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® I alwaye love this time of year and this view
of the Quapelle valley."

The woman spezking wee sested on & hill overlooking
the Quapelle valley north of Sintaluta. She was of
medium helght and although her halr was almost white
the face and eryes beneath 1t were ferene and calm.

The man sested at her side tookz his plpe from hise

v mouth and polnting with the stem of it sald,"lhis part ks
has 'nt changed much ober the years, thieg hill not at
all, It ie' forty yemrs XkEett=pePng gince .l flrst saw
this valley. The road yonder, waving to the north east
with his pipe, "has been bullt higher and wider , that
is all. All else 1 unchenged and if we walt a few
minutes longer we %ﬂgf hemr the ¥hip-floor- Will start
nie evening song .Yes, epring in the Quapelle velley " 1
. o

he stopped there and sald no more. He was 2 tall man .;4”¢J {
and hie halr was’iron grey. hie eyece had crinkles round ;%(
thelr corners =g i1f they had squinted a long time
against sun or enow. He rat stlll, pipe in mouth
gazing north across the valley.

Tﬁe woman cat musing too, glsncing from time to
time at her compnnioqzthen in a low volce she broke

their frlendly silence. "You loved her very mucn,

did'nt you 2"There was = pathetlc undertone of entreaty



in the 63&223 words Ebr ::fci} 1HJ xnew *heAzsswigﬁ -

ot Jdtd
more a ftatement of fact than a question. There was no

s

answer from her companion for =2 few momente but he had
grown-very still. Then, "How dld you know 2" and without
walting fop an answer snd atill looking acrosc the valley,
"Yes, che. was my firet love, we were both the same age =&
and young together. Oh)) with a short laugh," there were
othere, girls a2t school, puppy love I suppose you'd

call 1t, but this was something different altogether,

Oh well =?

Again the unfinished sentence and the woman felt
that the man m: had said those same words many
times and that the incomplete sentence was like the
romence of long ago, unfinlehed.

"How did you know?" This time the men turned and

looked squarely at hls companlion.

"Ihave never told snyone else aznd this cdlstrict
nust have forgotten long ago 1f 1t ever tooKEny Interest
at the time. Even my own famlly knew nothlng much. It

was
wes Just one of those things that it Y&/ better to

)

forget ."

“"Except that you never have fergotten have you?"
Again the psthetic quality of tone. “How did.I know *?
Well you see girls sometimes haee glrl frlends, and
Francie was mine, heeldese she was my cousin . You never
met me, I wae away at Indlan Head when you were here

that spring. But I saw you once. You were with her

at a Chatauqua night in Indisn dead,remember %



The men 8at staring out across the chadowing
: % s A _
valley amd—3dw not answer and the wopan continued,
"I think I knew Yrencie better than most. Knew her
wlldnese and despalr, perhaps could sSce more clearly
then Francie herself the road shke was taking., There
were timee when you could'nt reason with her,she
was llke hkher father in those moods."Théﬁéééﬁﬁ
e

hesitated snd then weron.

"Then you come along. She never had time for
ANOEC WAOOLhEHY I HEXXX
any of ue then. I have never Seen such a change in
anyone. She seemed to mature snd quieten , bhecome
more of » waman and less of a hoyden, gamé -Phe told me all
about yousgs—

“"Hmph, "“he man interupted herg, "There was'nt
much to tell. Somethin: in his tone gewe his companion xE
the idea that he did not want to reopen old sores and cka
she gat @watching the evening shadows (@ensen) and
crecpn scrogs the coulees A the valley.

Just ae the man had predicted the Whip-foor-
Will started his evenlng song snd in no time the valley
was echolng with the notes of reply, melodlious and clear,
ihe man roce to hie fect, pocketing his pilipe aXXKEXEIAXH
He reached out 2 hand to the stll)l seated womsn and
pulled hePup beside him. Together they stood for a moment
cgch lost in thought. Presently the woman s&poke.

"You hed & snap ehot taken on this hill did'nt
you ? You asnd your frlend Larry Graham)fnd ﬁrancie stood

between you. She showed me a print you had glven her



n & B s

You hav'nt changed much Jim, the years haee been kind to
you. I think I recognized you very soon after you came
even though you éié uee your middle name."

"

1
"So that was how you knew. The man's volce wae mzg

mattef of fact.
W=7y ) ¥ 4 33
Yee and when you kept coming out here the odd even-

ing,I was gure. B

He turned end looked at her =nd then turned oway.
"We'd best be heading back to the faymihe lads will wondeA
where the dickens we've gone. Tts time I was on the road
again, I nuvér intended to stay thie 10ng??A gudden
restraint seemed to €iall between‘them 28 they turned south

to lights showing dimly through the trees some half mlle

Ag they walked slde by side through gracsg alrcady
damp with evening dew the woman spoke.

"Whet will you do when you go from here, Jim. -What a

-heve you cone all these vears ? You've been such z hel
J b

to t'.c boys znd me, they'll miss you terridbly, the glace
hae been 8o different since you csme ané Edward necded s
someone like yoﬁ to gulde him, he wae getting rather
out of hand." 3

“Well you took me in for sunper that day I canme
rosming round snd",wlth a shaky laugh, "I guess I juet
stayed on. There gecmed to be work for a men to do and né
needing to be done, but Ed can handle it all now and
Chuck--there's no need to worry over alm, he will ¢

always make out all right. Ed hae steadled down since he

took up with the Carlylegirl and Peggy will be good

~



for him, she's high spirited but no nonsense about her.
That pair were made for each other.™

"You've taken so much interest in Edwerd, Jim. I
thought at flrst rou two were not golng to get along at
gl

"I guese it's becauge I never had e son of my own,
‘then too I've seen ro much of the rougher side of 1life
that I Try to make myself see a younger fellow's
view point. The young people today zre no different
fundﬂmégially thaM we were at thelr age with the exception
that they take s franker view of life, Theg# are a
generation remoz?di fromue and two woprld warse have

vV
shown them how frail our soc,called civilizgtion really

1s." He paused sndthen with a short laugh."I 'm-really
meking a speech; when I get woun€ up It's hard to
stop, !

"Go shead , I 1ike to hear you talk . You mske Sense
to me. But I always worried about Edwaré more thsh Chuck.
Chuck 1s llke hls father a2nd perhops it 18 nastursl to
worry more about an adopted chlild tha#one of your own.
One at lcaft knowe that some parental tralt on both siders
ie liable to come cut in your own flesh and blood. Both
Max and I worried gbout Edward and when we knew Max was
golng to leave us I think the thowght of leaving Ed just
when he needec a dad the most,worried %gdhé%g;than he
let, on. Now who ie speech mexing 2%

JIm gswve s short laugi but did not snswer.As they

strodlcc home in mutusk silence hlis thoughtc went back



to a day not so leong ago when he €aced s

=)

el

gL =Y oung
ran in the barn eone night. He had esid gomething to Edwa
o oubt driving and the

M . o T -3 F ] =i )
young fellow nad flown intc a Bag

B g hotd gl + o 5 3 e T . i o
who 4o yen think you are round here anyway, giving
2| . = o (o s Al
orders gll the time, Tqin isg Mother's farm . glic's the

oneé to glve orders not you .

+

He had answered the bojy yuietly although hls own
temper wag pretty qulck. "Sust 2 mlnute Ed, I wae not
giving O?defsipgﬁ,yduwgﬁid you would feed the stock
when you came home. It is six ©6'clock now and' the last
time you were out you did not get home until three in
the morning. I Jjuet sgid I did not think it was falr

to leave stock that was tied up that long wilithout feed.

i

t ie not as 1f they wcre lgosc and could forage for
themselves. I think your Mother would sgay the seme,
if ehe knew." 8

"well, To‘ﬂdes snd tell her then, you're always
after us to do thinge your ﬁay. We never arked you to
come here in the first place. "

"No, Ed, and you wont have to agk me to go, either,
but before I do go I'M golng tn give you an dppontunity
to get your trouble off your chest another way." He
had walked over to & cmall feed romm in the barn and
reaching up had tasken down two pailr of bhoxing gloves.

"I saw you and 6huck eparring with these the
other night. Egrhaps you will put them on with me; what

L lack in youth I may make up Nyexperlience, unlesciyou &

have too high an opinion of your own prowess to mix



_settle who 18 bose round here .

with & man nearly three times your age."

*Well, Lf thate what you went, give me the gloves!™
Dad £aught me quite a bit before he died. You Jjust
take care of yourself, that's ,all. Perhaps this will

R ||

It wag not many seconds before Edward found
out that desplte hie age Jim was formldable. Do ae
he 1iked Ed‘could not hit his opponent with any telling
effeet. Long yearse of an gctive outdoor 1life had glven
the man muscles of steel and = litheness =nd quiciness
of eye that belied his usually calm ané unobtrusive
manner, L

On Jim's part it had been ye®¥ eince he had donned
boxing glovese anéd he found qulckly too that the youn
man was gulek and keen anéd had = deadky right hand 1§
1t should ever connect.But he keﬁt preesing lh heplng.
that the younsier would tlre before he did.Thet that was
going to happen soon wag evinced by the boye heavy
breathing. It was one thing to put on the glovee wlith
his fath-r who wae teaching him . Quite another to face
this man who he could never semm4Ae® hlt snd who necvee
backed away. Reason told him thet he would mever
best the man in front of him if they kept at it all’
night but hle an547 xeptpushing hbm on. All of a sudden
something feemed to explode ineside his head anc he found
himcelf seated on the straw of the stable floor. Jiam
breathing heavily, was kneeling beslde him.

"Guess I hit you harder than I intended.”

(p}

t

d shook hls head to stop 1t from spinnlg and looking



up 4t the older man said, "I think you h=d better cayry
on where Lad left off, perhaps I'll really learn %o
protect myself someday.® f wac perhape the only thing
the lad could have gaid to meke Jim feel the teét wage
Qorhh whlle. He éot to his fecnt and reaching out hilsg
hand to Edward said, "Will you shake on that 23The
gtrong young hsnd that met hie with a flrm clasp hsd
staTted a friendehip between the two men that had
endured. snd grown over the momths., The matteér had not
bee n mentioned again and not at 211 in the house, <o
the mother wss not aware what had altered her con's:

attitude to the men who now walked by her side.
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