
SINTAI.UTA TRAILS

* I alwayp love thie time o"^ yuar ant; this viov;

of the Q.uhpelle valley,'* ^
The woman apealcinj', wr.*^ reatec'. on a hill overlooking

the Q.uapelle valley north of Sintaluta. She war of

medium height and> although her hair war almost v;hite

tht= face and eyes "beneath it were serene and calm.

The man seated at her side took his pipe from hie

%mouth and pointing with the stem of it said,"This part fea

has*nt changed much ober the years, this hill not at

all. It is forty years since .I first saw

this- valley. The road yonder'I v;aving to t^he north east

with his pipe, "has been built higher and wider , that

is all. All else is unchanged and if we wait a few

minutes longer we hear th® Ijhip-^oor- tvill start

his evening song'.Yes, spring in the i^uapelle valley "

he stopped there and said no more. He was s, tall man

and hlr^ haii' was' iron grey, his eyes had crinkles round

their corners as if they had squinted a long tine

sgainst'svui or snow. He rat still, p'l-pe in mouth

gazing north acrors the valley.

The woman rat muring too, glancing from time to

time at her comprnioi^ then in a low voice she broj^e
their friendly silence. "You loved her very much,

did*nt you ?"There was a pathetic undei'tone of entreaty
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in tht; ^mari^ '.YorclP> as she already knew the answer^L—
$^U,>rS(^ Ol^ ^Lb ^

more a statement of fact than a question. There was no

answer (from her companion for a few moments but he had

grown very still. Then, "How did you know ?" and without

•,7aiting fov an answer md still loo.cing across the va,lley.

'Ves , Che. was my first love, we were both the same age a

and young together. Oh" with r short laugh,"there were

others, girls ot school, puppy love I suppose you'd

call it, but this was something different altogether.

Oh well_^iji^

Again the unfinished sentence and the woman felt

that the man^^f^er sT^ had said those same words many

"times and tha.t the incomplete sentence was like the

romance of long ago, unfinished.

" "How did you know?" This time the man turned and

looked squarely at hie companion.

"Ihave never told anyone else and this district

must have forgotten long ago 1*^ it ever too^any interest

at the time. Even my own family knew nothing much. It
was

was just one of those things that it 3(£/better to

•forget

"Except that you never ha.ve forgotten have you?"

Again the p.nthetic quality of tone. "How did.I laiow ?

Well you se^girls sometimes ha«e girl friends, and,

francle was mine, besides she was^ray cousin . You never

met me, I was away at Indian Head when you were here

that spring. But I saw you once. You were with her

at a Chata-uqua night in Indian B^ad,remember ?
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The mF,n sat otaring out across thts shadowing

valley aiodrtiizi not answer and the woj^an continued. ^

** I think I know -^'rr.ncie better than most. Knew her

wildness and despair, perhaps could see clearly

than ^'rancle herself the road she was taking. There

were times when you could *nt reason with her,she

was like faer father in those moods.

hesitated and then weriCon.

^'Then you crme along. She never had time for
sjqpcHx: x mmn
any of us then. I have never seen suc.h a change in

anyone. She seemed to mature end quieten , become

more of a v^aman and less o-^ a hoyden,, .^a^-^he told me all

• about youjj^

**Hmph, "''.he man interupted her;^, "There was'nt

much to tell. Something, in his tone gare his companion ij&

the idea thaj^ he did not want to reopen old sores and rloB

she Sat ^uiexW watching the evening eha.dows ^ensen^ and

creep across the coulees the valley.

Just ae the man had predicted the "^vhip-j^Sborr

"Will started his evening song and in no time the valley

was echoing with tho notes o-r reply, melodious and clear,

i'he man rose to his -^ect, pocketing his pipe oXXbSKSXaXK

H«j reached out a hand to the still seated woman and

pulled he?»up beside him. Together they stood for a moment

e^ch lost in thought. Presently the woman spoke.

"You had a snap shot taken on this hill did*nt

you ? You and your friend Lar '̂y Crraham^pnd "^rancie stood
between you. She showed me a print you had given her



"You hs,v*nt chpnged much Jim, the years ha?re been kind to

you. I think I ^ecognized you very soon after you came •

even though you did use yoixr middle name.",

"So that was how you knew. " The mnn*s voice was ms^

matter of fact.
"Yes and when you kept coming out here the odd even

ing^I was sure.3

Ho turned end looked at her end then turned away.

"Vfe'd best be heading bsck to the faym^he lads will wondeA-

where the dickens we've gone. Its time I was on the road

agsin, I never intended to stay this long. A sudden

restraint seemed to dall between them ^s they tui-ned south

to lights showing dimly through the trees some' half mile

avmy

As they walked side by side throiigh grass already

damp with evening dev; the v;omsn spoke.

"VThat will you do 'when you go from here, Jim. What h

-have you done all these years ? You've been sxich a help

to t .e boyr rnd me, they'll miss you terribly, the place

hs-S been so different since you crme and Edwara need.ed e

someone like you to guide him, he war getting rather

out of hand."

'^Well you took me in for supper ths.t day I csme

roaming round snd",wit)i a shaky laugh, "l guess I just

stayed on. There seemed- to be work for a man to do and n^

needing to be done, but Sc can handle it all now and

Chuck—there's no need to worry over him, he will ^

alv'/ays make out all right. Ed hs.s steadied down si-uce he

took up with the Carlyl^irl and Peggy will be good



for him, she's high spirited but no nonsense about her.

That pair were'' made for each other.'*

**Yoii've taken so much interest in Edv/ard, Jim. I
f

thought at first you two were not going to get along at

all. **

'*! guess it's because I nevtr had a son of my own.

•j-hen too I've seen ro much of the i-ougher side of life

that I x,ry to make mysel"^ see a i^oungex- fellow's

view point. The yoxmg people today rre no different

fund'-mentally tha.'^i v/^re at their age with the exception

that they take a franker view of life/TheJrjJf are a

generation remov^ ^froTn ue and tv/o world v/ars have
shown them how frail oui' so,called civilization ri.>ally

is.'* Hk^ paused and then with a short laugh. **I'm-really

making a speech; when I got wound up It's hard to

stop. '*

"Go ahead , I like to heax- you talk , You mskts -Scnee

to me. But I always worried about Edward more thsh Chuck.

Chuck is like his fsther rnc perhrps it is natural to

v/orry more sbout an adoptee child thaJnon^ of your own.

One at least knows that some parental trait on both sides

is liable to come out in your' own flesh and blood. Both

Max and I worried about Edward and when we knew Max was '

going to leave ue I think the thought of leaving Ed just

when he needed a dad the moet^worried ^drmore, thcA he
let^ on. Now v/ho is speech ma^cing

Jim gave a short lauc;''^ bu.t did not answer.As they

strcilou horn?, in mutual silence his thoughts Went back
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to a dRV not. so lon£; ago ::hen 'nc, faced pn angry ycung

man In the barn one night. He hs^ said something to Edv;airf

about iiogiecting the stocV to go otit diiving and the

young follow liad flown into a gage

'̂.7ho do yoM ftAnJ; you are round hex'o anyvray, giving

orders all the time. ?hln is Mother's -^arm , clicks the

one to give oi'ders not you "

liad snswerod the boy cyulotly although Viis own

temper was pretty quick:. **^ust a minute Ed, I vfas not

giving orders •b^. you said yo\i would feed the stock:

when you came home. It ir six ©'clock now and' the last

time you were out you did not get home until three in

the morning. I just said I did not think it was feir

to leave stock that was tied up that long without feed.

It is not as 1:^ they Were loose and could forage for

themselves. I uhink your tSother would say the same,

if she knew."

''v^ell, go ahead and tell her then, you're always

after us to do things youi' vjay. V/e never asked you to

come here in the first place. "

"No, Ed, and you wont have to asx me to go^ either^

but before I do go I'M going t^ give you an opportunity

to get yovir .trouble of^' your chest another way." He

had walked over to a' small .feed romm in the barn and

reaching up had taken down two pair o-r" boxing gloves.

"I saw you and Shuck sparring with these the

other night, perhaps you will put them on with me; what
1 lack in youth I may make up-Wexperience, unless \you h

have too high an opinion of your own prowess to nix

I

I ^
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w-lt.ti a i^Lsn nearly tluree times your age.**

''V/ell, if thats v^hs.t you v/ant, give me the gloves**'

Dad taught me quite a "bit before he died. You juct

take care of yourself, that's,p11. '^ei'haps this v;lll

Settle who is boss round here ) "

It was not many seconds bufore Edward found

out ths.t despite his age Jim was formidable. Do as

he liked Sd could not hit his opponent with any telling

effect. Long years o^ an active outdoor life had given

the man muscles of steel and a litheness and quickness

of eye that belied hie usually calm and unobtrusive

manner.

On Jim's part it had been yetf^^ since iiP had donned

boxing gloves and he found quickly too that the young

man was quick and keen and had a deadly right hand ig

it should ever connect.But he kept preering in hoping-

that the younster would tire before he did.That that was

going to happen soon was evinced by the boys heavy

breathing. It was one thing to put on the gloves with

hie fath-r who was tepching hin . Quite another to face '

this mpn who he could never hit ana who nevee

backed away. Reason told him th-t he v;ould never

best the man in front of him if they kept at it all

night but hir ang^xceptpushing h&m on. All of a sudden

something seemed to explode inside his head ane he found

himself seated on the straw of the stable floor. Jim

bi'^athing heavily, was kneeling beside him.

"Guess I hit you harder than X Intended."

Ed shook his head to stop it from spinnlg and looking
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up it the older, mar. said, think you h^d "better cayry

on where Dad left off, perhaps I'll really Icam to

protect myself someday.** I^war perhaps the only thing

the lad could ha.^'e said to make Jim feel the test was

worth while. He got to his fec*^t and reaching out hi9

hand to Edward said, "Will you shake on that ?9The

strong yoiang hand that mot his with a firm clasp had

staf-teo a. fricnd'^hip bet-woen the two men that had

endured and grown ov4r the moiths. The matter had not

bee n mentioned again and not at all in the house^so

the mother was not aware what had altered her son's-

\> attitude to the; man who now walked by her side.
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