to meet my uncle.He always walts up for me whenI go out
a2t nicht. Dont you Uncle 7"

Un to now I had been =tanding som-what in the shadow,Now
I saw the man pay more attention to me.A¢ I moved more into
the light I could see puzzlement in his face,then he spoke:
"Who have we here , did'nt Miron bring you home Lila ?" Did
Unythink_ hapbeny-~whd is this young man ?" His voice sounded
concerned and 1t dawned on me that the zirl who I had driven
home did'nt ~ven know my name.

"My n-me is Leslie Rhomer, sir, and--"Here the zirl broke
in,"Miron was up to his ©ld tricks again tonicht, Uncle, only
he was a bit worse than u=susl, vou know how he is when he
drinks too much.I was odd one in our crowd and I asked Mr
Rhomer if he would drive me home earlv.Mr Rhomer is wisitig

theMerihams and came slone to the dance.
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Now sit:ting here in the park with the rumble of London
traffic 211 about; in retrospect I find the situation must
seem odd to anyone reading this., We hsd danced tozether a
counle of times.We had driven home together a distance of five
miles or better .I had mentioned that neither of us knew =ach
other's name and yet it was not till we were to enter her
home and me=t her Uncle that I had realized that.l still did
not know her name nor she mine.Now, after all the passing
years between I suddenly realized that it 4id not matter.

Not really. Certainly 1t £ was not sudden infatuation. I had
2 Zirl friend back home in Manitoba who meant = great deal in

my scheme of things.

A couple walked across the park , Hand in hand they were
oblivious of all else round them.They walked smartly, not just
lounging along, and found themselves 2 bench not far from where
I was sitting, There they seemed to be engaged in anmimated
conversation.Once in a while the girl would laugh at her companion
It was an infectious laugh, clear and melodious.It was a lauch
that included everyone within hearinc ii;tqnce.To me it revived
memories of the night I drove a qtrangerhome from a dance to
which others had brought her .

When her uncle met us at the door I suppose it was his

perplexity as to who I was that finally set us all to laughing.
I had heard the uncle call her Lila that was all . I learned

later that her real name was Kalila, Kalila Kasmanovski . At the

time it d4id not &eem to matter.We 21l looked at each other, three
perplexed people and then 'Lila'started to laugh .It was a laugh

so clear and infectious that in a moment her Uncle and I were

grinning at each other and then laughing with her
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Dear Jim and Pearl: This is
somewhat of an international
concottion. The facing wood

is off the house in which you
were born,Jim. The foundation
stone is partly from the farm
on which the old house stocd,
partly from our farm, some
from Oregon and some from
Washington. The clockwork Iass
originally from Germany via
Clockit, Lake Geneva,Wis. It
has been fun making it for you.
Grace has/pit 4he numeral
stones on,each one carrying
memories plus of the good
times we have spent with you
in Oregon and Manitoba. May it
mark and pass uncounted happy
Hours for all of you in Woodburn.

?17@ all Poits ek D
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]ﬁaatﬁedaytﬁaitﬁeloadﬁaiﬁmaﬁé, we will nejoice and htectt be glad in it.
This in the home of Homman and Grace Jumnbull, of the Runal Munjcipallty of {llice
éf the Province of Manitoba.

The whale came out of the ocean 1§ sce wmhternctworeeawhhat it could see,
9¢ took a Lot of waten whene ever it happened Zo be.
When it went #o aleep on the searhone whene the water was nice and deep,
§t woke up early in the moaning because i could’nt aleep
Jhe tempen of a whale in shont at any Zime, thin whale got night dut of hand
Fon it wan'nt asleep in the water but high and dny on the sand!



DISPENSATIONS.

Oh 9 see the do,o[den citien that 9'vé Lived in l.ongz beﬂane
And 9 walk the pecuz,é'd stneets an 9 wsed to walk of yone;
9 hean the ainging of the childnen ,

And laugfuing pe,opf.e pass me 6du,;

9 know Zhat age {4 coming,

Jhe: . neaper with his scythe dnaws nigh ;

Vet 9'LL gladly meet the morrow whatever it may bring,

Fon 9've walked those golden streets,

And 9've hearnd the children- aing !



The dark green field of grain was tossing with the force of the wind.

The trees waved their branches in response

And all the elves laughed gleefully as they danced.

The moon smiled down upon the scenesit's light

Creating fairy wands upon the sward; the waters of the lake

Swept in dreamy murmur through the reeds,

The drowsy ducks drifted here and yonlsafe on the lake's dark bosom.

A loon with eerie cry gave sudden sobbing sound,then all was stil;;

Night took over, the shadows falling soft from hill to hill.



The whale came out of the ocdan o see what it could see,

9¢ took a lot of waten whene ewen it happened %o be.

When it went #o aleep on the seachonre whenre the water was nice and deep,

9t woke up eruzlé; one morning because it couldh'z A,[,e.ep.

Jhe temper of a whate in shont at any time, Zhis whate got right out of hand,
Fon ut wasn't arkeep in the water but high and dny on the asandl
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Yoho Natiomnal Park
Field, British Columbia
8 June, 1970

Dear Mr, Turnbull,

Thank you for your letter of 4 June.
Mrs. Booth was very kind in giving us copies of her father's
book, so I shall return your copy to you immediately.,

One area in which you could perhaps help us is in
our search for material regarding Mr. Partridge's connection
with Ben Lloyd, The Farmers' Educational League, and The
Furrow. I believe that Mr, Partridge contributed articles
to the latter, perhaps from 1926 to 1928. Any information
you might have regarding the paper, the League, or Ben
Lloyd would be very helpful. Also, any printed material
you might have, especially copies of The Furrow prior to
1930, would be greatly appreciated,

Thank you very much for writing a summary of your
association with Mr. Partridge. We have not yet received
a copy from Mrs. Booth, but I am sure she will forward it
to us. I imagine we will have many more questions to ask
you once we have read it.

Yours truly,

R
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